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Ayodhya case: SC raises 
doubts on findings of ASI 

NEW DELHI 

Justice S.A. Bobde of the 
Supreme Court said on 
Thursday that the court could 
not be expected to 
reconstruct the history of the 
Babri Masjid site from ruins, 
and ASI findings may not be 
"authoritative". The oral 
remarks of the judge came 
when the Muslim side argued 
that if the Hindu side could 
infer a grand temple from 
materials uncovered in the 
ASI excavations, nothing 
prevented the Muslim parties 
from deducing the pre¬ 
existence of an Idgah mosque 
at the very same spot. 
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High drama 



Police removing members of the Jacobite faction who protested against the Kerala High Court's order to force them out of St. 
Mary's Church in Piravom on Thursday. The Supreme Court had vested the control of the church with the Orthodox faction. ■ 

THULASI KAKKAT (PAGE 8) 


Punjab sees increase in farm fires this month 

The significant September spike could impact Delhi's winter air pollution 



A farmer burning farm residue near Amritsar. ■ file photo 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

There has been a spike in 
agricultural fires - a pheno¬ 
menon that’s known to wor¬ 
sen air pollution - in Punjab 
in September, significantly 
more than in the same month 
last year. 

Krunesh Garg, member- 
secretary, Punjab Pollution 
Control Board, said there 
were 107 fires from Septem¬ 
ber 24-26. In 2018 there were 
only 11 fires during the same 
period. However, in 2016 and 
2017 there were 106 and 150 
fires respectively from Sep¬ 
tember 27-30. 

Mr. Garg said last year’s 
numbers were unusually low 
because paddy harvesting 
was delayed due to the per¬ 
sistence of the monsoon. 
“Last year, the onset of mon¬ 
soon was late and it persisted 
well into October. This year, 
harvesting of basmati varie¬ 


ties of rice has already begun, 
hence the apparent rise in 
September,” he said. 

Agricultural fires, in which 
farmers set fire to their fields 
after harvesting paddy, tend 
to begin around late Septem¬ 
ber and peak around the last 
week of October by which 
time farmers have harvested 
most of their paddy. There 
were 80,879 fire incidents de¬ 
tected during the paddy har¬ 


vesting season in 2016, 
43,660 in 2017 and about 
40,000 in 2018. “There was a 
10% reduction last year from 
2017 and we expect around 
the same reduction this 
year,” Mr. Garg said. 

Punjab’s fires tend to wor¬ 
sen Delhi’s pollution as par¬ 
ticulate matter floats into the 
city, affecting the already pol¬ 
luted winter air. 

The Centre and Punjab, 


Haryana and Uttar Pradesh 
had - over several meetings 
last year - declared a “zero 
tolerance” policy on stubble 
burning by farmers which, 
according to various studies, 
contributes anywhere from 
17% to 78% to the particulate 
matter emission load in Delhi 
during winter. 

Last year, the Union Agri¬ 
culture Ministry earmarked 
?591 crore for disbursal to 
Punjab, Haryana and U.P. to 
help farmers access ma¬ 
chines that collect or plough 
the stubble back into the soil. 

A senior official in the Un¬ 
ion Agriculture Ministry said 
in spite of subsidies, the im¬ 
plements were “expensive” 
for the farmers and thus it 
was cheaper for them to set 
chaff ablaze. 

(With inputs from 

Priscilla Jebaraj) 
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Rescind 
action on 
Art. 370, OIC 
tells India 

SUHASINI HAIDAR 

NEW YORK 

Calling on India to “res¬ 
cind” its actions revoking 
Article 370 in Jammu and 
Kashmir, Saudi Arabia 
joined Pakistan, Azerbai¬ 
jan, Turkey and Niger to is¬ 
sue a statement on behalf 
of the Organisation of Is¬ 
lamic cooperation (OIC) 
Kashmir Contact Group, 
criticising the govern¬ 
ment’s actions. 

In the statement issued 
on Wednesday the group 
asked the government to 
“rescind its unilateral ille¬ 
gal actions and reiterate its 
commitment to abide by 
the relevant UN Security 
Council Resolutions.” 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Karnataka bypolls will 
be deferred, EC tells SC 

Court to hear dissident MLAs’ petitions on October 22 


Changing viewpoint 

Within three days, the Election Commission changed its 
submission on Karnataka MLAs 



k EC submits that a 
I Speaker cannot 
prevent disqual¬ 
ified legislators 
from contesting 
bypolls. Senior 
advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, for 
the EC, said there is “much to 
say" in the manner in which 
the MLAs were disquali 
fied on the charge 
of violating the 

anti-defection law 





Mr. Dwivedi orally 
agrees that since 
the Supreme 
Court wishes to 
finally hear and 
decide the petitions 
of the dissident MLAs, the EC 
will put on hold the bypolls 
for now. He points out that 
if the EC has the authority 
to announce byelections, 
it is empowered to defer 
them too 



KRISHNADAS RAJ AG OPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Election Commission 
(EC) said in the Supreme 
Court on Thursday that it 
would defer the byelections 
to 15 Karnataka Assembly 
constituencies till the court 
finally decided the petitions 
of the MLAs who represent¬ 
ed these constituencies un¬ 
til they were disqualified by 
the then Speaker K.R. Ra- 
mesh Kumar under the anti¬ 
defection law. 

The EC, represented by 
senior advocate Rakesh 
Dwivedi, orally informed a 
three-judge Bench, led by 
Justice N.V. Ramana, that 
the byelections would be 
put on hold till the court de¬ 
cided the legality of the dis¬ 
sident Congress and Janata 
Dal (Secular) legislators’ 
disqualification. 

Mr. Dwivedi said that if 
the EC had the authority to 
announce byelections, it 
was empowered to defer 
them too. The court finally 
listed the case for October 
22, a day after the byelec¬ 
tions are scheduled. 

‘Power not limited’ 

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for Mr. Kumar, 
argued that it was not the 
job of the court or any polit¬ 
ical party to decide how the 
Speaker should decide on 


the resignations. The Speak¬ 
er’s power to enquire into 
the circumstances leading 
to the resignations could 
not be limited. The Speaker 
has to view the resignations 
and the circumstances in 
their entirety. 

“The Speaker has to con¬ 
sider the broad facts placed 
before him. That the dissi¬ 
dent MLAs stayed in a high- 
security hotel in Mumbai, 
flew in a jet owned by Ra- 
jeev Chandrasekhar, hob¬ 
nobbed with BJP leaders... 
How can the Speaker not 
look into them? How can it 
be said ‘resignations are vo¬ 
luntary, so the Speaker has 
to accept them’?” Mr. Sibal 


argued. 

Besides, none of the facts 
placed before the Speaker 
against the MLAs was de¬ 
nied by them. 

“That they were holed up 
in Mumbai, they went in 
groups, they held press con¬ 
ferences in groups... None 
of them was denied...,” Mr. 
Sibal said. 

On Wednesday, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, for 
the current Speaker, V.H. 
Kageri, argued that it was 
the right of an MLA to re¬ 
sign. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
SUBJECT TO PEOPLE'S 
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UP. govt, slammed for law student’s arrest 

Priyanka, Akhilesh lead charge; bail hearing posted for Monday 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

Opposition parties slammed 
the BJP and Uttar Pradesh 
government on Thursday for 
arresting the law student 
from Shahjahanpur who has 
accused former Union Mi¬ 
nister Swami Chinmayanand 
of rape. 

Congress general secre¬ 
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
slammed the Yogi Aditya- 
nath government, saying 
that police deliberately de¬ 


layed the arrest of the “ac¬ 
cused BJP leader” and acted 
only after public pressure. 

Mr. Chinmayanand was 
yet to be booked for rape, 
Ms. Vadra said. “Wah re BJP 
ka nyay (This is the BJP's jus¬ 
tice?),” she tweeted in Hindi. 

Ms. Vadra also compared 
the case to the Unnao 
episode. 

Samajwadi Party chief Ak¬ 
hilesh Yadav said the BJP 
had shown its “true face” by 
sending to jail the student 


who “displayed courage” 
and raised her voice against 
the former BJP MP. 

CPI(M) leader Brinda Ka¬ 
rat, who met the student in 
Shahjahanpur jail on Thurs¬ 
day, said she appeared “ter¬ 
rified”. 

The law student’s counsel 
Anup Trivedi on Thursday 
applied for her bail in a dis¬ 
trict court but the judge 
scheduled the hearing for 
September 30. 

(With inputs from PTI) 


Modi meets Rouhani, 
discusses Chabahar 

PM stresses the need for peace in Gulf 



PM Modi meets President Hassan Rouhani in New York on 
Thursday. - pti 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani met on 
Thursday on the sidelines of 
the UN General Assembly’s 
74th session in New York. 
They discussed progress on 
Iran’s Chabahar Port, which 
India is helping to develop. 

“They [the leaders] espe¬ 
cially mentioned operation¬ 
alisation of Chabahar Port 
and noted its importance as 
gateway to and for Afghanis¬ 
tan and the Central Asian 
region,” a statement from 
the Ministry of External Af¬ 
fairs (MEA) said. 

The meeting comes at a 
difficult time in the relation¬ 
ship between the two coun¬ 
tries. India stopped orders 



for Iranian crude since May 
2 following U.S. sanctions 
that kicked in last Novem¬ 
ber, after Washington 
pulled out of the Joint Com¬ 
prehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) to limit Iran’s nu¬ 
clear programme. India was 
one of the countries that 
was given an exemption 
from these sanctions until 
early May. 

“[The] Prime Minister 
reiterated India's support 
for giving priority to diplo¬ 
macy, dialogue and confi¬ 
dence-building in the inter¬ 
est of maintaining peace, 
security and stability in the 
Gulf region, which is of vital 
importance for India,” the 
MEA statement said. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 




TESTIMONIAL 

I owe my success to the whole Nirvana IAS 
Academy team for guiding me throughout my 
journey. My success today is because of the 
proficiency and expertise of the teachers at 
Nirvana and their immense faith in their 
students. 

When I first decided to pursue civil services, I was 
very skeptical about the process, full of doubts 
with numerous questions in my mind. Then one of 
my seniors fom graduation days (who himself is 
an IAS Officer) told me about Nirvana. After the 
mandatory and insightful counselling session 
with Karam Sir, I had a very positive feeling and 
surprisingly I found the process relatively “not 
rocket science”. 

Nirvana played a very crucial role in my success, especially with regards to my GS 
preparation. The explicit focus on current affairs has prepared us to keep us in line with the 
changing pattern of the civil services exam at all stages. Karam Sir's classroom discussions 
have been a guiding tool in making sure that we don't just pass the exam but also 
understand the world around us. He makes sure that the journey at Nirvana makes us all 
better citizens and be of service to the society. Ruby Ma'am also gave us great tips for the 
CSAT paper and made sure that the paper is more of a fun exercise than an uphill task. She 
was instrumental in helping me choose Law as my optional subject. Wadhwa Sir's history 
classes were also interesting with deep understanding of events and their consequences in 
today's world. 

"Only those succeed, who don't get bogged down by the complexities and challenges of life 
and instead use them as the stepping stones to Glory." These words stand true to Karam Sir's 
approach towards the preparation process as well as general attitude towards life. I am very 
grateful to him and hope that this association and friendship remains for life. 

The dedication and commitment of the teachers at Nirvana and their ability to make the 
classes so interesting is a superlative effort which is unmatched. The underlying key to the 
success of Nirvana is the ability of the teachers to relate to the students and identify their 
strengths and weaknesses which are ultimately helpful to provide personal guidance to all of 
them as per their need. I deeply acknowledge Nirvana IAS Academy forgiving me knowledge 
which has helped me shape my dreams and in making me capable of achieving them. 

Shubham Gupta, AIR-6, CSE 2018 
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LUKMAAN IAS will make a decisive difference in 
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Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi 74 Gurugram 145 

Ghaziabad 63 Faridabad U3 

Greater Noida 58 Noida 52 

■ Good ■ Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 

■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 

201-300 301-400 >401 

AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


L-G reviews progress of Delhi Master Plan-2041 

NEW DELHI 

Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal on Thursday reviewed the 
progress of the Delhi Master Plan-2041 while stating that it should 
have a "transformative agenda" to provide high-quality liveable 
environment and sustainable infrastructure. The Delhi 
Development Authority is currently in the process of preparing the 
MPD-2041 in consultation with the National Institute of Urban 
Affairs. Mr. Baijal said that the new master plan should be a simple 
and demystified document aligning provision of infrastructure 
with uniform distribution of greens and public spaces. 
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Dwarka-Najafgarh 
corridor gets CMRS nod 

NEW DELHI 

The Commissioner of Metro 
Rail Safety (CMRS) on 
Thursday granted approval for 
the commencement of 
passenger operations on the 
Grey Line between Dwarka 
and Najafgarh, said Delhi 
Metro Rail Corporation 
spokesperson. The 4.2-km 
section is a part of the 
Dwarka-Dhansa bus stand 
corridor on the Grey Line and 
will have three stations - 
Dwarka, Nangli and Najafgarh. 

JNU, IIT-D join hands to 
boost research projects 

NEW DELHI 

In a bid to enhance research 
projects and other academic 
activities, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University on Thursday signed 
an MoU with Indian Institute of 
Technology, Delhi. The main 
objective of the collaboration 
will "intensify joint research 
projects and other related 
academic activities" between 
the two institutions. 

CM seeks opinion on 
patriotism curriculum 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
on Thursday said that he will 
write to parents to suggest to 
him about what should be 
included in the Deshbhakti 
Pathyakram. "The common 
man has become so busy in 
his own life, that he has no 
time to think about the 
country. It is our 
responsibility to instil the 
feelings in our children," Mr. 
Kejriwal said. He had 
announced Deshbhakti 
Pathyakram, a new 'patriotic' 
course on the eve of 
Independence Day, to be 
introduced in government 
schools next year. 

AAP govt, inaugurates 
first disability camp 

NEW DELHI 

Social Welfare Minister 
Rajendra Pal Gautam and MLA 
Somnath Bharti on Thursday 
inaugurated the first 
disability camp at Madan 
Mohan Malviya Hospital to 
issue disability certificates 
along with other facilities 
provided by different 
government departments. 
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DELHI POLICE 

SHANTI SEWA NYAYA 


Attention! 



Hon’ble Supreme Court Guidelines 

FOR SALE & USE OF FIRECRACKERS 


►► 


►► 


►► 


►► 


►► 


►► 




No item(s) other than the Reduced Emission firecrackers (Improved crackers) 
and Reduced Emission firecrackers Green crackers: Safe Water and Air 
Sprinklers (SWAS) as prescribed and approved by the Petroleum and 
Explosive Safety Organization (PESO) shall be sold in the premises. 


Categories of firecrackers banned/not permitted 

• Joined Firecrackers (series crackers or laris) 

• Fireworks containing barium salts/ lithium/ arsenic/ antimony/ lead/ 
mercury 

• Firecrackers manufactured earlier but non-permissible as per above 
Hon’ble Supreme Court judgement. 

Only those crackers permitted to be sold whose decibel (sound) level are 
within the permissible limits (125 dB(AI) or 145 dB(C)pk at 4 meters from the 
point of bursting) 


Bursting of fireworks not allowed in silence zones : Silence Zone is an area 
comprising not less than 100 meters around hospitals, educational 
institutions, courts, religious places or any other area which is declared as 
such by the competent authority. 


Timings of Firecracking as per directions of Hon'ble Supreme Court: 

From 08.00 PM till 10.00 PM on Diwali Days 

From 04.00 AM till 05.00 AM — 

From 09.00 PM till 10.00 PM — 

From 11.55 PM till 12.30 AM 


on Gurpurab 

on Christmas Eve & New Year Eve. 


Community fire cracking to be undertaken at pre-identified areas/fields as far 
as possible. 


ALL CONCERNED TO PLEASE NOTE & ABIDE. 



Complaint filed 
against CM 
over NRC issue 


‘Delhi Assembly polls 
likely to be held early’ 

AAP appoints MP Sanjay Singh as election in-charge 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party on 
Thursday said that there is a 
“likelihood” of Delhi elec¬ 
tions being announced 
“soon” along with the Jhark¬ 
hand Assembly polls. 

The party announced MP 
Sanjay Singh as election in¬ 
charge for the Delhi Assemb¬ 
ly polls in a Political Affairs 
Committee (PAC) meeting 
chaired by Arvind Kejriwal 
on Thursday. 

Delhi Assembly election is 
due in February 2020. “Ac¬ 
cording to our sources, the 
election would be an¬ 
nounced in November, along 
with Jharkhand and con¬ 
ducted in December, well be¬ 
fore the expiry of the term of 
the Delhi Assembly in Febru¬ 
ary,” a party leader said. 

The PAC meeting also de¬ 
cided that AAP national se¬ 
cretary Panlcaj Gupta will be 
the campaign director for 
the Assembly elections. 

“The decisions are a part 



Sanjay Singh 


of the AAP’s election strate¬ 
gy, in anticipation of the par¬ 
ty’s preparations for the 
forthcoming Assembly 
polls,” the statement said. 

The party volunteers will 
take the work done by the 
Delhi government in health, 
education, electricity and 
water sectors to every house¬ 
hold of the city. 

“The Delhi government’s 
decision to provide 200 un¬ 
its of electricity free every 
month, installation of CCTVs 
across Delhi, 20 kilolitres of 
free water every month per 


household having metered 
connections, opening of mo- 
halla clinics across Delhi are 
some of the key decisions to 
be highlighted,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

Outreach programmes 

The party has been working 
towards the Assembly elec¬ 
tions since its drubbing de¬ 
feat in the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion in Delhi in May, in which 
the party had lost all seven 
seats it contested and fin¬ 
ished third in five of the se¬ 
ven seats 

A party survey had 
showed that they needed to 
increase the connect with 
people and since then, AAP 
has launched at least four 
public outreach pro¬ 
grammes. In June, AAP had 
launched ‘Aapka Vidhayak 
Aapke Dwar’, under which 
AAP MLAs visit different 
areas in their constituencies. 
In September, ‘Jan Samvaad 
Yatra’ and ‘I Love Kejriwal’ 
campaign were launched. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

BJP State unit on Thursday 
filed a police complaint 
against Chief Minister Ar¬ 
vind Kejriwal and AAP spo¬ 
kesperson Saurabh Bharad- 
waj alleging that they had 
deliberately hurt the senti¬ 
ments of the Poorvanchali 
community residing in the 
Capital. 

The complaint was filed 
a day after Mr. Kejriwal 
took a jibe at Delhi BJP chief 
Manoj Tiwari following his 
demand for carrying out an 
exercise similar to the Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) in the city. 

The complaint alleged 
attempts at vitiating the law 
and order situation in the 
city and hurting the senti¬ 
ments of citizens belonging 
to the Poorvanchali 
community. 

The Delhi BJP Poorvan- 
chal Morcha, led by the 
Morcha's president Manish 
Singh, staged a protest near 
Mr. Kejriwal’s residence. 
Mr. Singh said that Mr. Kej¬ 
riwal had “insulted the 
pride of Poorvanchalis”. 


CM writes to Centre, States over stubble burning 

Kejriwal asks governments to take ‘bold, urgent action’ to stop air pollution 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal on Thursday wrote to his 
counterparts in the neigh¬ 
bouring States of Punjab and 
Haryana and Union Environ¬ 
ment Minister Prakash Java- 
dekar urging them to take 
“bold, urgent action” on the 
issue of stubble burning. 

“I have written letters to 
the Chief Ministers of Harya¬ 
na and Punjab and the Union 
Minister of Environment 
seeking urgent steps to deal 
with crop burning. I know 


they are making efforts. But 
much more needs to be done 
to stop pollution. Mean¬ 
while, at our level, we are 
taking steps to reduce pollu¬ 
tion caused by local factors,” 
he wrote on Twitter. 

Health risk 

In his letter, Mr. Kejriwal 
wrote, “The health of our pe¬ 
ople is the foremost respon¬ 
sibility of any government. 
Unfortunately, high levels of 
air pollution in winter 
months in the entire north¬ 
ern India region puts to risk 


the health of all our people. 
The gravity of this issue calls 
for bold, urgent action.” 

To address the issue of 
pollution in the upcoming 
winter months, he said, the 
Delhi government had an¬ 
nounced a seven-point ac¬ 
tion plan which had been 
put into implementation. 

“However, there is little 
that the people of Delhi can 
do to fight pollution due to 
stubble burning in Punjab 
and Haryana, which is a ma¬ 
jor contributor to pollution 
in Delhi in the months of Oc¬ 


tober and November. We un¬ 
derstand and appreciate the 
several initiatives that [your 
government] is taking in this 
regard, but I am sure you will 
agree that much more needs 
to be done,” the Delhi CM 
wrote. He also suggested 
that other States follow the 
Delhi government in taking 
steps to fight pollution. 

The Delhi government 
had also begun the procure¬ 
ment of 50 lakh masks and 
preparations for the imple¬ 
mentation of the odd-even 
vehicle rationing scheme. 


DELHI ROUGE 


SHANTI SEWA NYAYA 


° NOTICE FOR OBTAINING 
TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR 
SALE OF REDUCED EMISSION 
IMPROVED (GREEN) 
CRACKERS 
APPROVED BY PESO 


Application forms and terms & conditions 
will be available w.e.f. 27.09.2019 


• Applicant can download prescribed forms and affidavit from 
www.delhipolicelicensing.gov.in 
• Prescribed form & affidavit are also available at 
the offices of jurisdictional DCsP 


Forms can be submitted at District DCsP offices between 

27.09.2019 & 30.09.2019 (both days inclusive) 


Last date of depositing application forms is 

30.09.2019 upto 06:00 PM 
at the respective offices of jurisdictional District DCsP 


Last date for issuance of license by Districts DCsP is 

06.10.2019 

Validity of temporary fireworks license for 
pucca shops is 24 days and 15 days for temporary shed 
from the date of issuance of respective licenses 


CD 

co" 

LO 

CD 

qT 

o 


Appeals against rejection of applications by District DCsP can be 
filed before jurisdictional Joint Commissioners of Police/Ranges 
between 07.10.2019 & 09.10.2019 (both days inclusive) 

Appeals will be decided by the jurisdictional Joint CsP/Ranges 
between 10.10.2019 & 11.10.2019 (both days inclusive) 


E-mail to CR Delhi at: cp.amulyapatnaik@delhipolice.gov.in 
Write to: CR Delhi at R0. Box No. 171, GP0, New Delhi 


FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL112 TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090 


BJP probing 
councillors’ 
scuffle incidents 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A formal complaint has 
been received and is being 
investigated by Delhi BJP 
chief Manoj Tiwari, days af¬ 
ter a few BJP councillors in¬ 
dulged in a scuffle at an 
event in Kirari. 

The complaint is against 
party’s women’s wing head 
Poonam Jha and her hus¬ 
band, a former MLA, Anil 
Jha. Copies of the com¬ 
plaint have also been sent 
to the party’s Assembly 
poll in-charge and Union 
Minister Prakash Javadekar 
and national vice-presi¬ 
dent Shyam Jaju. 

At another incident, BJP 
office-bearers clashed in 
Gokalpur where senior 
party leader Dushyant 
Gautam was present. 

“The party is looking ve¬ 
ry closely into the role of 
everyone involved and ac¬ 
tion will be taken soon,” 
Delhi BJP media head Pra- 
tyush Kanth said. 


DELHI TODAY 


Talk: "A Dialogue of Rivers" a con¬ 
versation by Prof. Shiv Visvanathan, 
Professor, Jindal Global Law School, 
Krupa Ge, author of Rivers Remem¬ 
ber, Minket Lepcha, filmmaker and 
Sarandha Jain, author of In Search of 
Yamuna: Reflections on River Lost at 
Seminar Rooms - I, II & III, 
Kamaladevi Complex, India Interna¬ 
tional Centre (IIC), 6:30 p.m. 

Music: "The Music of the Charkha", 
a musical tribute celebrating 
Gandhiji's life spinning the yarn of 
Satya and Sammanta by Rama 
Sundar Ranganathan with Akhtar 
Hassan and Rajat Prasanna at C.D. 
Deshmukh Auditorium, IIC, 6:30 
p.m. 

Exhibition: "Man Mai Hain Dilli", an 
exhibition of watercolours by 
Krishnendu Chatterjee at Delhi 'o' 
Delhi Foyer, India Habitat Centre 
(IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Horizon", a solo paint¬ 
ing exhibition by Brajagopal Paul at 
Convention Centre Foyer, IHC, 11 
a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Intertwined", an ex¬ 
hibition of paintings by Jang Hee 
Mun at Shridharani Gallery, Triveni 
Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 
a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Transiting Space", an 
exhibition of paintings in mix media 
and canvas by Shivani Garg at Triveni 
Gallery, Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, 
Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhiothehindu.co.in) 
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‘Rule on sale 
of liquor not 
applicable to 
drinking age’ 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 


NEW DELHI 


It is a “wrong notion” that 
the minimum prescribed 
age for drinking liquor is 25 
years under the Delhi Ex¬ 
cise Act, which only prohi¬ 
bits its sale to people below 
that age, the Delhi High 
Court ruled on Thursday. 

The court passed the 
verdict while dismissing a 
petition seeking to set 
aside and quash Section 23 
of Delhi Excise Act, 2009 
on the ground that it pre¬ 
scribes 25 years as legal age 
for buying and drinking al¬ 
cohol in Delhi. 

“The age of drinking has 
nothing to do with the pro¬ 
hibition imposed by the 
Delhi government under 
the Excise Act. We see no 
reason to quash Section 23 
of the Act which prohibits a 
licensee to sell or deliver li¬ 
quor to a person of less 
than 25 years,” said a High 
Court Bench. 


HC asks Ankiv to disclose 
who gave him fake papers 

Former DUSU president asked to inform court today 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday asked Ankiv Bai- 
soya, who stepped down as 
Delhi University Students’ 
Union (DUSU) president and 
is facing criminal proceed¬ 
ings for furnishing a fake 
graduation degree for ad¬ 
mission at DU, to disclose 
contact details of the person 
who provided him the 
forged documents. 

Justice Suresh Kait asked 
Mr. Baisoya to inform the 
court on Friday if he would 
disclose contact details of 
the individual who provided 
the fake degree and mark 
sheets to him. 

Bail application rejected 

The court was hearing his 
plea challenging a trial court 
decision rejecting his appli¬ 
cation for anticipatory bail 
in the case. 
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Ankiv Baisoya 

The State police opposed 
Mr. Baisoya’s appeal, saying 
he did not cooperate in the 
investigation as he did not 
furnish contact details of the 
person who provided him 
the fake documents. 

The police had booked 
him for the alleged offences 
of cheating and forgery un¬ 
der the IPC on a complaint 
filed by DU after it had come 
to know about the fake 


degree. 

The matter had come to 
light after Sunny Chillar, 
who was fielded by Congress 
student wing NSUI for the 
post of DUSU president, 
challenged Mr. Baisoya’s 
election saying his gradua¬ 
tion degree was fake and 
therefore, his nomination 
should become void 
ab-initio. 

Mr. Baisoya, however, 
claimed that he had graduat¬ 
ed from Thiruvalluvar Un¬ 
iversity, which had denied 
the same after a query was 
posed by DU. 

Subsequently, he had re¬ 
signed from his post on No¬ 
vember 15 last after the 
ABVP, BJP’s student wing, 
reportedly asked him to do 
so. 

He has also been suspend¬ 
ed from the students’ outfit 
till an inquiry into the allega¬ 
tions is completed. 


NGT panel slams DJB over 
commissioning of STP 

Plant has been missing deadlines 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A monitoring committee 
(MC) appointed by the Na¬ 
tional Green Tribunal 
slammed the Delhi Jal Board 
for missing the deadline to 
commission a new Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP), a ma¬ 
jor project for the cleaning of 
Yamuna, and also for not in¬ 
forming the committee about 
the same. 

The STP at Coronation Pil¬ 
lar, supposed to be commis¬ 
sioned in December 2018, 
has been missing deadlines. 

The MC attacked the DJB 
for sending two new officers 
to a meeting and termed the 


meeting as “infructuous”. 
“They [officers] came with 
no background of the time¬ 
lines or reasons for repeated 
slippages... Today’s meeting 
was infructuous because of 
the lack of preparedness and 
poor representation by key 
officers of DJB,” it said. 

On July 22, it was observed 
that no critical path was be¬ 
ing followed to implement 
and monitor the progress of 
the project. As per minutes 
of the meeting of the MC and 
DJB, the deadline of the pro¬ 
ject, agreed to be commis¬ 
sioned in December 2018, 
was extended till June 2019 
and then December 2019. 


LICHFL 


LIC HOUSING FINANCE LTD 


HOME LOAN - 


8 . 40 % 


ONWARDS 


Limited Period Offer 


Log on to: www.lichousing.com 



a dance drama on Sampoorna Ramayan 
29 SEP. - 25 OCT. 2019,6.30 P.M. 

SBKK LAWNS, COPERNICUS MARG, NEW DELHI 

TICKETS: ^3000, 1500, 1000, 500&300 

available at Kendra and ! SO kJ^fShOW ^23386428/29 


The inaugural show on 29 September is strictly by invitation. 



YOUR PASSION FOR SELFLESS SERVICE AND COMMITMENT 
TO THE NATION CONTINUE TO INSPIRE US EVERYDAY 

Happy birthday to our dearest leader 

SHRI MUKUL WASNIKJI 

FORMER UNION MINISTER & 

General Secretary, AICC 






Sanjay Dutt - Secretary, Sirivella Prasad - Secretary KS. Azhagiri - President, 
AICC, Incharge of Tamil Nadu AICC, Incharge of Tamil Nadu Tamil Nadu Congress Committee 


With best wishes from 

RUBY R. MANOHARAN 

President, Kanchipuram North District, 
Congress Committee, Tamil Nadu. 




Whirlpool 



Every day, 


Not once a week. Not once a birthday. Not once an anniversary. 

But every day. In every little day-to-day way. 

Whether it’s a bedtime story for the little one after a long day. 

Or that home-made pizza you surprise Dadu with. 

Whether it’s that crisp white shirt on the hanger for her first day on the job. 
Or that extra ginger you put in your sister’s tea. 

You show you care, every day. In your own, very special way. 

That’s why we make our machines with 6 th SENSE® Technology, 
to sense what you need and help you care for the ones you love. 

Making it just a little easier. 

Every moment. Every hour. Every day. 

Whirlpool. Every day, care. 




StOre www.whirlpoolindiawstore.com 

Whirlpool Hom£? 

Visit our exclusive stores to find out more ' 

/WhirlpoolIndiaOfficial 

/whirlpooljndia 

|j^| whirlpooljndia 

For disposal of e-waste generated at end of life of your Whirlpool product, you may kindly call us at: 1800-208-1800 (Toll Free). For bulk/corporate enquiries, 
please contact us at corporate@whirlpool.com © 2019 All Rights Reserved. Whirlpool is a registered trademark of Whirlpool Properties Inc. and is used under license. 
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Anticipatory bail 
granted to AAP MLA 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Thursday 
granted anticipatory bail to 
A A P's Model Town MLA 
Akhilesh Pati Tripathi in a 
case of allegedly beating a 
sanitary inspector of North 
Delhi Municipal Corporation 
on September 5. 

Septuagenarian found 
injured on metro tracks 

NEW DELHI 

A73-year-old retired DTC 
employee tried to kill himself 
at Uttam Nagar West metro 
station on Thursday, the 
police said. He is said to be 
out of danger and is 
undergoing treatment at DDU 
Hospital. A senior officer said 
they received a PCR call 
stating that a man had come 
in front of a metro train. It 
was later found out that he 
was upset, the police added. 

Shoot-out at Noida Film 
City, 2 robbers held 

NOIDA 

Two inter-State robbers were 
arrested after an exchange of 
gun fire with police in Film 
City here on Thursday, said 
officials. The incident took 
place at 5 a.m. in Sector 16 
when the policemen were 
chasing Phool Singh and 
Chandan. 


Bike-borne 
men snatch 
scribe’s phone 
in Okhla 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A journalist was allegedly 
targeted by snatchers in 
south Delhi’s Okhla on 
Monday, the said police on 
Thursday. This is the se¬ 
cond such incident report¬ 
ed in south Delhi in a week. 

Radhika who works with 
a news channel in Okhla 
was on the way to a metro 
station at 6.30 p.m. when 
the incident happened, 
they said. 

CCTV footage 

The CCTV footage shows 
her walking on the main 
road while talking over the 
phone when the accused 
arrive on a motorcycle 
from behind and snatch 
her phone. She can be seen 
running after the snatch¬ 
ers, who, however, fled. 

An officer said they have 
examined the footage and 
got a lead about the motor¬ 
cycle used in the crime. 
ADCP (South-East) Kumar 
Gyanesh said a case of 
snatching has been regis¬ 
tered in the matter at Okhla 
Industrial Area police sta¬ 
tion. 

“Efforts are being made 
to nab the accused per¬ 
sons,” the officer said. 

On Sunday, another 
journalist was injured 
when two bike-borne men 
dragged her out of an au¬ 
torickshaw and snatched 
her phone in south Delhi’s 
C.R. Park. 


[ l NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, ALLAHABAD 


C Dm gen d um No.: 601 B 502 &A D ated: 23 . 09.2019 

Fi rst Co rr igendum 

On behalf at President oF India, Principe! Chief Material Manager, Nortn Central 
Railway, AJlatiebad issuer the following corrigendum against Tender No. 60185028 A 
doe cm 19 09 5919 published in www.lrcips.gov.ln on 27 08 2019 


Tender Nq, 

Sr Me. 

Particulars 

From 

Tq 


&Q 1 B 502 BA 

01 

Tursjfcr Closing Dale 

19 . 09 . 2019 '! 04 1 G. 20 I 9 



02 

Documents attached with the tender 

- 1 - 

Annesura -1 j Annasure -1 



03 

VaikJiiy Of aflaMDays) 

90 Days 

| 120 Days 



Other Terms & Conditions of Tender remain unchanged 


0J North central railways ftf] railway iwrtlugnlwIfiCPROiiiCR 13Sfl/i9(A) 


SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED PERSON 



Dharamveer Goyal 


General public is hereby informed that 
one person namely Dharamveer 
Goyal S/o Ishwar Chand R/o H. No. 
T-2381, Mandi Extension, Narela, 
Delhi Age: 48 yrs, Height: 5’6”, shallow 
complexion, round face. Wearing white 
shirt & gray colour pants and black 
color shoes in feet has been missing/ 
kidnapped since 28.08.2019 from the 
area of PS Narela, Delhi. 


In this regard a DD No. 32-A dated: 02.09.2019 has been 
loged at PS Narela, Delhi. 

Any person having any information or clue about this 
missing/kidnapped person may kindly inform to the following. 


E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in 
Fax: 011-24368639 
Ph.: 011-24368638 
011-24368641 

DP/643/0N/19 


S.H.O., 
P.S., Narela, Delhi 
Ph.: 011-27282350, 27285839 


SEARCH FOR MISSING 


General public is hereby informed that a 
female Rubina, D/o Md. AN R/o B-168, 

GP- Block, T-huts, Pitampura, Delhi 
has been missing since 14.09.2019. In 
this regard, FIR No. 296/19 u/s 363 
IPC dated 14.09.2019 P.S. Maurya 
Enclave, Delhi. Sincere efforts have 
been made by the local police to trace 
out the missing female but no clue has 
come to light so far. The description of 
the missing female is as under: 

Name: Rubina, Gender: Female, Age: 17 years, Height: 
5'3", Complexion: Fair, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: 
Blue coloursuit, salwarand chappal in feet. 

If anyone has any information regarding this missing 
female, kindly inform SHO/ Maurya Enclave, Delhi. 

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in 
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641 
Fax:011-24368639 

P.S. Maurya Enclave, Delhi 
DP/9391/NW/19 Ph. No.: 011-27325006, 27322353 



Man held for killing 
property dealer 

Wanted to avenge assault on him 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A man has been arrested for 
allegedly killing a property 
dealer in Dwarlca to avenge 
an assault, the police said on 
Thursday. 

Nakul Sangwan killed Na- 
rendra (45) to avenge an as¬ 
sault on him, which had 
happened two months ago 
in a cafe over some petty is¬ 
sue, they said. 

“Nakul is the cousin of 
gangster Kapil Sangwan 
alias Nandu, who has been 
on the run after jumping pa¬ 
role. During the murder, 
Nandu was also seen firing 
at Narendra,” said an officer. 

DCP (Dwarlca) Anto Al¬ 
phonse said Nakul was 
nabbed on Wednesday fol¬ 
lowing a tip-off stating that 
he would come on a motor¬ 
cycle near Shamshan Ghat 
in Dwarka’s Sector-18. 

In July, the accused along 
with his associates went to a 
cafe when a quarrel broke 
out between them and the 
victim. Narender then 
slapped Nakul, said Mr. 


Alphonse. 

Following this, Nakul and 
Nandu attempted to kill him 
on several occasions. Ho¬ 
wever, on Sunday, the two 
men fired indiscriminately 
at the victim, the officer 
added. 

“Nakul and Nandu had 
robbed an SUV on Septem¬ 
ber 4 in Dwarlca North and 
the vehicle is with Nandu. 
Next day, they killed a man 
in Aman Vihar,” said the 
officer. 

On September 24, they 
shot dead Narender in Kak- 
rola when he was about to 
leave from office. The inci¬ 
dent was captured on a 
CCTV camera, an officer 
said. 

“Nakul was previously in¬ 
volved in four cases of at¬ 
tempt to murder, murder, 
and arms act. He was arrest¬ 
ed last year in a murder 
case. He was released from 
jail in June 2019 and restart¬ 
ed criminal activities,” said 
the officer. Efforts are being 
made to arrest Nandu, the 
police added. 




NOTICE 

for Cancellation of Tender 


With reference to Notice No. Pr215618 
(Industries) dated 31-08-2019 regarding Selection 
of Creative Agency/Event Manager for Design, 
Erection, Conceptualization of 4 India International 
Trade Fair” during 14-27 November, 2019 at 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, this is to inform that 
due to unavoidable circumstances the tender has 

been cancelled. c ,, 

Sd/- 

p.r. 218001 industries(i9-20):D Director Industries 


tid 3iunm «TT ttnA, ift cutfe HU 9Rt 


INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS 


DEPARTMENT 

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND 


CORRIGENDUM 

Operation and Maintenance (QMM) of existing LED Display Board 

This is in reference to Tender Notice No. 2500, Dated - 09- 
09-2019 published vide PR No 216511 for Operation, Maintenance and 
Management of Existing LED Display Board. 

The Pre-Bid Meeting was held on 24-09-2019. As decided by the 
committee in the pre-bid meeting some changes has been made in the 
Tender Document. 

In Clause 4 of Criteria of Evaluation Chartered Accountant 
certified copy should be submitted should be read as Audit 
Report of last three financial years along with a Certificate 
issued by Chartered Accountant establishing the financial 
capability should be submitted 

The last date for tender submission is 1 st October,2019 at 3 P.M and 
Tender will be opened on 1 st October, 2019 at 4 P.M. Tender Opening 
Meeting will be organised at Suchana Bhawan, Meur's Road, Ranchi- 
834008^_ 

Director 

Information & Public Relations Department 
PR 218018 (IPRD)19-20*D Government of Jharkhand 


WEST CENTRAL 
RAILWAY 


KOTA DIVISION 
NIT No.TKD/13/2019 
Date: 20/09/2019 


TENDER NOTICE 


Sr. Divisional Electric Engineer/ 
TRS/ Electric Loco Shed, 
Tughlakabad, New Delhi-44, acting 
for and on behalf of The president 
of India, invites E-Tenders against 
the following Tenders, with the 
closing date 01/11/2019 at 15.00. 
Hrs. Bidders will be able to submit 
their orginal/revised bids upto 
closing date and time only. Manual 
offers are not allowed against 
these tenders, and any such 
manual offer received shall be 
ignored. Tender No.- TKD/13/ 
2019, Name of work and Station- 
Conversion of WAG-9 and WAG- 
9H loco Bogie with TBU, PBU type 
Brake Gearing into conventional 
Brake Gearing. Station: Electric 
Loco Shed, Tughlakabad. QTY- 20 
Nos. Estimated Cost (In Rs.)- 
1,78,50,000/-, Cost of Tender 
Form (In Rs.)- 5,000/- (Non 
Refundable), Earnest Money (In 
Rs.)- 2,39,300/-, Completion 
Period- 12 Months. Tender 
Closing Date & Time- 01/11/2019, 
15.00 Hrs. Note: Complete details 
are available in the tenders posted 
on Railway website 
www.ireps.gov.in 

Sr. DEE (TRS), Electric Loco 
Shed, WCR, Tughalakabad, 
New Delhi-110044 


^cT Z11TT qlxM f§|cr>|4|c1 ^ 138 
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Man stabbed to death 
for resisting robbery 

Three suspects arrested in Sagarpur 


Dairy staff stage robbery 
of nearly U lakh, nabbed 

Over T2 lakh recovered from four accused, say police 



The accused in police custody, -special arrangement 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Four persons, including em¬ 
ployees of a dairy, has been 
arrested for allegedly staging 
a robbery of nearly 3:4 lakh 
in south Delhi’s Deoli, the 
police said on Thursday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South) Atul Kumar 
Thakur said 32.58 lakh along 
with three countrymade pis¬ 
tols and seven live cartridges 
have been recovered from 
Satya Pal (28), Om Prakash 
(22), Nishant (19) and Arjun 
Kumar (21). 

On September 23, at 2.30 
p.m., the police said they re¬ 
ceived a call regarding a rob¬ 
bery near a private school in 
Neb Sarai’s Deoli. 

On way to bank 

On reaching the spot, the 
team met the complainants 
- Nishant Gupta and Arjun - 
who said the incident hap¬ 
pened when they were going 
to Punjab National Bank 
from a dairy to deposit their 
owner’s money. The duo 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Two men have been arrest¬ 
ed for carrying arms in ghee 
cans, the police said on 
Thursday. 

DCP (Special Cell) Pra- 
mod Singh Kushwah said Ji- 
tender alias Jeetu (25) from 
Madhya Pradesh and Raj Ba¬ 
hadur (30) from Uttar Pra¬ 
desh were arrested from 
Ghazipur on September 23 
following a tip-off. 

During a search, two plas¬ 
tic cans of ghee were reco¬ 
vered from the car. Under a 
thick layer of ghee, 26 pis¬ 
tols of .32 bore calibre with 
magazines wrapped with 
polythenes and tied with 
cotton strings were found, 
the police said. 

The accused were pro- 


said they were on a scooty 
when three-four persons 
stopped them. The accused 
then took the cash from 
them at gunpoint and sped 
off. While Arjun was cur¬ 
rently working at the dairy, 
Nishant had quit a month 
ago but offered to help on 
the day of the incident, the 
police said. 

A case under Sections 392 
(punishment for robbery), 
397 (robbery, or dacoity, 
with an attempt to cause 
death or grievous hurt) and 
34 (common intention) of 
the IPC have been regis- 


curing weapons from Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and selling 
them to receivers in Etawah, 
Gwalior and Dholpur. This 
gang used to receive pistols 
of .32 bore calibres at a rate 
of ^8,000-12,000 per piece 
depending upon the quality 
and used to sell it in NCR at 
325,000-30,000 per piece, 
the police added. 


tered. 

During probe, the police 
grew suspicious and decided 
to question one of the 
complainants. 

“Arjun, who was carrying 
the money to PNB, broke 
down and confessed to hav¬ 
ing hatched the conspiracy 
along with Nishant to get all 
cash from the dairy robbed 
with help of Om, Satyapal, 
and others,” Mr. Thakur 
said. 

On Arjun’s instance, the 
rest of the accused were 
nabbed following a few 
raids, the police added. 

DCW notice to 
police over 
death threats 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Commission for 
Women on Thursday issued 
a notice to the police over 
the delay in action over 
their chief Swati Maliwal’s 
complaint alleging death 
threats from spa centre 
owners. 

Ms. Maliwal had ap¬ 
proached the police stating 
that certain spa centre own¬ 
ers had threatened her fol¬ 
lowing the DCW’s crack¬ 
down on such places. Ms. 
Maliwal said, “I wish to reit¬ 
erate that I shall not be tak¬ 
ing any personal security as 
it will be great injustice to 
the lakhs of women in Delhi 
who live in constant fear.” 
She also sought reasons be¬ 
hind non-registration of an 
FIR on her complaint. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 32-year-old man was 
stabbed to death allegedly 
for resisting an attempt to a 
robbery in south-west Del¬ 
hi’s Sagarpur in the small 
hours of Thursday, the pol¬ 
ice said. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South-West) Deven¬ 
der Arya said three men 
have been arrested in con¬ 
nection with the case. 

They said the police con¬ 
trol room received a call at 
4.36 a.m. about a man lying 
in a pool of blood in front of 
Arya Samaj Mandir in Sagar¬ 
pur. A team rushed to the 
spot and the injured was ta¬ 
ken to Deen Dayal Upad- 
hyay Hospital where doc- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Two persons allegedly loot¬ 
ed customers of over 3B lakh 
at gunpoint at a bank in 
Shahdara’s Farsh Bazar on 
Thursday, the police said. 
One of the accused has been 
arrested and the money has 
been recovered, they said. 

DCP (Shahdara) Amit 
Sharma said Vikas alias Ba- 
blu from Uttar Pradesh’s 
Dhanoa has been held. The 
police said at 3.30 p.m., Vi¬ 
kas and his accomplice, 
who were carrying firearms, 
entered the bank and looted 
3:8.89 lakh from customers 
at gunpoint. 

The accused then man¬ 
aged to flee but one of them 
was caught by a beat consta¬ 
ble, an assistant sub-inspec¬ 
tor from the PCR unit and 
two other persons. 

Other recoveries 

“Along with the entire 
amount, a countrymade pis¬ 
tol with bullets and a knife 
were seized from him. The 
motorcycle used in the com¬ 
mission of crime has also 
been recovered,” Mr. Shar- 


tors declared him brought 
dead. 

Monu Tyagi from Muzaf- 
farnagar had come to his un¬ 
cle’s house and was on the 
way to the railway station 
when the incident took 
place. 

An FIR has been regis¬ 
tered at Sagarpur police sta¬ 
tion under Indian Penal 
Code Section 302 (murder) 
against the trio, the police 
said. 

Mr. Arya added that a 
CCTV footage of the inci¬ 
dent shows three people 
trying to snatch a bag from 
the victim and when he re¬ 
sists, they stab him multiple 
times in the chest and lower 
abdomen, after which he 
collapses. 



The accused was nabbed 
while trying to flee. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


ma said. 

Preliminary enquiry has 
been revealed that the two 
accused started from Amro- 
ha railway station late on 
Tuesday with the intention 
to commit a robbery as they 
were in a dire need of mo¬ 
ney. They reached Loni and 
stayed overnight, the police 
said. 

“On Thursday, they start¬ 
ed from Loni on a bike and 
headed towards Farsh Bazar 
where they executed the 
loot. Efforts are being made 
to nab the second accused 
in the case,” Mr. Sharma 
said. 


Pistols found concealed 
in ghee cans; 2 arrested 

Duo used to sell firearms in NCR 



The accused in police 
custody on Thursday. 


Armed men loot people 
of over ?8 lakh at bank 

One arrested; full amount recovered 


Children urge leaders for 
action on climate change 


Nuh residents form human chain along 
NH-248, demand widening of stretch 

‘Most accidents happen because of highway being narrow’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

A large number of children 
took out a march near Galle¬ 
ria Market in DLF Phase-IV 
here on Thursday seeking 
climate action from the 
State, national and world 
leaders. They demanded 
that the government take 
back the proposed amend¬ 
ments in the Punjab Land 
Preservation Act, 1900. 

Holding banners that 
read, “Wake Up Humans 
You Are Endangered 2”, 


“We Fight For Aravalis” and 
“We Want to Live Past 
2050”, among others, the 
students gathered at Galle¬ 
ria Market at 3 p.m. to 
march up to Super Mart 1 
and back. The children 
stressed upon the impor¬ 
tance of the Aravali Hills and 
the need to protect them. 
They launched an aware¬ 
ness campaign called “#Vo- 
teForYour Child”, through 
which they plan on making 
parents aware that the elec¬ 
toral choice. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

Several residents in neigh¬ 
bouring Nuh formed a hu¬ 
man chain along National 
Highway-248, also known as 
Gurugram-Alwar Highway, 
and staged a demonstration 
seeking the widening of the 
stretch passing through the 
district. 

They later marched from 
Nagina College to Badkali 


Chowk raising slogans to de¬ 
mand that the highway be 
widened to six lanes from 
Sohna to Alwar. Manch’s 
convener Rajuddin Meo said 
around 1,300 people had 
lost their lives in accidents 
on the stretch over the past 
five years. 

He added that most of the 
accidents were caused be¬ 
cause the highway was not 
wide enough. 


Mr. Meo accused the pre¬ 
sent and the previous go¬ 
vernments of step-motherly 
treatment to the region and 
not widening the highway. 

No action taken 

Manch’s vice-president Mo¬ 
hammad Ilyas said a founda¬ 
tion stone was laid for the 
widening of the road during 
Congress regime in 2008, 
but nothing happened. 


NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


E-Procurement Tender Notice No. 

4/Track/2019 Dated 23.09.2019 

On behalf of the President of India, 
Principal Chief Engineer, North Eastern 
Railway, Gorakhpur invites the 
following E-Procurement Tenders: 
S.No. 1 :- Open Tender No.: 5892019 
/Dueon 21.10.2019 
Description of materials : Fabrication, 
manufacture and supply of Combination 
Switch Expansion Joints (complete set) 
60 Kg/52 Kg as per RDSO drawing no. 
T-6782 with alteration 2, conforming to 
IRS specification no.T-10-2000 
corrigendum no.1 of December, 2016 
with all fittings as per drawing, 
Consigneewise Qty. : Varanasi 82 Sets, 
Delivery period : 10 Months, Estimated 
Tender Value : ? 1,20,11,114/-, Earnest 
Money : ^2,40,230/-, 

NOTE :- 1. The complete information 
along with tender document of above E- 
Procurement Tender is available in 
website on https://ireps.gov.in upto 
11.00 hrs, on the due date of tender 
opening. 2. Bids other than in the form 
of E-Bids shall not be accepted against 
above Tenders. For this purpose, 
venders are required to get themselves 
registered with I REPS website along 
with class-ill Digital signature 
certificates issued by CCA under IT Act- 
2000. 3. In case of any difficulty 
helpdesk available on the website of 
IREPS may be approached. 

(i) Executive Engineer/T.P 09794840219 

(ii) Ch. Office Supdt./3T 09794844215 

Executive Engineer/TMC, 
CPRO/W-218 _ Gorakhpur 


About any passenger amenity complain 
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955 


Never travel on roof and foot boards 


NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


E-Tendering Tender Notice No. 41/2019 


Divisional Railway Managar 
(Engg.) North Eastern Railway, 
Izatnagar for and behalf of president 
of India invites "OPEN" e-tender 
through on Line (E-tendering) for the 
following work. 

S. No.:-l r Description of works: 

Carrying out Zone works for period 
ending 30-06-2020 on Zone No.-12 
Kasganj (Inc.) to MHA (Ex.) up to 
Km. 253/0, KJC(ln) up to Km. 417/0 
and Jafari colony, Malgodam colony 
at Kasganj. Approximate value: 
? 73,30,950.00.E.M.D. Money (Rs.): 
? 1,46,600/-, Cost of Tender Form 
(Rs.): ? 5,000/-,Completion time/ 
period from the date of issue of 
acceptance letter: 30-06-2020. 
S. No.:-2 f Description of works: 
Carrying out Zone works for period 
ending 30-06-2020 on Zone No.-I 
IZN/I MQP to LC No. 250A (Both Inc.) 
Chaupla colony, Bareilly city colony, 
Station front colony at Bareilly city. 
Approximate value: ? 60,61,704.00. 
E.M.D.Money (Rs.): ? 1,21,200/-, 
Cost of Tender Form (Rs.): ^ 5,000/-, 
Completion time/period from the 
date of issue of acceptance 
letter :30-06-2020. S.No.:-3 f 

Description of works: Special repair 
works of railway quarters of new city 
colony BC, old city colony BC and 
Chaupla colony under jurisdiction of 
SSE/W/ Bareilly city. Approximate 
value: ? 52,15,502.75, E.M.D.Money 
(Rs.): ? 1,04,300/-, Cost of Tender 
Form (Rs.): t 5,000/-, Completion 
time/period from the date of issue 
of acceptance letter: 04 Months. 
(1) On line e-tender can be 
submitted upto 15:00 hrs. of 
dated 22-10-2019. (2) For Full 
details and Submission of bid 
please see the Indian Railways 
IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in. 

Divisional Railway Manager 
CPRO/W-217 (Engg.), Izatnagar 
About any passenger amenity complaint 

SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955 


Never travel on roof 
and. foot boards. 


NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY ALLAHABAD 


E-Procurement Tender Notice No.22/19 


Dated 17.09.2019 


E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE 


On behalf of President of India, Sr. Divisional Material Manager, North Central Railway, Agra invites the E-procurement tenders: 


SN 


Tender no 


13195625 


Description 


Self contained drinking water cooler with 
cooling capacity 225 Itrs. / Hr., storage 
capacity 400 Itrs. 


Qty 


06 Nos 


EMD (Rs) 


0 


Tender Opening Date 


11.10.2019 


Note: (1) The complete information of above E-Procurement Tender are available on IREPS website i.e 
http://www.ireps.gov.in., (2) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above Tender, For this 
purpose, Vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along with class III digital signature 
certificates issued by CCA under IT Act-2000., (3) Rates entered into Financial rate page and duly signed digitally shall 
only be considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other form / letter head is attached by vendor shall be 
straight away ignored and shall not be considered., (4) Documents being attached should be signed on their body.,The 
above tender notice have been uploaded on http://www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in” & www.tender.gov.in. In case of 
any difficulty helpdesk available on the IREPS website may be approached. 


ff] North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in (J] railway northcentral@CRRONCR 1372/1 9(A) 


NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY ALLAHABAD 


No: AGRA/ELE/OP/TENDER/2018/05/R2 


Dated: 20.09.2019 


E-TENDER NOTICE 


Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer (TRD). North Central Railway, Agra, for and on behalf of the President of 
India, invites the following E-Tender on prescribed form The details of the tenders are as under: 


Tender No. 


AGRA/ELE/ 

OP/TENDER/ 

2018/05/R2 


Name of work 


“Loading unloading and 
transportation of Loco Pilot’s and 
Asstt. Loco Pilot’s line boxes from 
box room to train & train to box room 
on variou platforms of Agra Cantt. 
Station & Mathhura Jn. Station” 


Approximate 
Cost (in Rs.) 


19,63,460.25 


Earnest 
Money (in Rs.) 


3 = 

39,300.00 


Cost of Tender 
Document (in Rs.) 


3 = 

2,240.00 


Completion Period (in Days):- 225 Days, Date of opening offender:- 14.10.2019, Note:-1. The complete 
information along with tender document of above E-Tenders will be available on website www.ireps.gov.in up to 
15:00 hrs. on 14.10.2019 the due date of tender opening., 2. Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be 
accepted against above tenders. For this purpose, vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS 
website along with Digital Signature Certificate issued by CCAunder IT Act-2000., 3. Rates entered into Financial 
Rate page and duly signed digitally shall be considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other 
form/letter head if attached by vendors shall be straightway ignored and shall not be considered., 4. Document 
being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its body., 5. This tender notice have also been uploaded on 
www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in, 6. Payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Tender Document Cost in 
respect of e-Tendering shall be accepted through net banking or payment gateway only., 7. In case of any 
difficulty helfdestk available on the website of IREPS may be approached. 


[f~] North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in railway northcentral@CPRONCR 1382/1 9(A) 
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NORTH 5 


Seven killed in road 
accident near Jaipur 

JAIPUR 

Seven persons, including three 
women, were killed when the 
car they were travelling in 
collided with a trailer coming 
from the wrong direction, near 
Sri Karan Narendra Agriculture 
University in Jobner, 40 km 
from Jaipur, on Thursday. The 
deceased hailed from Asalpur 
village. 



EASTERN RAILWAY 1 

Tender No.: F_Stores_Gen_Sec_36, 
Dated: 19.09.2019. Dy. Chief Materials 
Manager, Eastern Railway, Jamalpur 
invites E-tender for the following work: 
Name of work : Loading and unloading 
of railway stores to the tune of 14124 
MT from Lorries and Wagons (Non 
craneable items) and shifting of those 
stores to/from different wards/yards/ 
location of this depot, and stacking of 
the same at assigned places as 
directed by incharge of concerned 
section. Advertised Value: 

? 12,99,549.24. Earnest Money : 

? 26,000. Bidding start date: 
03.10.2019. Date, Time of Uploading 
tender : 19.09.2019, 12.29 hrs. 
Closing Date/Time: 17.10.2019 at 
15.00 hrs. Validity of offer: 90 (Days). 
Bidders are advised to visit 
www.ireps.gov.in for tender details, 
rules, regulations and method for 
bidding online. Bidders will be able to 
submit their original/revised bids up to 
closing date and time only. Manual 
offers are not allowed against this 
tender. 

(STORES-38/2019-20) 

Tender Notices are also available at website: 

www.er.indianrailways.gov.in/www.ireps.gov.in 


Tender No.: DL_IMS_HWH_59, 
dated: 23.09.2019. Sr. DME, Diesel, 
Eastern Railway, Howrah invites open 
E-Tender in Two packet system for the 
following work. Name of the work: 
Implementation of Integrated 
Management System (IMS) i.e. 
consultancy, counseling, auditing & 
certification of Integrated Management 
System (IMS-ISO:9001, ISO:14001 & 
ISO:45001 of latest version) in Howrah 
Diesel Shed, Eastern Railway, Howrah. 
Tender Closing Date and time : 
30.10.2019 at 15.00 hrs. Advertised 
Value : ? 3,55,475. Earnest Money: 

? 7,100. Bidding Start Date : 
16.10.2019. Date and time of 
uploading tender : 20.09.2019 at 
12.23 hrs. Validity of Offer : 60 Days. 
Website particulars of tender paper 
can be downloaded from www.ireps. 
gov.in Bidders will be able to submit 
their original/revised bids upto closing 
date and time only. Manual offers are 
not allowed against this tender. 

(HWH-178/2019-20) 

Tender Notices are also available at website: 

www.er.indianrailways.gov.in/www.ireps.gov.in 


E-Tenders are invited by the Sr. 
Divisional Electrical Engineer(G), 
Eastern Railway, Asansol for the 
following works from reputed tenderers 
having valid Electric contractor Licence 
and capable to complete the following 
works financially. SI.No.-1. Tender 
Notice No.: EL/58/19. Name of the 

work with its location: Asansol: Coach 
washing plant for coaching complex 
Asansol. Tender value: ? 13,83,456. 

Earnest Money: ? 27,700. SI.No.-2. 
Tender Notice No.: EL/59/19. Name 

of the work with its location: Asansol 
Divn.: AC's crew booking lobbies at 
UDL-04+ASN-04 Tender value: ^ 
3,62,990. Earnest Money: ? 7,300. 
SI.No.-3.Tender Notice No.: EL/60/19. 

Name of the work with its location: 

Asansol Divn.: Improvement of 
illumination in coaching complex by 
replacement of defective conventional 
light fitting with LED luminanaries. 
Tender value: ? 16,85,967. Earnest 
Money: ^ 33,700. Date and time of 
closing & opening : 24.10.2019 at 

11.00 hrs. (for SI. No. 1 to 3). Complete 
details can be seen in the Railways 
website www.ireps.gov.in 

(ASN-135/2019-20) 

Tender Notices are also available at website: 

www.er.indianrailways.gov.in/www.ireps.gov.in 


The following E-Tender is invited by the 
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer 
(General), Eastern Railway, Sealdah, 
2nd floor, Remote Control Building, 
Eastern Railway, Kolkata-700014 in 
connection with the following work : 
Tender No.: ELEG-OT-742-2019-20, 

Dated: 24.09.2019. Particulars of the 

work: Implementation of RDSO 
Scheme for push pulls Train Operation 
of Rolling Stock of LHB HOG Variant 
Coaches and WAP7/WAP5. Tender 
Value : ^ 2,29,76,561. Earnest Money: 

? 2,64,900. Tender Submission Start 

Date: 04.10.2019. Tender Submission 

End Date : 18.10.2019 at 15.00 hrs. 
Tender Bid Opening Date : 

18.10.2019 after 15.00 hrs. Details of 

tender notice and corrigendum issued 
from time to time are available at 

website: www.ireps.gov.in 

(SDAH-179/2019-20) 

Tender Notices are also available at website: 

www.er.indianrailways.gov.in/www.ireps.gov.in 


Tender Notice No.: EL/HWH/25/21 
(Notice)/368, dt. 24.09.2019. Divisional 
Railway Manager, Eastern Railway, 
Howrah invites Open Tender for the 
under-mentioned electrical work. 

Tender No. : EL/HWH/25/21/3040. 
Name of work : Implementation of 
RDSO scheme for Push pull train 
operation of rolling stock of LHB HOG 
variant coaches and WAP7/WAP5 

locomotives for reliable Communication 

between maser and slave locomotives. 

Tender value : ^ 2,14,93,838. Earnest 
Money : ? 2,57,500. Closing date and 
time of tender : 18.10.2019 at 15.00 

hrs. The details of tender are available 
at website: www.ireps.gov.in 
Tenderers are requested to submit their 
offer online on the above website. 

(HWH-180/2019-20) 

Tender Notices are also available at website: 

www.er.indianrailways.gov.in/www.ireps.gov.in 



Manjhi accuses Tejashwi of 
showing ‘soft corner’ for NDA 

HAM chief defends decision to declare candidate for bypoll 


Bargari sacrilege case: Punjab 
has no faith in CBI, says CM 

‘The agency is acting under pressure from Centre at the behest of the Badals’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

A day after the CBI trans¬ 
ferred the probe relating to 
the Bargari sacrilege cases 
of 2015 to its special investi¬ 
gation team, Punjab Chief 
Minister Amarinder Singh 
on Thursday said the State 
had no faith in the agency as 
it was acting under pressure 
from the Central 
government. 

While the State govern¬ 
ment formally contested, in 
the special court at Mohali, 
the CBI’s decision to hand 
over the investigation to SIT, 
the Chief Minister said the 
agency was “clearly acting 
under pressure from the 
Central government at the 
behest of the Badals of the 
Shiromani Akali Dal and 
was quite obviously trying 
to stop the probe from going 
forward”. 

“The decision to hand ov¬ 
er the case to a new SIT 
three months after the CBI 



Chief Minister Amarinder 
Singh 


had filed a closure report in 
court was a clear ploy to de¬ 
lay the probe and stop the 
State government from tak¬ 
ing over,” he said. 

‘Will oppose in court’ 

He said the State govern¬ 
ment would continue to op¬ 
pose the CBI in the court 
and would also fight, at all 
levels, for getting the case 
back to the State police. “We 
will not let anyone get away 
with cheating the people of 



Shiromani Akali Dal chief 
Sukhbir Singh Badal 


Punjab of their due justice.” 

“The CBI had exposed it¬ 
self to be totally partisan 
and unfair in the entire af¬ 
fair,” said Captain Amarin¬ 
der, pointing out that des¬ 
pite repeated pleas and 
efforts of the State govern¬ 
ment in the wake of the clo¬ 
sure report, the agency had 
failed to return the case files 
to the Punjab police. The 
failure was “clearly deliber¬ 
ate and mischievous”, so 
that the agency could buy 


time to divert the case to the 
new SIT, for its eventual bu¬ 
rial, he added. 

“The CBI has been acting 
entirely under the influence 
of the Badals, which negates 
any possibility of a fair and 
thorough probe into the 
case,” said the Chief Minis¬ 
ter, adding that justice could 
be meted out only if the 
State police investigated the 
matter. 

‘No headway’ 

“For three years, they [CBI] 
failed to make any headway 
despite all the powers and 
means at their disposal, and 
then filed a closure report 
without completing the in¬ 
vestigation. And when we 
decided to duly take the 
case back from them, as per 
the decision of the Vidhan 
Sabha, they have done a 
complete U-turn again by 
reopening the case and 
handing it over to their own 
SIT,” said the Chief Minister. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICATIHAR (BIHAR) 

Former Bihar Chief Minister 
Jitan Ram Manjhi on Thurs¬ 
day fired a fresh salvo at the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal, which 
heads the opposition Grand 
Alliance in the State of which 
his Hindustani Awam Morcha 
is also a part, charging its 
leader Tejashwi Yadav with 
displaying “a soft corner for 
the NDA”. 

The HAM president made 
the startling allegation while 
defending his decision to an¬ 
nounce his party’s candidate 
from Nathnagar Assembly 
seat, where bypoll is due 
next month, ahead of the 
Grand Alliance’s proposed 
meeting later this week. “We 
cannot go on back foot after 
having played on the front 
foot,” he asserted. 

“We had taken the deci¬ 
sion to field Ajay Rai from 
Nathnagar with concurrence 
of alliance partners, long be¬ 
fore the RJD stabbed us in the 
back by unilaterally, giving 



Hindustani Awam Morcha 
president Jitan Ram Manjhi 


tickets to its candidates for 
four out of five Assembly seg¬ 
ments where bypolls are to 
be held,” Mr. Manjhi told re¬ 
porters here. 

Ticket issue 

The RJD is yet to go public 
with the seats it plans to con¬ 
test and the respective candi¬ 
dates. However, there have 
been reports that on Tuesday 
tickets were surreptitiously 
given to aspirants for all as¬ 
sembly segments, barring 
Kishanganj which is the sit¬ 
ting seat of the Congress. 


“The RJD’s treachery had 
left us with no choice. I was 
not in a position to show my 
face to the party cadre. So I 
had to formally announce 
the candidature of Rai in 
Bhagalpur on Wednesday. He 
will file his nomination pap¬ 
ers on September 30. And I 
hope better sense prevails 
when all constituents of 
Grand Alliance meet in Patna 
on September 28,” he said. 

Squarely blaming Mr. Te¬ 
jashwi Yadav, the RJD heir ap¬ 
parent and Leader of the Op¬ 
position in the Atate 
Assembly, for the confusion 
prevailing in the five-party 
formation, Mr. Manjhi 
claimed: “Had we been in the 
wrong we would not have re¬ 
ceived support from our al¬ 
lies like the VIP headed by 
Mukesh Sahni.” 

“Even RLSP chief Upendra 
Kushwaha, who has chosen 
to remain quiet so far, is sore 
over the manner in which Te¬ 
jashwi has been function¬ 
ing,” Mr. Manjhi said. 


More loan waiver funds 
to benefit more farmers 


Rajasthan govt, allocates T100 crore 


MOHAMMED IQBAL 
JAIPU R 

The State government’s de¬ 
cision to allocate an addi¬ 
tional ?100 crore for its 
long-term farm loan waiver 
scheme will benefit more 
farmers in Rajasthan. The 
measure follows the short¬ 
term loan waiver which 
was rolled out through spe¬ 
cial camps organised in all 
the 33 districts of the State. 
The ruling Congress had 
announced the waiver im¬ 
mediately after coming to 
power in December 2018. 

Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot took the decision to 
enhance the allocation on 
Wednesday while taking in¬ 
to account the number of 
beneficiaries who could get 
back their land mortgaged 
for debt. The State govern¬ 
ment had earlier an¬ 
nounced loan waivers up to 
t2 lakh for each farmer, re¬ 
sulting in the burden of an 
estimated H8,000 crore on 
the exchequer. 

For the lcharif crop cycle 
this year, about 10 lakh 
farmers in the State were 
identified for grant of loans 
through cooperative banks 
amid allegations by the Op¬ 
position BJP that the “po¬ 
pulist measure” of farm 
loan waiver had failed to 
reach the eligible agricultu- 



Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 


rists and led to scams in 
several districts. 

Poll promise 

The Congress had pro¬ 
mised to tackle agrarian 
distress during its cam¬ 
paign for the 2018 Assemb¬ 
ly polls. Mr. Gehlot has gi¬ 
ven instructions for a 
survey of crops to release 
compensation to farmers 
for losses due to natural ca¬ 
lamities, including the re¬ 
cent heavy monsoon rains. 

Sufficient stocks of urea 
fertilizer will be main¬ 
tained in the State for the 
sowing of rabi crops, which 
will begin next month-end 
in an estimated 1.05 crore 
hectare area. Mr. Gehlot 
said the Centre would be 
requested for an additional 
supply of urea to meet the 
demand for 15 lakh metric 
tonnes of the fertilizer dur¬ 
ing the rabi season. 
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Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 

max min 

34 26 

Safdarjang 


34 26 

Palam 


33 25 


Delhi Palam Today 

33°C The weather will be 
cloudy. Night will be 
comfortable. Light rain is 
possible at a few places. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

32°C A cloudy and warm day 
will prevail. Night remains 
comfortable. Short spells of 
light rain are likely. 

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 
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Release flood relief for M.P.: Scindia to PM 


‘Excess rain had caused almost complete damage to crops, roads and loss of lives’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHOPAL 

Congress leader Jyotiraditya 
Scindia wrote to Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday urging him to re¬ 
lease a package of H0,000 
crore that Madhya Pradesh 
had asked for as relief for 
those hit by floods and rain 
this season. 

Tour of districts 

Stating that he had toured 
more than 10 affected dis¬ 
tricts, Mr. Scindia wrote. 


“Excess rain had caused al¬ 
most complete damage to 
crop, destruction of roads 
and loss of human and ani¬ 
mal lives.” 

As many as 596 persons 
and 1,761 animals were 
killed, 67,033 houses were 
destroyed, 13,61,773 farmers 
were affected in the floods. 
Crops in around 14 lakh acre 
were destroyed, he wrote. 

“It must be noted that in¬ 
formation relating to the 
damage had been given to a 
Central team that visited the 


worst-affected areas of the 
State... I was told that the 
Madhya Pradesh govern¬ 
ment had sent a proposal of 
^10,000 crore to the Central 
government for a relief 
package,” he wrote. 

Recently, Mr. Scindia had 
expressed dissatisfaction 
over the preliminary survey 
and called for a need for 
reassessment in certain re¬ 
gions and payment of 
“adequate compensation” 
to farmers affected in the 
floods. 



fl 

Congress leader Jyotiraditya 
Scindia 


All smiles 



A tourist shares a light moment with Girdhar Vyas, who claims to have the longest (26 ft) moustache in the world, at Junagarh 
Fort in Bikaner on Thursday, on the eve of World Tourism Day. ■ pti 


Can’t rely only 
on regional 
assessment 
reports: NGT 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea challeng¬ 
ing the environmental 
clearance granted to 12 mi¬ 
nor mineral-sand mining 
projects in Uttar Pradesh, 
the National Green Tribu¬ 
nal held that the Regional 
Environmental Impact As¬ 
sessment (REIA) reports 
cannot be the sole basis for 
approval to projects. 

Clearance quashed 

A bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel, while 
quashing the environmen¬ 
tal clearance said: “REIA is 
a macro-level tool which 
only gives representative 
idea of impacts in general, 
in a large area. It is just an 
indicative tool which gives 
a bird’s-eye view of the sit¬ 
uation. Only the individual 
EIA [Environmental Im¬ 
pact Assessment] or clus¬ 
ter-based EIA can bring 
out individual or cluster- 
based impacts on 
environment.” 

The green panel further 
held, “Relying solely on 
REIA or carving out indivi¬ 
dual EIAs from it cannot 
give or capture impacts at 
the micro or individual le¬ 
vels... Such a situation 
would result in the reci¬ 
pient environment being 
the net loser, which cannot 
be permitted in terms of 
the tenets of Precautionary 
Principle.” 

“Relying on such tools 
will give the authorities a 
false sense of environmen¬ 
tal compliance whereas 
environmental degrada¬ 
tion will continue at the 
same pace,” the NGT 
Bench added. 


M.P. panel to probe AYUSH doctors practising allopathy 

Report to be submitted in a month; State hasn’t permitted AYUSH practitioners to prescribe modern drugs 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The Madhya Pradesh govern¬ 
ment has constituted a team 
to look into AYUSH doctors 
taking up modern medicine 
and prescribing allopathic 
drugs at private hospitals. 

“The services of AYUSH 
doctors are being used for 
night duty at most of the hos¬ 
pitals in the private sector,” 
reads an order dated Septem¬ 
ber 13 on the constitution of 
the team. “In reality what is 
going on, the department has 
no information regarding 
this.” 

According to the rules, 
says the order, ayurveda, yo¬ 
ga and naturopathy, unani, 
siddha and homoeopathy 
(AYUSH) doctors can’t pre¬ 
scribe allopathic drugs. 

Though allopathy hospi¬ 


tals can employ AYUSH doc¬ 
tors, they cannot be allowed 
to prescribe drugs, State AY¬ 
USH Department Additional 
Chief Secretary Shikha Dubey 
told The Hindu. “At present, 
we don’t know how many 
such doctors are there, and 
for how long have they been 
prescribing allopathic drugs. 
The team will submit a report 
within a month,” she said. 

Unlike many States, Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh hasn’t yet per¬ 
mitted AYUSH doctors to 
practice modern medicine, 
but they could prescribe 72 
drugs at integrated dispensar¬ 
ies in rural areas, only after 
passing a six-month course. 

States like Maharashtra, 
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Punjab, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Ut¬ 
tarakhand have allowed the 
practice dwelling upon Rule 2 


At private 
hospitals, patients 
are fleeced on an 
hourly basis. Just 
to make more 
money, they 
employ AYUSH 
doctors 

DR. ANANDRAI 

Vyapam scam whistle-blower 

(ee) (iii) of the Drugs and Cos¬ 
metics Rules, 1945, after the 
Supreme Court in the 1987 
case of Dr. Mukhtiar Chand 
allowed it by the means of 
State orders. 

“You could have called it 
negligence if it was by an allo¬ 
pathy doctor. This is clear 
fraud; it is criminal,” said 
Anand Rai, who last year ex¬ 
posed several AYUSH doctors 
at private hospitals in Indore 


deputed at intensive care un¬ 
its to attend to emergency 
cases and perform surgeries. 
“At private hospitals, patients 
are fleeced on an hourly ba¬ 
sis. Just to make more money, 
they employ AYUSH doc¬ 
tors,” said Dr. Rai, the Vya¬ 
pam scam whistle-blower. 
“How do you expect some¬ 
one practising herbal medi¬ 
cine to perform complicated 
procedures on patients?” 

Santanu Sen, Indian Medi¬ 
cal Association national pre¬ 
sident, said it was in principle 
against allowing the practice 
and Section 32 of the National 
Medical Commission Act, 
2019, which “promoted 
quackery”. 

When told many IMA-affi- 
liated hospitals had em¬ 
ployed AYUSH doctors in the 
past, Dr. Sen clarified: “We 


are an organisation of around 
four lakh doctors. If anyone 
violates the IMA’s stand, 
that’s just an individual agen¬ 
da.” 

Highlighting lack of AYUSH 
infrastructure, Ramavtar 
Chaudhary, national general 
secretary, AYUSH Medical As¬ 
sociation said, “The govern¬ 
ment, whose institutions are 
allopathy-centric, pushes our 
doctors to take it up just to 
show it meets the WHO doc¬ 
tor-population ratio.” 

Still, there is one doctor 
for 16,996 people in Madhya 
Pradesh, according to the Na¬ 
tional Health Profile 2018, 
against the World Health Or¬ 
ganization’s prescribed ratio 
of 1 for 1,000. The NITI Aayog 
in May had said the country 
was expected to reach the 
norm by 2024. 
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Security beefed 
up at Calcutta 
HC after threat 


Odisha Cabinet approves food 
and procurement policy 

Paddy procurement target of 60 lakh metric tonnes fixed for 2019-20 


Nandankanan zoo to follow 
sanitation disinfection protocol 

The zoological park lost four elephants to EEHV virus in a month 



fsamm 

An elephant which died at the Nandankanan Zoological Park 
in Bhubaneswar recently, -special arrangement 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICO L KATA 

Security has been tight¬ 
ened at the Calcutta High 
Court after a letter threa¬ 
tened of multiple bomb 
blasts on September 30, 
Registrar General Rabin¬ 
dranath Samanta said on 
Thursday. 

The letter, claimed to 
have been written by one 
Hardarshan Singh Nagpal, 
said that he and his son will 
trigger several bomb blasts 
inside the court complex, 
Mr. Samanta said. 

He wrote to the Union 
Home Secretary on Wed¬ 
nesday about the threat let¬ 
ter received by the high 
court administration. 

“I am to request you to 
take up the matter with 
top-most priority to avert 
any untoward incident,” 
Mr. Samanta said. 


SYED SAJJAD ALI 

AGARTALA 

Six of the 10 accused in the 
gang rape of a young house¬ 
wife in Agartala on Tuesday 
night have been arrested. 
Two police officers have also 
been suspended for laxity in 
discharging their duty. 

The victim alleged that 
the driver of an autorick- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

The Odisha Cabinet on 
Thursday approved the food 
and procurement policy for 
the kharif marketing season 
2019-20 that will commence 
from October 1 and conclude 
on September 30 next year. 

A tentative target of 41 
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) in 
terms of rice has been fixed. 
In terms of paddy, this 
comes to around 60 LMT - 
50 LMT for kharif and 10 
LMT for rabi. 

The Cabinet, chaired by 
Chief Minister Naveen Pat- 
naik, decided that there will 
be no bar on procurement of 
any higher quantum if more 
paddy comes to mandis 
from registered farmers. 


shaw she hired to visit a hos¬ 
pital drove her to an isolated 
location near the Agartala 
airport, where they were 
joined by nine more men. 
They raped her till she fell 
unconscious. 

A few hours later, the auto 
driver took her to the Circuit 
House area and left her on 
the roadside. She called her 



Naveen Patnaik 


The paddy produced dur¬ 
ing the kharif season will be 
procured from November to 
March next year and paddy 
produced during rabi season 
will be procured from May to 
June next year. Aadhaar shall 
be an identity proof for a 
farmer to sell paddy to the 
government. 


family members after re¬ 
gaining consciousness. 

The family alleged that of¬ 
ficers of two police stations 
refused to initiate action. 
Based on the family mem¬ 
bers’ complaints and their 
own findings, police author¬ 
ities suspended two Assis¬ 
tant Sub Inspectors - Sita 
Rani Debbarma and Shanti 


The paddy will be pro¬ 
cured as per the minimum 
support price fixed by the 
Central government - com¬ 
mon variety at H,815 per 
quintal and grade A variety 
at H,835 per quintal. 

The Odisha State Civil 
Supplies Corporation will 
procure paddy in all dis¬ 
tricts. Other State agencies, 
if required, will be deployed 
in rice-surplus districts, the 
Food Supplies and Consum¬ 
er Welfare Department said 
after the Cabinet meeting. 

The payment of farmers’ 
dues on account of paddy 
sold to government shall be 
transferred directly to their 
bank accounts through on¬ 
line mode within 24 to 48 
hours. 


Bahu Tripura. 

Among the arrested is the 
auto driver Pradip Das. They 
were remanded in police 
custody on Thursday after¬ 
noon. 

Strict action demanded 

Top leaders of the ruling and 
Opposition parties had de¬ 
manded strict action against 


Odisha requires 24 LMT of 
rice for its public distribu¬ 
tion system and the surplus 
rice will be delivered to the 
Central pool through the 
Food Corporation of India, it 
said. 

Other proposals 

Among other proposals, the 
Cabinet also gave its appro¬ 
val for the construction of a 
modern inter-State bus ter¬ 
minal at Baramunda in Bhu¬ 
baneswar and a bus depot at 
Khandagiri. 

The proposed ISBT will 
have 30 bus bays and 190 
idle bus parking space. It will 
also have public parking 
space for more than 250 four 
wheelers and about 175 two 
wheelers. 


the perpetrators of the 
crime. 

Niti Deb, wife of Chief Mi¬ 
nister Biplab Kumar Deb, 
Panchali Bhattacharjee, wife 
of former Chief Minister Ma- 
nilc Sarlcar and scores of pro¬ 
minent women activists met 
the victim at a hospital 
where she is currently un¬ 
dergoing treatment. 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

After losing four jumbos to 
the fatal elephant endothe- 
liotropic herpesvirus (EEHV) 
in a month, Nandankanan 
Zoological Park authorities 
are set to follow a strict sani¬ 
tation and disinfection pro¬ 
tocol to prevent further ele¬ 
phant deaths. 

Central Zoo Authority 
member-secretary S.P. Yadav 
and Herpes National Project 
coordinator Gouranga Haha- 
to, who visited the zoo on 
Wednesday, have advised 
the authority to take utmost 
care so that the remaining 
four elephants do not con¬ 
tract the disease. 

“We will have to burn and 
clear the soil of the site 
where elephants are kept. 
This will be done to prevent 
spread of infection. The CZA 
authority emphasised on in¬ 
creasing the frequency of 
these steps,” said NZP depu¬ 
ty director Jayant Kumar 
Das. 

"Under no circumstance 
will elephants be allowed to 
be in physical contact with 
each other. Blood tests and 
other pathological tests will 
be conducted at frequent in¬ 
tervals." said Mr. Das. Above 
all, the elephants' behaviour 
will be monitored round-the- 


clock and their food intake 
will be closely observed. 

Medical lacunae 

The measures assume signif¬ 
icance as no drug has been 
developed to deal with 
EEHV. The NZP case is the 
first instance of the infection 
being noticed in the country 
among elephants in captivi¬ 
ty- 

Although the U.S. has 
made significant progress in 
tackling EEHV, no therapeut¬ 
ic course is available for this, 
said Mr. Das. 

“In November, an interna¬ 
tional seminar on EEHV will 
be held in Assam. We have al¬ 


ready requested American 
researchers, who will be at¬ 
tending the seminar, to pay a 
visit to the NZP around that 
time and advise local veteri¬ 
narians to handle the case,” 
said the NZP deputy direc¬ 
tor. 

The authority has assured 
the NZP that it would make 
efforts to coordinate with ex¬ 
ternal agencies to stop the 
spread of EEHV infection. 

Meanwhile, another ele¬ 
phant is said to be infected 
by herpesvirus in the Banki 
area in Cuttack district, said 
H.S. Upadhyay, Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forests 
(Wildlife). 


Six arrested for gang rape in Agartala, 2 policemen suspended 
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The Annual General 
Body Meeting of The 
Jawala Co-op. Urban T/C 
Society will be held on 
Sunday, the 29th 
September 2019, 
between 9.00 a.m. To 
1:30 p.m. atGrihKalyan 
Kendra, Peshwa Road, 
Gole Market, New Delhi. 


All are cordially invited. 

Adesh Kumar 
Hony. Secretary 



Address: 42-A, Krishnanagar, Safdarjung Enclave, 
New Delhi - 110029. Ph. 011-26109740 


IAS COACHING Institute is looking 
for full-time faculty for History, 
Art & Culture, Polity, History op¬ 
tional and Sociology optional for 
its Gwalior Centre. The interested 
persons can share their CVs at 
info@gtalearnings.com or connect 
at 8130012911. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


The General Public is hereby 
informed that my client Mrs. Prabha 
Devi Modi W/o Late Shri Satya Deo 
Modi R/o 14-B/12, East Punjabi 
Bagh, Delhi - 110026 is the owner of 
part Property No. B-1/17-A, 
constructed on piece of land 
measuring 326.09 sq.mtrs.approx., 
situated at Paschim Vihar, Delhi - 
110063, has lost The Conveyance 
Deed (duly registered as document 
no. 15750 in Addl.Book No.I, volume 
No. 2657 on pages 80 to 82 
registered on 17.08.2007, executed 
in the name of (1) S.D. Modi (Satya 
Deo Modi) and (2) Mr. S.K. Modi 
(Sudarshan Kumar Modi) both sons 
of Late Shri Kamla Prasad Modi in 
respect of Property bearing No. B- 
1/17-A, constructed on piece of land 
measuring 326.09 sq.mtrs.approx., 
situated at Paschim Vihar, Delhi - 
110063) and the same is not 
traceable inspite of her best efforts 
and if the same will be traced-out to 
anyone, please send it to the address 
of my above named client. 

SUNEEL DUTT BHARGAVA 
(Advocate) C -16, First Floor 
Gandhi Vihar, Delhi - 110054 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The General Public is hereby 
informed that my clients (1) Mr 
Praveen Kumar Jain S/o Shri 
S.K.Jain and (2) Mrs. Reena Jain 
W/o Shri Praveen Kumar Jain both 
R/o H-19/75 Sector No.7, Rohini, 
Delhi, have DEBAR their son Mr. 
Varun Jain S/o Praveen Kumar Jain 
and his wife Mrs. Samriddhi Jain W/o 
Mr. Varun Jain from their moveable 
and immoveable properties and 
renounced all their relations with 
them because they are disobedient 
and disrespect of my above named 
clients. So in future nobody will deal 
with them on behalf of my client and if 
anybody will do so then that shall be 
his/her/their own risk. 

SUNEEL DUTT BHARGAVA 
Advocate 

C -16, First Floor Gandhi Vihar, Delhi 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
It is to inform public at large that 
my client Lucky Rastogi R/o E-82/B, 
North Ghonda Gali No.10 E-Block, 
Subhash Vihar, Delhi is inclined to 
purchase a property bearing number 
E-22, East of Kailash GK-2 area 
measuring 250 sq. yd. from which is 
Shehnaaz W/o Seiyad Hussain, R/o 
1637/Cl4, Gali No.14, Govind Puri, 
Kalkaji Delhi. The said property is 
bounded as under:- East- Plot No.- 
E/20, West- Plot NO.-E-24, North- 
Road, South- S. Lane. My client is 
ready and willing to purchase the 
same by entering an agreement to 
sale with M/s. Shehnaaz who has 
been declared lawful owner of above 
said property. Anyone has any 
objection, claim, dispute, right, 
interest, demand, lien, charges 
encumbrances, over the title of the 
property in any nature, mortgage or 
claim is required to be notified to 
undersingn within 15 days of this 
notice failing it shall be deemed that 
there is no third party claim of any 
nature, whatsoever in respect of the 
said property agreed to purchased 
by my client and my client where 
after will be absolutely free to 
proceed with the execution of the 
sale deed. 

Anish Shrestha (Advocate) 
Ch.No.-263, Lawyers Block-1, 
Delhi High Court, New Delhi 


PERSONAL 


LOST & FOUND 


IT IS notified for the information that 
my original qualifying examination cer¬ 
tificate of secondary examination of 
year 2000 and roll no 6137147 issued 
by CBSE has been actually lost name 
of the candidate Gaurav Thind full ad¬ 
dress/tel B-3-B / 88-C Janakpuri New 
Delhi 110058 M 9871120067 
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Court frames charges 
against MLA in rape case 


PANAJI 

A Goa court on Thursday 
framed charges against BJP 
MLA Atanasio Monserratte 
for allegedly raping a 16- 
year-old girl. The police last 
year filed a 250-page charge 
sheet in North Goa district 
court after the investigation 
in the case was completed. 
The trial in the case will begin 
on October 17. The Panaji 
MLA has been booked under 
IPC Section 376 (rape) and 
provisions of the POCSO Act. 


ECI cell to monitor fake news, poll code violations on social media 

Cyber crime officials to also look out for content that may give rise to law and order trouble ahead of Assembly elections 



GAUT AM S. MENGLE 

MUMBAI 

Candidates contesting the 
Maharashtra Assembly 
elections will be under 
watch not just physically, 
but also in the cyberspace, 
with the Election Commis¬ 
sion of India (ECI) setting up 
a dedicated cell to monitor 
their activities on social 
media platforms ahead of 
the polls. 

Cyber crime officials said 
the social media monitoring 
cell was set up earlier this 
month, in light of the 


observation that social me¬ 
dia has become a popular 
platform for election-relat¬ 
ed activities. 

The cell will be headed by 
Superintendent of Police 
Balsing Rajput, Maharashtra 
Cyber, who is also the nodal 
officer for Maharashtra for 
the cell. 

“We are watching out for 
any and all content upload¬ 
ed on social media that 
could amount to violation of 
any kind, and will be report¬ 
ing these instances to the re¬ 
levant authorities. This in¬ 


cludes scanning all 
mediums like Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram,” Mr. 


Rajput said. 

The cell will mainly be 
keeping an eye out for three 


kinds of violations. 

The first kind is any con¬ 
tent being shared that might 
amount to defamation, ru- 
mour-mongering or fake 
news, and such instances 
will be forwarded to the 
concerned police units for 
further action. The second 
is violation of the model 
code of conduct, which will 
be reported to the ECI. The 
third category is of posts 
that might give rise to law 
and order problems, in 
which case they will be re¬ 
moved from the internet. 


We are watching 
W out for any and all 
content uploaded 
on social media that 
could amount to 
violation of any 
land 

BALSING RAJPUT 
Superintendent of Police, 

Maharashtra Cyber 

“There is a lot of scope 
for violations through social 
media, such as holding live 
events on Facebook or In¬ 
stagram when campaigning 


is forbidden, or uploading 
advertisements of 

candidates on such plat¬ 
forms when it is not al¬ 
lowed. Any activities which 
hamper the election pro¬ 
cess will be liable for ac¬ 
tion,” Mr. Raput said. 

The cell will also scan so¬ 
cial media for posts by citi¬ 
zens drawing attention to 
wilful violations of the mo¬ 
del code of conduct by can¬ 
didates or their supporters, 
including enticement for 
votes and use of force or in¬ 
timidation, officers said. 


Oppn. hits out at CM, accuses 
him of ignoring floods in Pune 

Cong., NCP ask why CM, Pune Guardian Minister are in Delhi for alliance talks 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) on Thurs¬ 
day faced another round of 
criticism for being in Delhi to 
finalise the seat-sharing for¬ 
mula with the Shiv Sena 
while intense rainfall flood¬ 
ed Pune, claiming 17 lives. 

The criticism comes days 
after the CM came under fire 
for continuing with his 
Mahajanadesh Yatra to 
campaign for elections des¬ 
pite the floods in western 
Maharashtra. 

Hitting out at the govern¬ 
ment for its late and sloppy 
response, the Opposition al¬ 
leged that Maharashtra’s dis¬ 
aster management cell was 
in deep slumber and the ‘de¬ 
lirious’ Chief Minister can¬ 
not see anything but elec¬ 
tions. “These people are not 
concerned about the crisis 
people are faced with. They 
are only worried about re¬ 
taining power. Today, when 
people are suffering, they 
are discussing seat sharing 
for the Assembly polls in Del¬ 
hi,” Mumbai Nationalist Con¬ 
gress Party (NCP) president 
Nawab Malik said. 

Mr. Malik said the State’s 
disaster management cell 
seems to go into slumber 
whenever there is a crisis¬ 
like situation, such as the 
recent hold-up of the Maha- 
laxmi Express due to heavy 
rain or the floods in western 
Maharashtra. “Every time, 
the disaster management 
cell seems to be in sleep 
mode,” he said. 

Mr. Fadnavis, who along 
with Pune’s Guardian Minis¬ 
ter Chandrakant Patil is in 
Delhi to finalise the seat¬ 
sharing arrangement with 



Water rising: A complex in Pune's Kl< Market area is flooded on Thursday, -mandar tannu 


the Sena, said the govern¬ 
ment is monitoring the res¬ 
cue work and he is in con¬ 
stant touch with the 
administration. This, too, 
did not go down well with 
the Opposition. 

Senior Congress leader Vi- 
jay Wadettiwar, who is Lead¬ 
er of the Opposition in the 
Assembly, said the govern¬ 
ment had scant regard for 
human life and was only ob¬ 
sessed about the elections 
and staying in power. 

“At the time of the Sangli- 
Kolhapur deluge, all BJP 
leaders, led by Mr. Fadnavis, 
were busy in their Mahajana¬ 
desh Yatra. Now, when peo¬ 
ple have lost their lives in 
Pune owing to heavy rain, 
the Chief Minister and 
Pune’s Guardian Minister 
are nowhere to be seen... in¬ 
stead of giving succour to the 
rain-afflicted by visiting the 
spot, they callously say they 
are taking stock of the situa¬ 


tion via videoconferencing,” 
he said. 

“Why isn’t [Mr. Patil] 
present when Pune is reeling 
under a calamity of this 
magnitude? Why is he in 
Delhi to discuss seat sharing 
and ticket distribution when 
he ought to have been direct¬ 
ing relief operations here?” 
he asked. 

Meanwhile, senior NCP 
leader Ajit Pawar urged peo¬ 
ple in Pune to remain cau¬ 
tious and asked the CM to 
restore normalcy in the dis¬ 
trict, where roads have 
caved in and bridges have 
been washed away. Appeal¬ 
ing to people to not panic, 
Mr. Pawar said, “We have en¬ 
sured that all those affected 
are taken to a secure place 
and are provided with the 
necessary arrangements. No 
one will be left out without 
aid,” he said. 

(With inputs from Shou- 
mojit Banerjee) 


Baby, family 
rescued 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PUNE 

A stranded 10-month- 
old child and his four 
family members were 
rescued from their 
flooded home in 
Parvati area of Pune by 
the fire brigade on 
Thursday. A video 
showing the infant 
being rescued went 
viral on social media. 
Fire officer Maruti 
Devkule said, “After 
putting the baby in a 
basket, I kept it on a life 
ring and swam with it 
towards safety.” Later, 
the baby’s parents and 
grandparents were 
rescued, he said. 


Ahead of ED visit, Pawar asks 
NCP workers to maintain peace 

Somaiya says action based on FIR in wake of EIC order 



Up in arms: NCP students' wing members protest the ED case 
against the Pawars, at Mumbra on Thursday. ■ vibhav birwatkar 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar on 
Thursday appealed to his 
party colleagues to maintain 
peace and not gather outside 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) office, where he will vo¬ 
luntarily go after a case was 
registered against him in the 
Maharashtra State Coopera¬ 
tive (MSC) Bank scam. 

Mr. Pawar tweeted, “As 
mentioned during my press 
conference yesterday, I will 
be visiting the Mumbai ED 
office at Ballard Estate to¬ 
morrow, Friday, 27 Septem¬ 
ber, at 14.00 hrs. I appeal to 
all my NCP cadre and sup¬ 
porters not to gather near 
the ED office premises. 
Keeping our tradition to ho¬ 
nour the Constitution and 
respect institutions, I re¬ 
quest your co-operation 
with the police and other go¬ 
vernment agencies. Please 
take care and make sure that 
people are not inconve¬ 


nienced (sic).” 

Meanwhile, former BJP 
MP Kirit Somaiya on Thurs¬ 
day advised Mr. Pawar to ap¬ 
proach the Supreme Court 
as the ED action is based on 
the FIR filed by the Econom¬ 
ic Offences Wing of the 
Mumbai Police in the wake 
of a Bombay High Court or¬ 
der. “Why is he blaming Del¬ 
hi for action against him? 
Just because his name is 


mentioned in the FIR, it 
does not mean he is guilty. 
He should approach the Su¬ 
preme Court if he is unhap¬ 
py with the High Court or¬ 
der,” Mr. Somaiya said. 

The BJP leader said in¬ 
stead of blaming his party, 
the NCP should blame the 
Congress, as the original in¬ 
quiry in the scam was or¬ 
dered by former chief minis¬ 
ter Prithviraj Chavan. 


Truck hits Ahir’s convoy, 2 killed 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHANDRAPUR 

Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) jawan Phalji Patil and 
car driver Vinod Zade were 
killed after a vehicle in the se¬ 
curity convoy of former Union 
minister Hansraj Ahir was hit 
by a truck in Wardha district 
on Thursday. 

Five other CRPF jawans 
were also injured, an official 
said. Mr. Ahir was in a sepa¬ 
rate vehicle in the convoy. 

Mr. Ahir was heading to¬ 
wards Nagpur along with his 
convoy in four vehicles when 
the accident occurred at Jam 
village on Chandrapur-Nag- 



The ill-fated vehicle which was part of the convoy of former 
minister Hansraj Ahir on Thursday, -special arrangement 


pur road. The truck driver 
took a sharp turn to save a 
monkey crossing the road. 


and hit the vehicle in 
which the personnel 
were travelling, he said. 


SataraLS seat 
a challenge for 
Cong., NCP 

ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Deciding a candidate for 
the by-election to the Sata- 
ra Lok Sabha constituency 
has become a contentious 
task for the Opposition, as 
both the Congress and the 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) want the other to 
contest the seat. 

The seat has become va¬ 
cant as NCP MP Udayanraje 
Bhosale switched to the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and 
resigned from the post. 
The bypoll will be held on 
October 21 along with the 
Assembly polls. 

NCP chief Sharad Pawar 
has offered the Satara seat 
to the Congress and recom¬ 
mended former chief mi¬ 
nister Prithviraj Chavan’s 
name to Congress presi¬ 
dent Sonia Gandhi. The 
Congress on Thursday dis¬ 
cussed the possibility of 
Mr. Chavan, the MLA from 
Karad South, contesting 
the seat in a meeting in 
Delhi. 

Mr. Chavan, however, 
denied that he would be 
fielded from Satara. “Yes, 
Sharad Pawar did offer So¬ 
nia Gandhi this seat and 
suggested my name. But I 
want to contest the As¬ 
sembly polls and have in¬ 
formed Ms. Gandhi,” he 
told The Hindu. 

Instead, Mr. Chavan has 
recommended Mr. Pawar’s 
name for the seat. “If he 
contests, it will be a cake¬ 
walk for the NCP,” he said. 

Mr. Bhosale, while 
speaking to the media a 
few days ago, had claimed 
that he will not contest the 
by-election if Mr. Pawar is 
in the fray. But Mr. Chavan 
said, “I don’t think that is 
true. It was just an emo¬ 
tional appeal. But if Mr. Pa¬ 
war contests, the NCP will 
win for sure.” 


MNS fixes candidates 
for 130 constituencies 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) 
is in the last stage of finalising candidates, 
and has till now decided to contest around 
130 of the 288 seats in the Assembly polls 
to be held on October 21. 

“We are at the last stage of finalising 
candidates for 125 to 130 seats. These are 
not only urban seats, but also include a 
large chunk of rural constituencies. Not 
contesting the polls was never an option, 
we were always going to enter the fray. 
[MNS chief Raj Thackeray] has been listen¬ 
ing to all the workers of the party, and is 
taking decisions based on their inputs,” a 
senior party leader said. 

According to party insiders, the MNS 
president will personally design the par¬ 
ty’s campaign. “We did not fight the Lok 
Sabha elections, but it was the MNS and 
our presentations against the BJP and Na- 
rendra Modi that caught everyone’s atten¬ 
tion. People will witness an identical and 
catchy campaign,” a party leader said. 
The leader said Mr. Thackeray spoke 
about 142 instances of the Prime Minister 
lying to the people of India in his 10 rallies 
across the State during the general elec¬ 
tion campaign, and not a single allegation 
could be countered by the BJP. 

On September 21, the party tweeted a 
photograph, saying: “ Raj bhashechya cha- 
huline sattadhari thabakle, fakt batmi- 
nech thapadyanche pay latpatle (Rulers 
held their breath sensing Raj’s entry, liars 
lost their strength after just hearing this 
news).” While the photograph did not car¬ 
ry any leader’s face or name, it depicted 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis’s trade¬ 
mark blue jacket. 
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER 


I 


OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE 


Tender 

No. 

Description 

Due Date 

192023 

001417 

Sodium Hypochlorite, Commercial Grade 
for TNPL Unit II. 

10.10.2019 


Terms & conditions, Quantity, Tender Fee, EMD etc., are available in 
the Tender document at our Websites: www.tenders.tn.gov.in & 
www.tnpl.com 


DIPR/3379/Tender/2019 


TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper 


mi 


Shakti Nagar Extn., Delhi-110052 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

NIT No. : E.E.(M-II)/KPZ/TC/2019-20/36 Dated : 23.09.19 

Date of start for Sale of Tender Document : 23.09.19 upto 18:01 P.M. 
Last Date of download of Tender Document: 15.10.19 upto 12:00 P.M. 
Last Date of Bid Submission : 15.10.19 upto 12:15 P.M. 

Opening of Financial Bid : 15.10.19 at 12:30 P.M. 

SI. Name Tender Estt. Earnest 

No. of Work Amt. (Rs.) Amt. (Rs.) Money (Rs.) 

1 . Imp./Dev. of drainage system and side berms of B-Block Rana Pratap 
Bagh at Ward Sangam Park, 76N/KPZ. F.T.C. Code : 14/66/XL/VI I l-S(d) 

49,08,164/- 53,98,700/- 98,200/- 

2. Imp./Dev. of drainage system and side berms of C-Block Rana Pratap 
Bagh at Ward Sangam Park, 76N/KPZ. F.T.C. Code : 14/66/XL/VI I l-S(d) 

56,67,558/- 62,34,000/- 1,13,400/- 

3. Imp./Dev. of drainage system and side berms from H.No. A-9/1 to A-9, 
H.No. A-9/1 to A-2/5 lane, A-7A/1 to A-7/12 and A-7A/13 Rana Pratap 
Bagh at Ward Sangam Park, 76N/KPZ. F.T.C. Code : 14/66/XL/VI I l-S(d) 

46,42,279/- 51,06,200/- 92,850/- 

4. Imp./Dev. of lane and drainage system from H.No. C-1/1 to C-1/30 in 

Model Town-Ill by pdg. RMC in Ward No. 77N/KPZ. F.T.C. Code : 14/66/ 
XL/VIII-S(d) _ 63,86,489/- 69,05,700/- 1,27,750/- 

Head of A/c : XL-VIII-S(d) for all the above works; Time of 
Completion : 3 Months each, for all the above works; Rates hold good 
for : 6 Months each, for all the above works; Cost of Tender : Rs. 500/- 
each,forS.No. 1 and 3, Rs. 1,000/- each for S.No. 2 and 4. 

Note :- This tender is also available on the website http://mcdetenders.com 
for bidding by approved and eligible contractor with MCD. The validity of 
rates hold good for 6 months. EE(M-II)/KPZ has the right to cancel any or 
all the tenders without any reasons. 

R.O. No. 97/DPI/North/2019-20_Ex. Engineer (M-ll) KPZ 


NORTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 

Office of the Executive Engineer (M-ll) KPZ 


DEATH 


OBITUARY 



1938-2019 


Smt. SWARNA BANKA 

W/o. Shri. R.C. Banka 
Director, TAFE & TMTL 

Passed away peacefully on 25.09.2019 
Deeply mourned by 
R.C. Banka & Family 
14/7, Nawab Habibullah Avenue, 

II Street, Off: Anderson Road, 
Chennai - 600 006. 

Ph: 044-28251111 


DEATH 


Mrs. Sitalakashmi 

(w/o Lane Shri. 0. R. P&dmanabhsnl 
□OB: 2nd August 1926 
Passed away peace(ully at 
home on 21rd September 2019 



0 . P. Ramaswamy ( 9845079076 ) 
Q.P.&waminathari 19739432407] 
OEMurali (0754429720) 
QP.Thyagarajan (9444300197) 
daughters-in-law, grandchildren, 
grand sons-in-law, 
grarid daughters-in-law, 
great-grandchflldren, and family In gri*L 


DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 



J_ a - ■ 

Mr.T.J.THOMAS 


Fonmwfy D.I.G&T Prrson&, Tamilnadu 

Fondly rememborsd by 
T r Joseph (Son) 

Dr. Hem a let ha i Daughter law) 
Rohit & Devine, and Rohan. 


BIRTHDAY 

REMEMBRANCE 


100 th Birth Anniversary 


Mr. G. Venkataraman 

( 27 . 9.1919 - 29 . 2 . 2016 ) 
(Retd. Defence accounts Dept, Hyd) 

Mrs.V. Jayalakshrni 

( 13 . 8.1929 - 9 . 3 . 2011 ) 

Your blessings and love 
will always be in our hearts. 

Children: Vidyunmala, 
Janakasutha, Hamsagayathri, 
Kumara Krishnan, Sons-in-law, 
Brinda (Daughter-in-law), 
Grand Children, 

Great Grand children. 




For enquiries on 
announcements in this 
section, please contact our 
office at the following number 
between 10a.m. and 8p.m. 
New Delhi : Oil- 43579797 
Rate for New Delhi: 
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines 
Extra Line - Rs.160/-) 
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Govt, takes control of Kerala church 

Members of Jacobite faction court arrest after high drama at St. Mary’s Church in Piravom 



Charged atmosphere: Police personnel break open the gate leading to the St. Mary's Church at 
Piravom after priests and members of the Jacobite faction locked it on Thursday, -thulasi kakkat 


in BRIEF 


i 



'VIP darshan 1 at Tirumala 
on donation of nO.OOO 


TIRUMALA 

Donors contributing to the 
Sri Venkateswara Alaya 
Nirmana Trust will be entitled 
to VIP break darshan at 
Tirumala, the TTD Board has 
decided at its first meeting. 
Any devotee contributing 
?10,000 will be entitled to 
one VIP break darshan ticket, 
available online and offline. 

A.P. to impose green 
tax to curb pollution 

AMARAVATI 

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister Y.S Jagan Mohan 
Reddy said on Thursday that a 
green tax would be collected 
from industrial houses to 
keep a check on pollution. 
During a review meeting, 

Mr. Reddy directed the Forest 
and Environment Department 
to prepare a proposal within 
one month for protection of 
environment. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOCHI 

The Ernakulam district ad¬ 
ministration took control of 
St. Mary’s Church at Piravom 
on Thursday amidst high 
drama involving members of 
the rival Jacobite and Ortho¬ 
dox factions, following the 
Kerala High Court’s order to 
remove supporters of the Ja¬ 
cobite faction from the 
church premises. 

The Supreme Court had 
earlier handed over the con¬ 
trol of the church to the Or¬ 
thodox faction. 

The two-day stand-off 
ended around 1.45 p.m., the 
deadline set by the High 
Court for filing an action ta¬ 
ken report, when the leader¬ 
ship of the Jacobite faction 
told an emotional crowd that 
they had no option but to 
abide by the court directive. 

The decision was an¬ 
nounced after a discussion 
involving S. Suhas, District 
Collector, K. Karthick, Dis¬ 


trict Police Chief (Ernakulam 
Rural), and Joseph Mar Gre¬ 
gorios, Metropolitan Trustee 
of the Jacobite Syrian Ortho¬ 
dox Church. “The keys to the 


church are now with the dis¬ 
trict administration. We will 
discuss with legal experts 
and implement the court di¬ 
rective. Police presence at 


the church premises will 
continue,” Mr. Suhas said. 

The police and Fire and 
Rescue Services broke open 
the church gate, since the 


priests and members of the 
Jacobite group had locked it 
using chains. The priests and 
members of the Jacobite 
group raised slogans against 
the police. 

Tensions eased as the Ja¬ 
cobite leadership asked the 
members to permit the pol¬ 
ice to carry out the court di¬ 
rective. The senior leader¬ 
ship, priests and agitating 
Jacobite members courted 
arrest. 

Orthodox members conti¬ 
nued their sit-in near the 
church. The protest against 
entry of Jacobite members 
was led by Bishop Thomas 
Athanasius of the Diocese of 
Kandanad (East). The Ortho¬ 
dox supporters said they 
would fight to ensure that 
the government implement¬ 
ed the Supreme Court ver¬ 
dict. The Supreme Court 
upheld the 1934 constitution 
of the church and dismissed 
a dozen review petitions 
filed by the Jacobite faction. 


CBI questions former 
Bengaluru police chief 


‘SC ruling to defer Karnataka 
bypolls a victory for Cong’ 

It is no relief for the rebel MLAs, says party chief 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Karnataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee (KPCC) presi¬ 
dent Dinesh Gundu Rao on 
Thursday welcomed the Su¬ 
preme Court ruling on defer¬ 
ring bypolls in 15 Assembly 
constituencies and de¬ 
scribed it as “a victory for 
the Congress”. 

“It is no relief for the rebel 
MLAs. There is no stay on 
the Speaker’s order. There is 
no permission granted to 
these betrayers to contest 
the elections,” the KPCC 
chief said. 

Reacting to the Supreme 


Court’s decision to hear the 
case next month, Mr. Rao 
said, “I welcome this deve¬ 
lopment. The Supreme 
Court is going to look at the 
real intention of the anti-de¬ 
fection law and the orders of 
the former Speaker K.R. Ra- 
mesh Kumar. If disqualified 
MLAs can contest bypolls, 
what’s the use of the law? 
Our case has only got 
strengthened. 

Questions EC 

“But the role of the Election 
Commission in this case is 
extremely suspect. The elec¬ 
tions have been notified and 


filing of nominations has al¬ 
so begun. Why are they now 
saying they will postpone 
the byelections? It looks like 
they are taking instructions 
from someone else.” 

‘MLAs helpless’ 

Mr. Rao said, “These back- 
stabbers have fallen into the 
trap of the BJP. The disquali¬ 
fied MLAs thought they will 
get quick relief, that the Su¬ 
preme Court has been man¬ 
aged, and they will be sworn 
in as Ministers with plum 
portfolios. It’s been two 
months and they are still in a 
helpless position.” 


He is accused of 
tapping phones of 
political leaders 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

CBI officials on Thursday 
searched the official resi¬ 
dence of former Bengaluru 
Police Commissioner Alok 
Kumar and questioned him 
in connection with the 
phone tapping case that 
created a flutter in Karnata¬ 
ka politics. 

Mr. Kumar, presently 
heading the KSRP (Karnata¬ 
ka Special Reserve Police), 
was alone at his residence 
when the CBI officials 



Alok Kumar 


knocked at his door early in 
the morning. 

They are learnt to have 
looked for a pen drive that 
allegedly contains details of 
the alleged phone tapping. 
The pen drive was allegedly 


handed over to him by Mirza 
Ali Raza, Inspector with the 
Technical Cell, which comes 
under the CCB (Central 
Crime Branch). 

Mr. Kumar had allegedly 
tapped the phones of several 
ruling and Opposition politi¬ 
cal leaders, their personal 
staff, relatives, and other go¬ 
vernment officials and se¬ 
nior police officials unauth- 
orisedly, which is an offence 
under the Information Tech¬ 
nology and the Indian Tele¬ 
graph Act. 

Meanwhile, former Chief 
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy 
came out in defence of Mr. 
Kumar, stating that he was 
“an honest officer”. 



Residents of a flat complex in Maradu, Kerala, protesting 
against the snapping of power supply on Thursday, -h. vibhu 

Power supply lines to 
Maradu flats snapped 

Residents resolve to stay put 


K.S. S UDHI 

ICOCHI 

Power supply to the four 
apartment complexes at Ma¬ 
radu here in Kerala - which 
were ordered to be demol¬ 
ished by the Supreme Court 
- was cut early on Thursday. 

The SC had ordered de¬ 
molition of the four com¬ 
plexes, housing 354 apart¬ 
ments, citing violation of 
Coastal Regulation Zone 
(CRZ) norms. 

It was around 4.30 a.m. 
that the power supply was 
disconnected to force the 
residents out of their 
homes. Policemen had ar¬ 
rived in large numbers to 
provide protection to the 
electricity board officials. 

Some of the residents la¬ 
ter staged a sit-in at the por¬ 
tico. Despite the power sup¬ 
ply disruption, the residents 
have resolved to stay on in 
the apartments. 

SIT begins probe 

A Special Investigation 
Team (SIT), comprising 
Crime Branch officials, has 
opened a criminal probe in¬ 
to the illegal appropriation 
of lakeside government land 
to build the high-rise water¬ 


front apartments in blatant 
violation of CRZ norms at 
Maradu in Kochi in 2007. 

The Supreme Court had 
flagged the transgressions 
by the four builders. Offi¬ 
cials said the SIT inquiry 
would centre on two cases 
of cheating registered on 
Wednesday against the buil¬ 
ders by the Maradu and Pa- 
nangadu police. 

The FIRs have named 
promoters of Holy Faith, 
Kayaloram, Alfa Ventures, 
Holiday Heritage and Jain 
Housing as the main ac¬ 
cused in the case. Top offi¬ 
cials said the Maradu pan- 
chayat (later municipality) 
officers would also figure as 
accused in the case. 

Pollution threat 

Meanwhile, the people re¬ 
siding in nearby areas - 
there are over 9,522 build¬ 
ings within one-km radius of 
the Maradu apartments - 
will be alerted about the de¬ 
molition and the possibility 
of pollution and vibration. 
The administration has also 
written to the petroleum 
companies as major pipe¬ 
lines of some of them run 
close to the buildings. 


+ Krishna in spate for third time 

Increase in inflows forces authorities to let out 2.52 latch cusecs from Srisailam 



Water gushing out of the Srisailam Dam in Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh, -u.subrahmanyam 


A.P. govt, revokes bauxite 
mining leases of APMDC 

Cites non-compliance of certain rules, and unrest caused 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIJAYAWADA 

Authorities had to lift a few 
gates of the Srisailam dam 
across the Krishna river in 
Andhra Pradesh, following 
an increase in the inflows 
from the Sunkesula barrage 
on Thursday morning. 

The inflow increased from 
1.3 lakh cusecs in the morn¬ 
ing to 2.1 lakh cusecs in the 
evening. The authorities had 
to release 2.52 lakh cusecs to 
prevent water from spilling 
over the crest of the 
reservoir. 

River in spate 

This is the third time the 
Krishna is in spate at the re¬ 
servoir this season. Though 
there is no sudden increase 
in the inflows to the Alamatti 
and the Tungabhadra reser¬ 
voirs upstream, the water 
spate because of heavy rain 
in the catchment. 

The water level in Srisai¬ 
lam was 885.01 ft (FRL) at 7 
p.m. with the reservoir hold¬ 
ing 215.66 tmcft. The dam 


had the slimmest flood cush¬ 
ion of 0.15 tmcft at the point 
of time. 

Nagarjuna Sagar which 
was also up to the brim (590 


ft. FRL) had to release 2.28 
lakh cusecs to prevent water 
from spilling over the crest. 

Both the Alamatti and the 
Tungabhadra reservoirs had 


to release all the water they 
received, 57,741 cusecs and 
13,600 cusecs respectively, 
to avoid spilling over the 
crests. 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Andhra Pradesh Go¬ 
vernment has revoked the 
leases given to the A.P. Min¬ 
eral Development Corpora¬ 
tion (APMDC) for mining 
bauxite spread over 1,520 
hectares across Agency 
areas of the Visakhapatnam 
district over a 30-year pe¬ 
riod, citing non-compliance 
with certain provisions of 
the Mines & Minerals (Deve¬ 
lopment and Regulation) 
Amendment Act, 2015, and 
other rules. These rules are 
the Mineral Concession 
Rules, 1960 and the Mineral 
(Other than Atomic and Hy¬ 
drocarbon Energy Minerals) 
Concession Rules, 2016. 

It has also cited the unrest 
caused by the proposed min¬ 
ing that resulted in acts of 
violence by Maoists, and the 
recent murder of MLA K. 
Sarveswara Rao and his 
close aide S. Soma. 


The order is also in tune 
with the new government’s 
resolve to not allow bauxite 
mining. 

Six GOs 

According to six separate 
Government Orders (GO) is¬ 
sued by Secretary (Mines) K. 
Ramgopal, the APMDC was 
given the mining leases to 
supply bauxite to Jindal 
South West Holdings Limit¬ 
ed (JSWHL) and ANRAK Alu¬ 
minium Limited (AAL) for 
the establishment of an alu¬ 
mina refinery and a smelter 
in Visakhapatnam district. 

APMDC was mandated to 
secure forest clearances, the 
Consent for Establishment 
from A.P. Pollution Control 
Board, and environmental 
permissions from the Minis¬ 
try of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change. 

The Director of Mines and 
Geology (DMG) has reported 
that APMDC did not obtain 


consent for the operation of 
the mines, and erect boun¬ 
dary pillars and fencing as 
per the conditions in the For¬ 
est Clearance orders, and al¬ 
so the consent for establish¬ 
ment due to serious security 
problems. 

Lease deeds 

Further, the DMG has stated 
that APMDC failed to exe¬ 
cute the lease deeds within 
the stipulated time as speci¬ 
fied in the Mineral Conces¬ 
sion Rules, 1960 and no ex¬ 
tension of time was granted 
in its favour by the govern¬ 
ment for execution of the 
said deeds. The APMDC was 
supposed to extract bauxite 
in Ananthagiri, Chintapalli, 
Galikonda and Jarrela areas 
of Visakhapatnam district 
for supplying the ore to 
JSWHL and AAL. These com¬ 
panies had a dispute with 
the APMDC over contractual 
rights and other issues. 


4,300 quit tobacco a year after calling helpline 


CBI records statements of 
2 IPS officers in IMA scam 


Background of callers who used the tobacco Quitline 


State 

Karnataka 
Kerala 
Tamil Nadu 
Andhra Pradesh 
Telangana 

Outside southern India 


Percentage of 
callers 

29% 

17% 

15% 

7% 

6 % 

26% 



Source: NIMHANS Tobacco Quitline 


Diploma/ 

Job-orien 
course 

9% 

Graduation and 
above 

40% High school 
(8 to 10) 

21 % 


Pre-University 

21 % 

Not disclosed 

2 % 


Middle 
(5 to 7) 

4% 


No formal 
schooling 

2 % 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation has recorded the 
statements of two Karnata¬ 
ka IPS officers in connection 
with the I-Monetary Adviso¬ 
ry (IMA) scam case. 

“We have questioned In¬ 
spector General of Police 
Hemant M. Nimbalkar and 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Ajay Hilori,” said a 
CBI official on Thursday. 

The CBI has registered 
the case against the compa¬ 
ny, its four sister concerns, 
alleged mastermind Man- 
soor Khan and 24 others for 
their alleged involvement in 
the Ponzi scheme. 

The agency has recently 
taken over the case from the 
Karnataka police. 


The scam was unearthed 
in June when the main ac¬ 
cused fled the country and 
released an audio clip, in 
which he alleged the role of 
politicians and officials of 
the State and Central go¬ 
vernments. In July, Mr. Khan 
was arrested in Delhi after 
he returned from Dubai. 

The Enforcement Direc¬ 
torate, which initiated a mo¬ 
ney laundering probe into 
the allegations, took Mr. 
Khan into custody and later, 
attached assets worth ?209 
crore in the case. It is al¬ 
leged that about 40,000 in¬ 
vestors were cheated by the 
IMA group of companies led 
by him. More than 25 peo¬ 
ple, including 12 directors of 
the IMA, have been arrested 
so far. 


Counsellors could 
attend to only 
69,000 of the 
total five lakh calls 

VINAY B.S. 

BENGALURU 

Since its inception on Sep¬ 
tember 11, 2018, the Union 
government’s tobacco Quit¬ 
line, that offers counselling 
in south Indian languages, 
has received more than five 
lakh calls. The service is 
monitored by the National 
Institute of Mental Health 
and Neurosciences (NIM¬ 
HANS) in Bengaluru. 

The response came as a 
surprise to the team, that 
was able to attend to only 
69,000 calls since there are 
only 18-20 dedicated coun¬ 
sellors on the line. Of the 


69,000 callers that the coun¬ 
sellors spoke to, 19,000 re¬ 
gistered to quit tobacco with¬ 
in a targeted period. Of all 
the southern States, Karnata¬ 
ka saw the maximum num¬ 
ber of callers reaching a 
counsellor, at 29%. 

Prathima Murthy, princi¬ 


pal investigator, Quitline, 
and Head of the Psychiatry 
Department at NIMHANS, 
told The Hindu that 11,000 of 
those who had committed to 
kicking the habit checked in 
with the helpline them¬ 
selves. “4,300 of them suc¬ 
cessfully quit. They com¬ 


prise almost 40% of those 
who were followed up with,” 
said Dr. Murthy. Most of the 
callers were male, with an 
average age of 27. The data 
suggests that young working 
adults are more inclined to 
quit tobacco. 

Among the callers, 41% 


were smokers (cigarettes, 
beedis) of which 3% reported 
cannabis usage; 47% were 
addicted to smokeless tobac¬ 
co, such as gutka, and 12% 
were addicted to smoke and 
smokeless forms of tobacco. 

“Those who were unable 
to kick the habit only with 
the help of Quitline, were re¬ 
ferred to the nearest Tobac¬ 
co Cessation Clinic,” said Dr. 
Murthy. “We are working on 
publicising it in rural areas, 
especially among those who 
cannot read.” 

As much as 96% of the 
callers said they learned of 
Quitline from tobacco pack¬ 
ets, which carry the manda¬ 
tory message: ‘QUIT TODAY - 
CALL 1800-11-2356’. A user 
comfortable with Kannada, 
Malayalam, Telugu and Ta¬ 
mil, is diverted to the south¬ 
ern cell, runs by NIMHANS. 


Left front 
announces 
candidates for 
Kerala bypolls 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

CPI(M) State secretary Ko- 
diyeri Balakrishnan has of¬ 
ficially announced the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) 
candidates for byelections 
to five Assembly segments 
in Kerala. 

CPI(M) leader Sankar 
Rai will contest from Man- 
jeswaram in Kasaragod. 
The front has decided to 
field independent Manu 
Roy in Ernakulam, DYFI 
leaders Manu C. Pulickal in 
Aroor and K.U. Janeesh Ku¬ 
mar in Konni, and Mayor 
V.K. Prasanth in 
Vattiyurkavu. 

Mr. Balakrishnan an¬ 
nounced the candidates af¬ 
ter a meeting of party se¬ 
cretariat members. The 
State leadership had ap¬ 
proved the names of all 
candidates proposed by 
the district secretariat, ex¬ 
cept in the case of Manjes- 
waram. 

The Kasargod district 
leadership had proposed 
the name of State commit¬ 
tee member C.H. Kunham- 
bu, but a decision to field 
Mr. Rai, who wielded con¬ 
siderable clout among the 
linguistic minorities, was 
made following discus¬ 
sions at the mandalam 
committee. By fielding Mr. 
Rai, the LDF hopes to bring 
down considerably the 
Hindu votes that the BJP 
could mobilise in 
Manjeswaram. 

However, Mr. Balakrish¬ 
nan said the front had not 
considered caste and com¬ 
munity equations while de¬ 
ciding candidates. 

Asked about the alleged 
reluctance of the Bharath 
Dharma Jana Sena (BDJS) 
in fielding a candidate in 
Aroor, Mr. Balakrishnan re¬ 
fused to make a specific 
response, but clarified that 
the front would seek the 
votes of the Sree Narayana 
Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) 
Yogam. 
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Somaiya, depositors file 
complaints against PMC 

MUMBAI 

Former BJP MP Kirit Somaiya 
and several account holders 
of Punjab and Maharashtra 
Cooperative (PMC) Bank filed 
complaints on Thursday 
against top officials of the 
bank and HDIL for allegedly 
looting ?3,000 crore from 
depositors, police said, pti 

Tamil Nadu CM signs 
Molls on investments 

CHENNAI 

The government on Thursday 
inked memoranda of 
understanding with various 
companies to bring ?5,573.98 
crore in investments in the 
State. The deals were signed 
in the presence of Chief 
Minister Edappadi K. 
Palaniswami. 

Northeast monsoon 
likely to be normal 

CHENNAI 

The northeast monsoon this 
year is likely to be normal 
over the southern peninsula, 
including Tamil Nadu, 
according to the South Asian 
Climate Outlook Forum. The 
monsoon is crucial to Tamil 
Nadu as it receives its major 
share of annual rainfall 
between October and 
December. 

BSF vehicle torched after 
accident in Baramulla 

SRINAGAR 

A mob torched a BSF vehicle 
on the Srinagar-Baramulla 
highway after it allegedly hit 
a vehicle. Three persons, 
including two women, were 
injured in the incident. The 
car was driven by a 
policeman.The police said 
they were investigating the 
incident. 


Bulandshahr violence 
main accused gets bail 

GHAZIABAD 

The Allahabad High Court on 
Wednesday granted bail to 
Yogesh Raj, main accused in 
the Bulandshahr violence of 
December 3, 2018, in which a 
police inspector was killed by 
a mob. The police have 
accused Mr. Raj, convenor of 
the local Bajrang Dal unit, as 
one of the main conspirators. 


After death of children, Bhavkhedi’s ‘rulers’ decide to leave 


Father of Dalit boy who was beaten 
to death by Yadavs, fears for his life 



The hut of one of the children who was beaten to death in 
Bhavkhedi village, Shivpuri. -specialarrangement 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

“The panchayat built la¬ 
trines for everyone but not 
for us. When I was told I am 
eligible for a house and a la¬ 
trine, I applied for both with 
a secretary. But was told it 
had been rejected.” 

Bablu Valmik, whose son 
Arun and sister Khushi were 
beaten to death on Wednes¬ 
day for defecating in the 
open, is inconsolable. 

“What was their fault? 
They had just gone to relieve 
themselves,” he said. “If 
those who killed them are so 
strong, they should have 
killed me instead.” 

Ironically, around 20 


years ago, Mr. Valmik’s fami¬ 
ly from the Mehtar commun¬ 
ity of Dalits, had moved to 
Bhavkhedi village in Shivpu¬ 
ri district and struck a deal 
with elders to ‘buy’ it for 
^45,000. They came to be 
called its ‘rulers’ and earned 
the right to play the dhapli, a 
frame drum, during ceremo¬ 
nies for a fee. Mr. Valmik is 
the eldest of five brothers 
and three sisters. Earlier this 
year, he had played the da- 
phli at the wedding of Ra- 
meshwar Yadav’s brother. 

Yet this ‘right’ could not 
protect the two children 
from the community from 
the brutal assault by Ra- 
meshwar and Hakim Yadav 


early on Wednesday. 

The police have arrested 
the two and based on Mr. 
Valmik’s complaint regis¬ 
tered a case of murder and 
under the Scheduled Castes 
and Tribes (Prevention of 


Atrocities) Act, 1989. Shivpu¬ 
ri Deputy Collector Pallavi 
Vaidya said the authorities 
were looking into the caste- 
angle of the incident, and 
added that under the Act, 
each of the victims’ families 


would receive ^8,25,000. 
The panchayat had already 
paid £25,000 to each of the 
families. 

But Mr. Valmik told The 
Hindu that the family, des¬ 
pite being the ‘rulers’, had 
decided to leave Bhavkhedi 
and shift to Shivpuri. “Alth¬ 
ough the Yadavs are quiet 
now, I am scared they’ll 
come for us next,” he said. 

Two years ago, “I had bro¬ 
ken a branch from a tree on 
a road next to the field of the 
Yadav brothers for my tapa- 
riya (thatched hut). They 
abused me with casteist 
slurs and threatened to kill 
me.” 

He said caste discrimina¬ 
tion was severe in the vil¬ 
lage. His family had to wait 
for at least two hours to get 
water from the handpump 


each time. “We fill water on¬ 
ly when everyone else is 
done,” he said. 

For the same reason, he 
pulled Khushi and Arun out 
from the local primary 
school, as each time they 
came back home panting 
with thirst. “Yadavs said 
their moda-modi (boys and 
girls) would not sit with ours 
on the bench. So the teacher 
told them to carry leaves 
from home to sit on the 
ground.” 

For the mid-day meal, the 
Dalit children were asked to 
bring separate utensils from 
home. “They went to school 
for two-three years. After 
that it was becoming too 
much for them. If they are 
unable to study at the village 
school, where else will we 
send them?” he said. 


Now, his eldest daughter, 
12, who dropped out of the 
school, is paid H0-20 every 
week by the teacher to clean 
toilets and sweep rooms at 
the same school. 

Mr. Valmiki recalled that 
Arun didn’t call Khushi buaji 
(aunt) as she was just a cou¬ 
ple of years older. 

“He called her didi (elder 
sister) instead. While my 
father kept an eye on them, 
they used to play together 
the entire day, as the adults 
went out for work.” 

“The only regret is that 
being her elder brother, I 
wasn’t able to protect her,” 
says a heartbroken Mr. Val¬ 
mik. 

“And my son. Who will 
look after me in my old age 
now?” 

(All names changed) 


17 dead as rain lashes Pune 

At least 15,000 moved to safer zones in Baramati amid deluge threat 


Kolkata organises 
display on Vidyasagar 


HC rider on 
Puducherry 
govt, decision 



Water-logged: Vehicles stuck in water after flash floods in 
Padmavati, Pune on Thursday, -mandartannu 


Museum will be set up, says Minister 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

At least 17 persons, including 
four women and a teenage 
boy, lost their lives in rain-re¬ 
lated incidents across Pune 
district, while four others 
are believed to be missing af¬ 
ter an intense spell of heavy 
showers on the intervening 
night between Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

According to the authori¬ 
ties, 12 persons were killed in 
different incidents within 
Pune city, while five deaths 
were reported in the outly¬ 
ing areas of the district. 

The downpour disrupted 
electricity and water supply 
in several parts of the city. 

Despite the city recording 
an average 53.1 mm of rain 
(in the past 24 hours) till 
8.30 a.m. on Thursday, in¬ 
tense spells of rain over a 
four-hour period in some 
parts of the city and the dis¬ 
trict threw life out of gear be¬ 
sides causing severe damage 
to property. 

Of the deaths recorded in 


the city, five were killed 
when incessant rains caused 
the collapse of a compound 
wall of a residential society 
in Aranyeshwar area around 
Wednesday midnight, while 
one person lost his life after 
his car was swept away from 
a bridge during heavy 
downpour. 

Five deaths were reported 
from the Khed Shivapur vil¬ 
lage in Haveli Taluk, 25 km 
from the city. 

Livestock killed 

Hundreds of animals, chiefly 


livestock, were killed as 
swiftly moving waters from 
overflowing lakes and canals 
wreaked havoc on the city’s 
residential areas, business¬ 
es, shanties, bridges and pu¬ 
blic spaces across a wide 
swath from Katraj to Dande- 
kar Bridge. 

Officials said carcasses of 
more than 60 livestock were 
found scattered at different 
points of the city, some even 
on top of wrecked vehicles. 

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis said, “Since Wed¬ 
nesday night, Pune has ex¬ 


perienced a cloudburst-like 
situation, in which some pe¬ 
ople were washed away, 
while some unfortunately 
died owing to the collapse of 
a compound wall. Disaster 
management teams and 
NDRF [National Disaster Res¬ 
ponse Force] teams were 
rushed to the spot.” 

‘Situation under control’ 

“Around 15,000 people at 
Baramati in Pune district 
have been moved to safe 
zones after it was learnt that 
the city was facing the threat 
of a deluge,” Mr. Fadnavis ad¬ 
ded. He, along with Pune 
Guardian Minister Chandra- 
kant Patil, was closely moni¬ 
toring the situation, which 
was now under control, he 
said. 

Intense rescue opera¬ 
tions, including those of wo¬ 
men and children, were con¬ 
ducted by the Fire 
Department teams and 
NDRF jawans throughout 
late Wednesday and the ear¬ 
ly hours of Thursday. 


SHIV SAHAY SINGH 

ICOLKATA 

A Government Sanskrit Col¬ 
lege certificate dated De¬ 
cember 4, 1841 states that 
Ishwarchandar Bidiyisagar 
had attained “very good 
proficiency” in the branch¬ 
es of ‘Hindoo literature’. 
Grammar, Belles-letters 
(fine writing), Rhetoric, 
Arithmetic, Logic, Theology 
and Law, after spending 12 
years and five months at the 
institute. 

A copy of the Act of 1856 
‘To remove all legal obsta¬ 
cles to the marriage of Hin¬ 
doo widows’, paintings of a 
young Ishwar Chandra Vi¬ 
dyasagar, his parents and 
wife, and a treasure trove of 
artefacts relating to the key 
figure of Bengal Renais¬ 
sance, were made public on 
Thursday to mark his 
bi-centenary. 

Different institutions like 
State Archives, Bangiya Sah- 
itya Parishad, Rabindra 



A Government Sanskrit 
College certificate issued to 
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. 

Bharati University and Vi¬ 
dyasagar College for Wo¬ 
men have come together to 
organise the exhibition at 
the two-storeyed house on 
36, Vidyasagar Street in 
north Kolkata. It was at this 
house that Vidysagar 
breathed his last on July 29, 
1891. 

State Education Minister 
Partha Chaterjee said that a 
permanent museum will be 
set up on the national icon. 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The Madras High Court on 
Monday ruled that all deci¬ 
sions taken by the govern¬ 
ment of Puducherry will be 
subject to the result of writ 
appeals preferred by the 
Centre as well as Lieute¬ 
nant Governor (L-G) Kiran 
Bedi, challenging a single 
judge’s April 30 verdict 
that the L-G could not in¬ 
terfere with the day-to-day 
administration of the Un¬ 
ion Territory. 

Justices N. Kirubakaran 
and P. Velmurugan passed 
the interim order at the in¬ 
stance of Additional Solici¬ 
tor General (ASG) Aman 
Lekhi, representing the 
Centre. 

They also agreed to take 
up both writ appeals for fi¬ 
nal hearing from October 
31. The ASG had initially in¬ 
sisted upon a stay on the 
single judge’s order but la¬ 
ter agreed to a rider being 
placed on the govern¬ 
ment’s decisions. 


WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 




TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Friday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated 
places over east Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Punjab, west Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Ch- 
hattisgarh, Jharkhand, Kutch, Konkan and Goa 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

.... 1 . 1 .. 

..25.0.. 

..32.0 

Kozhikode. 

.. 11.0.. 

..31.6.. 

..25.0 

Ahmedabad.... 

.. 17.6.. 

..34.8.. 

..24.5 

Kurnool. 

.... 0.2.. 

..33.6.. 

..25.3 

Aizawl. 

.... 5.0.. 

..21.7.. 

..18.5 

Lucknow. 

.. 12.6.. 

..25.2.. 

..23.9 

Allahabad. 

.. 16.7.. 

..31.7.. 

..24.8 

Madurai. 

.... 3.4.. 

..34.0.. 

..24.1 

Bengaluru. 

.... 1.7.. 

..27.9.. 

..20.2 

Mangaluru. 

..49.3.. 

..28.8.. 

..23.5 

Bhopal. 

.. 18.0.. 

..29.3.. 

..23.2 

Mumbai. 

.... 1.2.. 

..30.3.. 

..25.0 

Bhubaneswar.. 

.. 19.4.. 

..25.8.. 

..22.5 

Mysuru. 


..28.0.. 

..20.2 

Chandigarh .... 

.... 0.4.. 

..32.8.. 

..25.0 

New Delhi. 


..34.0.. 

..25.8 

Chennai. 

.. 19.0.. 

..31.6.. 

..24.0 

Patna . 

.. 11.8.. 

..26.4.. 

..24.0 

Coimbatore.... 

.... 3.5.. 

..31.0.. 

..22.7 

Port Blair. 


..31.7.. 

..25.7 

Dehradun. 

.. 10.1.. 

..29.7.. 

..23.0 

Puducherry. 

.... 0.8.. 

..31.4.. 

..22.0 

Gangtok. 

.. 12.9.. 

..20.4.. 

..15.4 

Pune. 

.. 53.1.. 

..31.6.. 

..21.9 

Goa. 

.... 2.4.. 



Raipur . 

.. 00.0.. 

..00.0.. 

..00.0 

Guwahati. 

.... 1.8.. 

..32.0.. 

..22.0 

Ranchi. 

.. 69.3.. 

..31.6.. 

..23.4 

Hubballi. 


..26.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 

.... 7.4.. 

..30.5.. 

..13.5 

Hyderabad . 

.. 38.2.. 

..29.9.. 

..22.0 

Shimla . 

.... 0 . 2 .. 

..20.4.. 

..15.3 

Imphal . 

.... 0 . 2 .. 

..25.7.. 

..19.5 

Srinagar . 


..31.0.. 

..16.6 

Jaipur . 

.. 13.6.. 

..31.9.. 

..23.1 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.. 14.3.. 

..30.1.. 

..23.6 

Kochi . 

....8.8.. 

..29.6.. 

..24.0 

Tiruchi . 

.... 1.4.. 

..33.1.. 

..25.2 

Kohima . 

.. 12.2.. 

..21.0.. 

..15.6 

Vijayawada . 

.. 54.3.. 

..29.4.. 

..23.8 

Kolkata . 

.. 16.0.. 

..31.2.. 

..25.2 

Visakhapatnam . 

.. 10.6.. 


..25.3 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SOz NOz CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 96 125 125 ....62 ...53 ....■ 

Bengaluru. 04 .37 .56 ....29 - ....■ 

Chennai. 08 .13 .75 ....27 - ....■ 

Delhi. 05 .43 .23 ....53 .235 ....■ 

Hyderabad. 02 .14 .21 ....55 ...55 ....■ 

Kolkata. 03 .39 .57 ....34 ...48 ....■ 

Lucknow. 04 .35 .59 ....88 - ....■ 

Mumbai. 08 .27 .95 ....30 - ....■ 

Pune. 87 .08 .66 ....36 ...36 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam 21 .43 .62 ....29 ...39 ....■ 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
6.00 p.m., Amritsar, 

Punjab recorded an overall 
air quality index (AQI) 
score of 166 indicating an 
unhealthy level of 
pollution. In contrast, 
Haldia, West Bengal 
recorded a healthy AQI 
score of 18 


‘DMIT fingerprint test 
is medical palmistry’ 


CBI arrests IPS officer in Narada scam 

S.M.H. Mirza remanded till Sept. 30; Mukul Roy also summoned by the agency 


Doctors caution schools against test 


BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN 

NEW DELHI 

Calling it “medical palmis¬ 
try”, doctors in India have 
questioned the effectiveness 
of Dermatoglyphics Multi¬ 
ple Intelligence Test (DMIT), 
a popular test used on 
school children as a “scien¬ 
tific” study of fingerprints 
patterns and human brain 
lobes to determine the “in¬ 
trinsic potential in a child”. 

The Indian Psychiatric 
Society (IPS) has now urged 
schools and parents to stay 
away from “such ill-founded 
practices”. Stating its stand 
on the test, which cost sev¬ 
eral hundred rupees, the 
Society said: “There is no 


scientific evidence of this 
test being useful for measur¬ 
ing or accessing intelligence 
and brain lobe functioning 
or predicting future 
behaviour.” 

Several claims 

In the test, the unique fin¬ 
gerprints and dermal ridge 
patterns of individuals are 
studied. The companies that 
offer DMIT services notes 
that the test enables parents 
to develop an effective way 
to interact with their child, 
based on his or her inborn 
communication style. 

The test claims to help 
“pick a proper way to select¬ 
ing a career for your child”. 


APPOINTMENT 



CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KARNATAKA 

(Established by an Acl of rhs Parliamonl in 2009) Kadaganchi, 
Aland Road. Kalaburafli Df5i-5S53$7 (Kafnataha) 
Website: www.cuk.ac.in; email: admissionsffcuk.ac.in 


Teaching Employment Notification (26-2019) 


N 0 . CUK t ADM IN/1 i I/F-&7G/111 25th September 2019 

University has renotified the leaching positions and Applications are 
invited rrom Indian Cilizen for the 67 teaching positions (temlativelyl al 
level ol Professor {21) and Associate Proiessor (46) in various 
departments The detailed advertisement and submission of online 
application form shall begin from 01.10.2019 at 5.00 pm onwards. 
Applicants are advised to visil the website www.cuk.ac.in for more details. 
Note: This advertisement A ihe iurther recruitment process will be 
subjected to any clarification from MHRD / UGC or any other competent 
authority. 

Place : Kalaburagi Sd/- 

Dale : 25/0^2019 REG ISTR AR 


W VISAK HflPRTHRM 

fSO 9001, ISO 14001, OHSAS 13001 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
PERSONNEL DIVISION 

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE NO. 12/2019, DT. 10 09-2019 

■ 

Name of the Post 

A Method of Recruitment 

Sr.Personnel Officer 
(by deputation) in GAD/VPT 

T 

No. of Posts 

1 (One) (Unreserved J 


Classification 

Class’! 

. 

3 

Scale of Pay 

Rs 32900-58000 

For further details : www.vizagport.com 

Last date for receipt of the applications is on 01-11-2019 

for SECRETARY 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA 

Three-and-a-half years after 
videos of the Narada news 
portal were made public, in 
which several politicians 
were purportedly seen ac¬ 
cepting cash on camera, the 
Central Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion (CBI) arrested Indian 
Police Service (IPS) officer 


S.M.H. Mirza on Thursday. 

Mr. Mirza, who has served 
as Superintendent of Police 
(SP) of the Burdwan district, 
was the only police officer 
seen accepting cash on cam¬ 
era in the videos that were 
allegedly shot in 2014 by 
journalist Mathew Samuel 
and his team. Mr. Samuel 
posed as a Chennai-based 
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businessman during the 
sting operation. 

The CBI summoned Mr. 
Mirza for questioning and ar¬ 
rested him during the day. 
On being produced before a 
city court, Mr. Mirza was re¬ 
manded to CBI custody till 
September 30. The IPS offic¬ 
er remains under suspen¬ 
sion, and departmental pro¬ 


ceedings have been initiated 
against him. “The matter is 
under investigation. I will 
not comment on it,” Mr. Mir¬ 
za told journalists. The CBI 
has also summoned BJP 
leader Mukul Roy to appear 
before it here on Friday in 
connection with the tapes, 
agency sources said. 

(With inputs from PTI) 
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Subject to people’s will 


Disqualified rebels should not be barred from 
bypolls in Karnataka 

~T ~T Tith the Election Commission of India agreeing 
\ I to defer byelections to 15 of the 17 vacant As- 

V V sembly seats in Karnataka, the defectors 
from the Congress and JD(S) have got a breather. By the 
dint of this order, the question whether they can con¬ 
test the elections will be answered by the Supreme 
Court before the bypolls. The rebel former legislators of 
the Congress and Janata Dal (Secular) had earlier this 
year resigned from their respective parties and were la¬ 
ter disqualified by the then Speaker Ramesh Kumar. 
Following these actions, the BJP managed to get to pow¬ 
er with the support of 105 of the 208 remaining legisla¬ 
tors in the Assembly. The then Speaker’s actions dis¬ 
qualifying the legislators who had resigned till the end 
of the current term of the Assembly added a twist to the 
tale. This sent the fate of these disqualified legislators 
into a limbo, as it made it unclear whether they can 
contest following this ruling. Under the law (the Tenth 
schedule) though, it is not clear as to how the ex-Speak- 
er could fix a period till which a member can remain 
disqualified and bar them for the rest of the assembly 
term. It is evident that the disqualified legislators 
should not be disallowed by the Supreme Court from 
contesting in the byelections for the seats. 

However, the actions by the rebel legislators and the 
Speaker, cumulatively beg the question if the letter and 
spirit of the anti-defection law were undermined. It was 
clear that the legislators who quit the Congress-JD(S) 
coalition did so to curry favour with the BJP and to gain 
new loaves of power in the form of ministerial berths. 
The fact that the BJP government led by B. S. Yediyurap- 
pa has kept portfolios vacant in its council of ministers 
indicates that these seats have been kept warm for the 
turncoats. On the other hand, the Congress-JD(S) rigma¬ 
role of locking up legislators in resorts and hotels be¬ 
fore trust votes, besides the machinations by the Speak¬ 
er - sitting on the resignations for a long period and 
coming up with an unusual disqualification order - did 
not help matters. The fractiousness of the coalition had 
already led to a stasis in governance and had contribut¬ 
ed to its loss in the Lolc Sabha election and it is no won¬ 
der that the Congress and the JD(S) have decided to con¬ 
test the byelections on their own. Besides deciding the 
future of the BJP government, which has a narrow mar¬ 
gin of support in the Assembly, the byelections provide 
a good opportunity for voters of these constituencies to 
judge the parties and their representatives for their res¬ 
pective roles in the sordid drama this year. It is the pe¬ 
ople’s reasoned will that could ultimately bring a 
change in the political culture rather than just the im¬ 
plementation of the anti-defection law to regulate legis¬ 
lator behaviour. 


Trump & impeachment 

He may find it hard to shrug off the charge of 
leaning on Kiev to meddle in domestic politics 

U .S. President Donald Trump discussed former 
Vice-President Joe Biden in a July 2019 tele¬ 
phone conversation with Ukraine President Vo- 
lodymyr Zelensky, allegedly in a bid to influence him to 
investigate the business dealings of Mr. Biden’s son. 
Hunter. Now he faces the prospect of an impeachment 
inquiry. That happened, first, because of an “explo¬ 
sive” whistleblower complaint filed against Mr. Trump 
by a national security official, which also alleges that 
Mr. Trump used the call to “solicit interference” in the 
2020 election, and that the White House then inter¬ 
vened to “lock down” the transcript of the call. The 
whistleblower added that this was “not the first time” 
that Trump administration officials placed presidential 
call transcripts in a separate, classified system. The 
White House further exacerbated matters when they 
sought to block that complaint from reaching the House 
Intelligence Committee. Further, Mr. Trump is said to 
have personally ordered his staff to freeze more than 
$391 million in aid to Ukraine, before his call with Mr. 
Zelensky, making his conditions to the Ukrainian Presi¬ 
dent an outright quid pro quo. The Congress, even the 
Republican-controlled Senate, was having none of this. 
In a rare show of bipartisanship, the Senate passed un¬ 
animously a resolution calling for the White House to 
release the whistleblower complaint. Capitol Hill has 
now got both the memo of the call between Mr. Trump 
and Mr. Zelensky and the complaint, whose allegations 
House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff 
described as “deeply disturbing and very credible.” 

It was in this backdrop that Speaker Nancy Pelosi an¬ 
nounced an inquiry into impeachment proceedings 
against Mr. Trump, to begin after she meets with col¬ 
leagues next week. Neither the complaint nor the edit¬ 
ed transcript of the call are exculpatory of Mr. Trump. 
Even the edited memo of the call makes clear that Mr. 
Trump is linking the payment of military aid to Ukraine 
to Mr. Zelensky agreeing to investigate Hunter Biden’s 
role on the board of Burisma Holdings, a Ukrainian gas 
company. This, despite Ukraine’s public prosecutor, 
Yuriy Lutsenko, saying that he had no evidence of 
wrongdoing by the younger Biden. Contrarily, Mr. 
Trump may find it hard to shrug off the prospect of an 
ignominious impeachment. At least 140 House Demo¬ 
crats and one Independent have said that they would 
support impeachment proceedings against Mr. Trump 
for leaning on a foreign power to meddle in domestic 
politics, which would constitute a betrayal of the oath 
of office and compromise of national security. Ultimate¬ 
ly the inquiry leading to such an outcome would turn 
on whether there is, in the complaint, a “smoking gun” 
of the kind that brought down Richard Nixon. 



Childhoods lost in a troubled paradise 

Kashmir’s children grow up traumatised by conflict and live in perpetual fear of being picked up by the state 


R. VAIGAI, 

ANNA MATHEW 
& DEV IKA S. 

E very third child in Shopian 
district, Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K), has a clinically diag- 
nosable mental disorder, said a 
survey published in the Communi¬ 
ty Mental Health Journal earlier 
this year. Around 1.8 million adults 
in Kashmir Valley - 45% of its pop¬ 
ulation - showed symptoms of 
mental illness in 2015, according 
to Doctors Without Borders. Thus, 
even prior to the incidents of Au¬ 
gust 5, the disastrous results of a 
history of violence, illegal deten¬ 
tions and torture in the Valley 
were visible on the region’s chil¬ 
dren. 

The horror has since continued 
and got magnified, as chronicled 
in many reports. Media has report¬ 
ed illegal detention of scores of 
children, many of them whisked 
away at midnight by law enforce¬ 
ment officers with no record of 
their arrests, making it difficult to 
trace them. A report by economist 
Jean Dreze in August detailed ille¬ 
gal detention and torture of boys. 
A recent report by the Indian Fed¬ 
eration of Indian Women and oth¬ 
er organisations gave a first-hand 
account of the haunting spectre of 
mothers standing at their door¬ 
steps in the desperate hope of 
their children’s return, not know¬ 
ing where they are. These disap¬ 
pearances are in clear breach of 
the Supreme Court’s directions in 
the D.K. Basu case, where the 
court said that the next of kin have 
to be informed of every such ar¬ 
rest and the reasons thereof. 

Pawns in a political game 

Kashmir’s children have become 
pawns in a political game where 
the government wants to punish 
those protesting against its author¬ 
ity. Between 1990 and 2005, a to¬ 
tal of 46 schools were occupied by 
the armed forces and more than 


400 schools gutted between 1990 
and 2005, according to a 2006 re¬ 
port of the Public Commission on 
Human Rights. Such destruction 
of educational infrastructure, in 
addition to the unlawful deten¬ 
tions, leaves a lifelong impact on 
children, perpetuating a cycle of 
trauma, fear and bitterness. 

A report by the UN High Com¬ 
missioner for Human Rights ear¬ 
lier this year found that children in 
Kashmir, many of whose ages were 
wrongly recorded, were being de¬ 
tained and mistreated for several 
days in police lock-up, without any 
charge, mostly under the Public 
Safety Act (PSA), which allows pre¬ 
ventive detention for up to two 
years without any trial. The report 
found that the Armed Forces Spe¬ 
cial Powers Act remained a key ob¬ 
stacle to accountability. 

In 2018, the Jammu & Kashmir 
Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) 
found through Right to Informa¬ 
tion applications that hundreds of 
children had been detained under 
the PSA between 1990 and 2013. In 
many of these cases, the police/ 
magistrates had no procedure to 
verify the age of the detainees and 
minors were kept in custody along 
with adult criminals and released 
only after judicial intervention. 
About 80% of these detentions 
were held illegal by courts. 

Such treatment of children is 
undoubtedly in violation of multi¬ 
ple laws and conventions. To be¬ 
gin with, all of them violate Article 
14(4) of the International Conven¬ 
tion on Civil & Political rights 
which states that “all proceedings 
against juveniles shall take into ac¬ 
count their age and the desirabili¬ 
ty of promoting their rehabilita¬ 
tion.” The UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, ratified by In¬ 
dia, provides that the arrest/deten¬ 
tion of a child shall be in conformi¬ 
ty with the law and used only as a 
last resort and for the shortest ap¬ 
propriate period. The guidelines 



of the National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights clearly 
state that a blanket characterisa¬ 
tion of adolescent boys as security 
threats during civil unrest should 
be avoided and authorities should 
investigate and take action against 
personnel involved in arbitrary 
detentions, mistreatment or tor¬ 
ture of children. 

A sledgehammer treatment 

In 2003, the Madras High Court in 
Prabhakaran v. State of Tamil Nadu 
held that the Juvenile Justice Act is 
a comprehensive law and over¬ 
rides preventive detention laws 
enacted for national security. Ear¬ 
lier, in 1982, the Supreme Court 
had in the Jaya Mala case con¬ 
demned the preventive detention 
of a student and observed that 
young people, even if their acts are 
misguided, cannot be punished 
with a sledgehammer. 

However, none of these laws 
and directives seem to be followed 
in Kashmir. Parents are now too 
scared to send their children to 
school, lest they be picked up by 
authorities or get caught in a cross¬ 
fire. When such disappearances 
take place in a conflict-torn region, 
who does the aggrieved party 
complain to? Courts seem to be 


the only forums offering some pro¬ 
mise of redressal. However, state 
actions since August 5, when J&K’s 
special status was abrogated, have 
taken away even this limited op¬ 
tion from Kashmiris. Following the 
arrest of presidents of the J&K 
High Court and District Bar Asso¬ 
ciations and senior lawyers under 
PSA, most of Kashmir’s 1,050 la¬ 
wyers have been on strike. Over 
200 habeas corpus petitions have 
been filed till now. However, since 
most post offices are closed, la¬ 
wyers are unable to serve notices 
on the respondents. 

On August 5, all 31 cases shown 
in the ‘orders list’ of the Srinagar 
Bench of the J&K High Court were 
adjourned “due to restrictions on 
movement of traffic” as advocates 
could not be present. Weeks later, 
on September 24, out of the 78 
uploaded cases, advocates were 
present for both parties in just 11, 
none appeared in nine cases, peti¬ 
tioner’s counsel alone in nine cas¬ 
es and only the government coun¬ 
sel in 47 cases. 

Anticipating such contingen¬ 
cies, our Constitution provided for 
the protection of the citizens’ fun¬ 
damental rights by empowering 
them to approach the Supreme 
Court directly in case the rights 
were violated. The right to consti¬ 
tutional remedies is by itself a fun¬ 
damental right. Quite conscious of 
its obligations to protect the right 
to life of Kashmiris, the apex court 
has thus taken upon itself the task 
of inquiring into the allegations of 
state violence against children. 

The observations made by the 
Inter American Court of Human 
Rights had observed in a 2005 
case, concerning Colombia’s Mapi- 
ripan Massacre, are instructive 
here: “One does not combat terror 
with terror, but rather within the 
framework of the law. Those who 
resort to the use of brute force bru¬ 
talise themselves, creating a spiral 
of widespread violence that ends 


up turning the innocent, including 
children, into victims.” 

Noting that the terror sown 
among the surviving inhabitants 
caused their forced displacement, 
the court observed that the omis¬ 
sions, tolerance and collaboration 
by the state and the general popu¬ 
lation amounted to aggravated hu¬ 
man rights violations in the name 
of ‘war on terror’. 

Caged and disturbed 

Children in Kashmir grow up 
caged and under the shadow of a 
gun. As the parents of many of 
them go missing, they are also 
forced to assume the responsibili¬ 
ty of caregivers for their siblings. 
The strain on social structures due 
to the loss of family environment, 
safe spaces and education and 
health facilities severely traumatis¬ 
es many of them and snatches 
their childhood away. Gowhar 
Geelani, in his recent book Kash¬ 
mir Rage and Reason says children 
in Kashmir learn terms like “custo¬ 
dy killing”; “catch and kill”; “tor¬ 
ture”; “interrogation”; “deten¬ 
tion”; and “disappearance” - 
internalising a vocabulary they 
should not be privy to otherwise. 

What kind of world can such 
children look forward to if they 
have to live in constant fear of be¬ 
ing picked up for an unknown 
crime and taken to an unknown 
destination? Surely, this is not the 
firdous (heaven) on earth that ma¬ 
ny visualise Kashmir to be? 

No curbs on democratic rights 
on the promise of development 
can justify inhumane treatment of 
children. We need to speak out for 
the children of Kashmir or we will 
also be complicit in the ‘aggravat¬ 
ed crime’ by the state apparatus. 
The preventive arrests should be 
stopped lest the children of Kash¬ 
mir go missing forever. 


R. Vaigai, Anna Mathew and Devika S. are 
advocates at Madras High Court 


Institutions weakened, economy crippled 

The credibility of the RBI, the CSO and the Niti Aayog has taken a beating in recent times due to political interference 



M SURESH BABU 


N obel laureate Oliver Wil¬ 
liamson pondered over an 
important question, 
around 25 years ago: “Why are the 
ambitions of economic develop¬ 
ment practitioners and reformers 
so often disappointed?” According 
to him, “one answer is that deve¬ 
lopment policymakers and re¬ 
formers are congenital optimists. 
Another answer is that good plans 
are regularly defeated by those 
who occupy strategic positions. 
An intermediate answer is that in¬ 
stitutions are important, yet are 
persistently neglected in the plan¬ 
ning process.” 

The question and all the three 
answers assume relevance in the 
context of India’s recent economic 
performance. The slowdown in 
GDP growth rate has been dissect¬ 
ed, digressed and disowned by 
analysts, commentators and poli¬ 
cymakers. However, the diagnosis 
is far from complete and the 
growth engine is running out of 
fuel. Both the demand- and sup¬ 
ply-side factors have been central 
in all the analyses, but the crucial 
role of institutions in shaping the 
outcomes of both the factors in 
this episode of slowdown has been 


neglected. This has resulted in a 
series of banal policy measures for 
reviving growth. 

A market-centred economic 
model necessitates creating and 
sustaining credible institutions 
that further the efficiency of mar¬ 
ket mechanism. Given the possibil¬ 
ity of ‘market failures’, such insti¬ 
tutions assume a larger role in the 
economy in shaping expectations 
and decisions. Journalist Henry 
Hazlitt grouped the pillars of mar¬ 
ket economy into private proper¬ 
ty, free markets, competition, divi¬ 
sion and combination of labour 
and social cooperation. Institu¬ 
tions are needed to strengthen 
these foundational pillars are a 
prerequisite for markets to work. 

The credibility of three such im¬ 
portant institutions - the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI); the Central 
Statistical Organisation (CSO); and 
the Planning Commission/NITI 
Aayog - has taken a beating in re¬ 
cent times. 

Erosion in RBI’s autonomy 

The RBI, which was clamouring 
for more autonomy, has been sys¬ 
tematically brought under the am¬ 
bit of the Central government. 
Starting from the sidelining of the 
central bank on the important is¬ 
sue of currency demonetisation, 
the attempt has been to steadily 
erode the central bank’s indepen¬ 
dence. A three-pronged strategy 
resulted in this - first, the RBI was 
bypassed on matters relating to 


currency; second, its role as regu¬ 
lator of the banking sector was 
questioned when banks faltered; 
and, finally, its reserves were si¬ 
phoned. The net result has been 
that the RBI has been reduced into 
an institution which presides over 
a limited space of monetary poli¬ 
cy, that is, inflation targeting. 

It is also interesting to note that 
the only major policy tool availa¬ 
ble in the RBI’s armoury is cutting 
repo rates, which the central bank 
did four times this year. The last 
time the RBI made so many back- 
to-back cuts was after the global fi¬ 
nancial crisis over a decade ago, 
when most major central banks 
were desperate to revive economic 
growth. However, rate cuts alone 
could not help India’s economy 
this time, as banks, saddled with 
bad debt, were slow to reduce 
lending rates. This provides a clas¬ 
sic case of an institution’s weaken¬ 
ing, leading to questions on its role 
and credibility. 

Markets, which work on infor¬ 
mation and expectations, rely on 
official data to arrive at decisions. 
In an era of ‘big data’, we find that 
India’s official data procuring and 
publishing agency has been crip¬ 
pled. Often we find that the official 
series, ranging from national ac¬ 
counts to unemployment, has 
been smothered with repeated re¬ 
visions and change of data defini¬ 
tions. When data that needs ‘ap¬ 
proval’ before release, as in the 
case of the unemployment data. 



questions are bound to arise on 
the credibility of the numbers. The 
veracity of the data is to be tested 
by researchers and the public who 
consume the data and not by ‘ap¬ 
proving agencies’. It is altogether 
another matter that had we had 
admitted that the rate of unem¬ 
ployment was high, perhaps more 
private investment could have 
come due the expectations of find¬ 
ing labour at lower wages. Such a 
possibility was shut out by an atti¬ 
tude of denial on the part of the 
government. 

Space for course correction 

NITI Aayog presents the case of an 
institution that lost its character in 
the process of transformation. By 
abolishing the erstwhile Planning 
Commission and transforming it 
into the NITI Aayog, the govern¬ 
ment lost the space for mid-term 
appraisals of plans and policies. 
Course correction and taking 
stock of the economy have now 


become routine exercises, with 
uncritical acceptance due to a lack 
of well-researched documents. 

As another Nobel laureate, Dou¬ 
glass North, opined: “Institutions 
are the rules of the game in a socie¬ 
ty or, more formally, are the hu¬ 
manly devised constraints that 
shape human interaction.” Institu¬ 
tions are formed to reduce uncer¬ 
tainty in human exchange. Togeth¬ 
er with the technology employed, 
they determine the costs of tran¬ 
sacting (and producing). While the 
formal rules can be changed over¬ 
night, as has been practised by the 
present government, the informal 
norms change only gradually. 

In this context, it is useful to fo¬ 
cus on understanding and reform¬ 
ing the forces that keep bad insti¬ 
tutions in place, especially 
political institutions and the distri¬ 
bution of political power. This re¬ 
quires understanding the complex 
relationship between political in¬ 
stitutions and the political equili¬ 
brium. Sometimes, changing the 
political institutions may be insuf¬ 
ficient, or even counterproduc¬ 
tive, in leading to better economic 
outcomes as has been the case in 
India in recent times. The use of 
high-quality academic informa¬ 
tion, which the present establish¬ 
ment lacks, is valuable both to 
think about these issues and gen¬ 
erate better policy advice. 


M. Suresh Babu is a Professor at IIT- 
Madras 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials. 


Impeachment inquiry 

Close on the heels of what 
was perceived as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
oblique endorsement of 
President Donald Trump’s 
re-election bid comes the 
news of impeachment 
inquiry against him (Front 
page, “Impeachment 
inquiry against Trump 
begins,” Sept. 26). This 
underscores the need for 
caution while getting 
involved in the domestic 
politics of another country. 
Personal chemistry has 
little relevance in 
international relations 
which is essentially shaped 
by a country’s perceived 
commercial and 
geopolitical interests. Mr. 
Trump’s occasional 
diatribes against India 



despite the ceremonial 
hugs and lavish display of 
bonhomie spring from the 
inherent contradictions 
involved in the relationship 
between the two nations. 

Manohar Alembath, 

Kannur, Kerala 

Award for Modi 

The article “An award and 
an unholy trade-off,” 
(Editorial page. Sept. 26) 
seems to be a petulant and 
uncharitable denunciation 
of the Gates Foundation’s 
conferring of the ‘Global 
Gatekeeper’ award on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for advancing the 
cause of public health by 
building of millions of 
toilets across the country. 
One wonders why political 
opposition to the Prime 


Minister should descend to 
a level of unrelenting 
hostility that seeks to 
discredit and delegitimise 
the actions of the 
government no matter that 
international opinion 
approves good policies like 
building toilets. The 
Swachh Bharat mission 
resurrected toilet-access 
from the cocoons of shame 
and secrecy and made it a 
focus of public health. 
Entangling it in 
unsubstantiated and 
indefensible theories about 
the perceived loss of liberty 
appears to be a 
demonstration of 
intolerance, a flaw that the 
article accuses the 
government of. 

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN, 
Thiruvananthapuram 


State of education 

Education in India is 
basically seen as a means to 
lucrative employment 
(Editorial page, “Different 
peas in different pods,” 
Sept. 26). That is the reason 
why the best of students 
choose to pursue either an 
engineering or a medical 
course. Students join the 
rest of the courses also 
based on their perception 
about the relative 
employment potential of 
those courses. Unless this 
attitude of students 
changes, we cannot expect 
to produce more Jagadish 
Chandra Boses and G.N. 
Ramachandrans in 
biotechnology field or any 
other science stream. The 
lack of interest and quality 
of the students at the entry 


level of the degree course is 
the reason for the 
“mediocre quality” of the 
publications. Inculcating 
scientific thinking has to 
start from the school level 
with the right kind of 
teaching methods and 
provision of basic 
infrastructure. There is an 
urgent need to attract the 
best of minds into basic 


research in various science 
disciplines, if the country 
has to make real progress. 
Apart from transforming 
the educational system, we 
need to invest in creating 
institutes of excellence. 

Kosaraju Chandramouli, 
Hyderabad 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 


CORRECTIONS & clarifications: »Editing error: A front-page 
report (Sept. 26, 2019) erroneously said in the headline and text 
that two Dalit boys, aged 11 and 12, had been beaten to death in a vil¬ 
lage in Madhya Pradesh. Actually, it was a boy and a girl aged 11 and 
12 respectively. 

»In the report headlined “MIDHANI to be part of combat air¬ 
craft project” (Sept. 26,2019, some editions), a sentence that read 
“Work on MIDHANI’s new ^4,000 crore plant to make high-end 
aluminium alloy in a joint venture with the Steel Authority of India 
Limited at Nellore has begun... “ should be corrected to say a joint 
venture with NALCO at Nellore. 


The Readers' Editor's office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300; 
E-mail:readerseditor©thehindu.co.in 
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How can the Indian economy ride out the storm? 


PARLEY 


Unless rural incomes, hit by demonetisation, are 
revived, consumer demand is not going to grow 


To pull India out of the current eco¬ 
nomic slowdown, the government 
can loosen its purse strings, make 
pending payments, give GST re¬ 
funds quickly, and revamp MGNRE- 
GA to put more money in the hands 
of rural consumers, Ajit Ranade 
and Pronab Sen tell TCA Sharad 
Raghavan. They add that we can 
expect to see the slowdown lasting 
for a few more quarters. Edited ex¬ 
cerpts from a conversation: 

Dr. Sen, do you think we are in a 
slowdown? And if we are, is it 
more structural, in that we 
need to make drastic changes, 
or is it more cyclical, where if 
we just make smaller changes 
we can ride out the storm? 



Ajit Ranade 

is Chief Economist 
at the Aditya Birla 
Group 



Pronab Sen 

is former Chief 
Statistician of India 



Scan the QR code to 
listen to the full 
interview online 


Pronab Sen: We are in a slow¬ 
down. There is no question about it. 
And I think we have only seen the 
first phase of the slowdown. It has 
been five quarters now and I think it 
will go on for at least a couple of 
quarters more, maybe longer than 
that. To my mind, the problem is es¬ 
sentially structural, but structural 
does not necessarily mean that you 
have to do deep reforms to get over 
it. What you have to do is identify 
the cause of the structural slow¬ 
down and address it directly. Indi¬ 
rect instruments don’t work in the 
case of structural constraints. 

Dr. Ranade, of the main drivers 
of the economy - government 
expenditure, private 
consumption, investment, and 
exports - which of them do you 
feel need a revival most 
urgently? 

Ajit Ranade: I agree with Pronab 
that we are in a slowdown and I be¬ 
lieve this is a problem of lack of ag¬ 
gregate demand. This is a slowdown 
not because we are not able to pro¬ 
duce enough or that we have run 
out of capacity to produce; it is be¬ 
cause there is not enough demand. 
You identified the four sources of 
demand. Of course the most sus¬ 
tainable and long-term solution to 
come out of the slowdown is when 
investment demand picks up, espe¬ 
cially from private investment 
spending. But that is not something 
that can happen in a jiffy because it 


requires the investor’s confidence, 
it requires investors to take risks. 

So, in the near term, because ex¬ 
ports depend on the enthusiasm of 
foreigners buying Indian goods, 
maybe some supply-side measures 
like trade facilitation, removing bot¬ 
tlenecks, reducing the GST refund 
period delay, or even managing the 
exchange rate [may work], but fun¬ 
damentally if the global slowdown is 
a reality, then export demand can¬ 
not pick up quickly. Although, I do 
believe that India’s share of manu¬ 
facturing exports in the world is 
barely 2% or something, so we can 
easily go from 2% to 3%. In the near 
term I think the aggregate demand 
gap has to be filled in by some kind 
of government spending, although 
we can have a separate discussion 
on the fiscal situation. But I believe 
that’s what is required. 

Dr. Sen, Dr. Ranade has 
identified the most important 
driver that needs to be revived, 
but if we are looking for low- 
hanging fruit, if the 
government were to do 
something quickly that would 
have the biggest impact, what 
do you think that could be? 

PS: I think Ajit and I agree. The pro¬ 
blem is really private consumption 
demand. Remember that the go¬ 
vernment has limited instruments 
in its hands. It cannot stimulate 
private consumption directly, ex¬ 
cept in certain ways. But the focus 
needs to be primarily on that. The 
things that Ajit talked about in terms 
of exports would have to be in terms 
of trade facilitation and issues of 
that kind, and a sensible exchange 
rate policy, which we don’t have at 
the moment. The focus really would 
have to be on how to do you revive 
consumption demand. To my mind, 
the first step is really to go back to 
something we briefly touched on, 
which is the fiscal deficit. 

If you were to ask me what I 
would recommend, I would say the 
first thing I would recommend is 
please recognise that the true fiscal 
deficit is significantly above the re¬ 
ported fiscal deficit. Because the 
outcome of trying to suppress your 
fiscal deficit artificially is that the go¬ 
vernment is not paying its dues. It is 



not giving refunds; export credit re¬ 
fund is a large issue. But this is true 
of GST refunds across the board. 
The second is that the government 
is not paying off its suppliers. The 
third is that a lot of government 
spending that has already been bud¬ 
geted for and announced has not 
being made. PM KISAN is still lan¬ 
guishing. These are things which 
have been budgeted for but that mo¬ 
ney has not been spent or has not 
been shown to be spent, simply be¬ 
cause the government is not releas¬ 
ing the requisite funds. Just recog¬ 
nise the fiscal deficit for what it is 
and put the money out, then we can 
go back to the serious issue of cor¬ 
recting the fiscal deficit over the 
next few years. 

Dr. Ranade, the government 
has recently announced certain 
steps to release some of these 
locked up funds. It is saying 
that within a time-bound 
period, we will pay our 
suppliers, and GST input tax 
refunds will be credited in a 
short window. Does this mean 
that the government will then 
have to cut down on other 
spending or can it keep the 
fiscal deficit target and say that 
we’ll do both - we’ll increase 
our spending and we’ll give all 
of these pending payments? 

AR: I am going to ask for forgiveness 
from god, and Pronab, and all my 
colleagues. I am going to stick my 
neck out and say that this is a time 
when we need to actually worry less 
about the fiscal deficit target. After 
all, 3% or 3.3%, there is no golden 
rule. I want to emphasise what Pro- 


From a demand-based 
system MGNREGA has now 
become a a supply-based 
system. Unless you redesign 
MGNREGA to its original 
form, indexing the wages 
alone is not going to do a 
whole lot. 

nab said: even the routine stuff, the 
clearing payments which are not in 
dispute, where the vendors have 
supplied their services or goods, 
that itself is a very huge number if 
you count State and Central govern¬ 
ments. I think it is very large, about 
?10 lakh crore. Just releasing this 
payment or making very quick re¬ 
funds for exporters, especially 
SMEs, who have to pay 28% GST and 
then claim a refund would help a 
lot. So, that is the easier thing to do, 
and I would recommend that we 
don’t get hung up on the deficit, 
even though the CAG said that the 
3.3% reported is not the right num¬ 
ber. The actual deficit at the Central 
government level may be as high as 
5.5% and when you factor in the 
State governments, the combined 
deficit could be 8-8.5%. 

But remember that the nominal 
GDP growth rate has dropped to 8% 
and we are in a very unusual and 
unprecedented situation of low in¬ 
flation and low GDP growth in nomi¬ 
nal terms, so this is the time when 
we have to take the risk of cyclical 
fiscal expansion. One thing I would 
like to mention, which Pronab also 
mentioned, is that purchasing pow¬ 
er, especially in rural areas, is of 
prime importance. So, the driver of 
growth we need to look at is govern¬ 
ment spending, but also consump¬ 
tion in rural areas which is going to 


be helped by things like MGNREGA 
and wage growth because that will 
also require fiscal expansion. 

Dr. Sen, there were reports on 
how the government is 
considering pegging MGNREGA 
payments to an updated CPI 
inflation. Do you feel this will 
have a big impact in terms of 
putting more money in the 
hands of rural workers? 

PS: MGNREGA wages in any case 
were inflation indexed. What the go¬ 
vernment has announced is that it 
will be linked to the CPI for agricul¬ 
tural labour or the rural CPI, whi¬ 
chever shows more inflation. That’s 
all they have done. It’s been indexed 
all along, nothing new in that. 

Whether this is going to have an 
effect will depend entirely on how 
well MGNREGA is being implement¬ 
ed. The fact of the matter is that ov¬ 
er the past five years or so, the confi¬ 
dence of State governments that the 
Central government will pay up the 
MGNREGA funds has eroded signifi¬ 
cantly. And the net result is a lot of 
State governments simply haven’t 
been putting the same level of com¬ 
mitment in MGNREGA as they used 
to. Over the years MGNREGA has 
become a a supply-based system 
from a demand-based system. The 
State government says, I have got a 
public work, now you guys want to 
work on it, you can come and work 
on it. Earlier, it used to be a system 
where people went and demanded 
work and the State government was 
bound to give it to them and the 
Central government was bound to 
refund the labour cost of that partic¬ 
ular project. So, unless you redesign 
MGNREGA to its original form, just 
indexing the wages is not going to 
do a whole lot. 

Now that we have identified 
private consumption as one 
major driver that needs to be 
revived, what are the ways. Dr. 
Ranade, that we can put more 
money in people’s hands? Are 
income tax rate cuts viable and 
will they be effective? 

AR: Let’s not forget that a big driver 
of growth is consumption, which in¬ 
cludes rural consumption. And so, I 
want to reiterate what Pronab said 
about MGNREGA. Make it truly de¬ 
mand-driven, make the wage index¬ 
ation meaningful and involve social 


audits which were successful in 
some States like Andhra and Rajas¬ 
than. Involve social audits to ensure 
effectiveness, and also focus on the 
dual objective of asset creation whe¬ 
rever possible. But primarily it 
should be about putting some in¬ 
come in the hands of rural consum¬ 
ers. 

I am going to propose a radical 
suggestion. Since we also agreed 
that some of the reasons for the 
slowdown are structural, I believe 
one of the big structural features of 
the Indian economy right now is the 
massive drop in female labour force 
participation. In the last 10 or 12 
years, it has come down by 10 per¬ 
centage points, from 30-32% to 22%, 
which means that only one out of 
five working age women are actually 
working for a paid job. So, here’s my 
radical suggestion: Think of a 10- 
year or 15-year completely tax-free 
income for women. That is zero in¬ 
come tax for all women. That’s a 
suggestion to also increase con¬ 
sumption but it would be mainly to 
encourage paid jobs for women. 

Dr. Sen, is it accurate to say that 
this slowdown that we are 
seeing is the delayed effect of 
demonetisation and that has 
completely removed the 
parallel economy? 

PS: Yes, unquestionably so. The un¬ 
organised sector has been hit now 
for a long time and unless rural in¬ 
comes are revived, and that is 
where 70% of our population is, 
consumer demand is not going to 
grow. So, what we are talking about 
is the same, that the principal cause 
of distress in rural areas was demo¬ 
netisation. If you want to fix that 
structural break, you need to bring 
back rural income to some sem¬ 
blance of normalcy. 

Dr. Ranade, do you agree? 

AR: Yeah, 90% of India’s labour 
force is in the informal sector. We 
have to recognise that this is the 
normality of the Indian economy 
and, therefore, whatever disrupts 
that, we are disrupting the main¬ 
stream. And that I believe is the lin¬ 
gering effect of demonetisation. I 
believe the rural wages, which used 
to grow at perhaps 10-15% a year, 
have grown at barely 1% in the last 
few years. And this has certainly af¬ 
fected rural purchasing power. 


A climate emergency 

The Indian government must take corrective 
measures immediately to combat climate change 


ANBUMANI RAMADOSS 


A few generations from now, our des¬ 
cendants may not see the animals 
and plants we now regard as com¬ 
monplace. Nearly 500 species have 
become extinct in just the last centu¬ 
ry. We are depleting 25% more natu¬ 
ral resources than the planet can sus¬ 
tain right now. Mankind is teetering 
dangerously close to the precipice of 
extinction. 

Climate change is real 

Al Gore’s 2006 film. An Inconvenient 
Truth, awakened the world to the 
dire causes and consequences of glo¬ 
bal warming. It made an impact on 
millions and initiated global debates 
on climate change. However, many of 
us were sceptical of the warnings. 
Some of us did not believe that our 
planet would ever run out of resourc¬ 
es. We thought that discussions 
would take place among scientists 
and environmentalists, but that the 
impact of climate change would nev¬ 
er really be felt by us. And that if it 
were to be felt, it would take a long 
time, perhaps a couple of centuries. 

In just 13 years, Al Gore’s predic¬ 
tions have become real and haunting. 
Now the effects of climate change are 
at our doorsteps. Cyclones such as 
Thane, Vardah, Ockhi and Gaja have 
affected Tamil Nadu in recent times; 
Chennai saw terrible floods in 2015. 
Floods wreaked havoc in Assam, Hi¬ 
machal Pradesh and Bihar this year, 
and Mumbai received record mon¬ 
soon rains. Kerala witnessed floods 
for the second consecutive year. Cy¬ 
clone Fani devastated Odisha, Cy¬ 
clone Vayu ravaged Gujarat this year. 
All these are because of climate 
change. Meanwhile, Europe saw the 
highest temperatures ever in record¬ 
ed history. This July, Paris recorded 
its highest temperature of 42.6°C. 

Humanity is paying the price for 
the indiscriminate use of fossil fuels. 
The increase in global temperatures 
started with the industrial revolu¬ 
tion. Experts say that if our current 
lifestyle continues, the global tem¬ 
perature will increase further in the 
next 30-40 years and that will have 
catastrophic consequences. 

Industries, vehicles, burning of 
fossil fuels, thermal power plants and 
large-scale rearing of cattle are emit¬ 



ting heat-trapping greenhouse gases 
like carbon dioxide, methane and ni¬ 
trous oxide. The increase in these 
gases is trapping the sun’s heat and 
increasing the earth’s temperature. 

Global warming will drastically af¬ 
fect agriculture - the production of 
rice, wheat, maize and soya will de¬ 
crease significantly. Apart from mal¬ 
nutrition, climate change will give 
birth to newer infections and illness. 
This imbalance will in turn affect the 
economy which will lead to conflict, 
war and global unrest. Global warm¬ 
ing is already melting the polar ice 
caps. If this continues, sea levels will 
rise and submerge coastal cities. 
These natural disasters will make 
millions of people climate refugees. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change report states that 
averting a climate crisis will require 
reinvention of the global economy. 
By 2040, there could be global food 
shortages, inundation of coastal ci¬ 
ties and a huge refugee crisis, it says. 

Steps to be taken 

UN and climate experts have called 
for the declaration of a global climate 
emergency. Countries like the U.K., 
Canada, France and Ireland have al¬ 
ready declared climate emergencies. 
So have local bodies and NGOs world¬ 
wide. Unfortunately India and U.S. 
are still slow to act. Which countries 
are responsible for historical emis¬ 
sions is now past the stage of debate. 
Global warming will affect every indi¬ 
vidual in every country. It is the duty 
of every human and government to 
take steps to stop the climate crisis. 
The Indian government should de¬ 
clare a climate emergency imme¬ 
diately. Immediate policy changes 
should include reducing the usage of 
fossil fuels by half by 2030, encourag¬ 
ing the use of public transport, in¬ 
creasing forest area, promoting non- 
conventional energy, devising good 
water management policies, imple¬ 
menting the plastic ban stringently, 
banning the burning of waste, pro¬ 
moting innovative urban planning 
policies and reducing mass rearing of 
cattle for human consumption. Let 
us all join together to save the only 
planet we have. 


Anbumani Ramadoss is a member of the 
Rajya Sabhafrom Tamil Nadu 
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NOTEBOOK 

No record? Then it never happened 


Journalists can never afford to forget the tools of their trade 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 


Every legal reporter worth 
his salt prizes an opportun¬ 
ity to interact one-on-one 
with a judge. The occasion 
offers an insight into the 
personality of the judge 
and the inner workings of 
the judiciary. An hour 
spent with a judge is a rare 
event, particularly in the 
case of the Indian judiciary 
which considers talking to 
the media anathema. The 
code of judicial ethics in¬ 
sists judges keep a distance 
from the media. They are 
expected to talk only 
through their judgments, 
the January 12 press confe¬ 
rence in 2018 by the four 
senior-most judges of the 
Supreme Court being an 
aberration. 

Seasoned court repor¬ 
ters wait patiently for 
months to gain access to a 
judge. A phone call to the 
judge’s staff for an appoint¬ 
ment is often met with the 
cliched “ judge saahab abhi 
busy hain (the judge is bu¬ 
sy now)” or even “the Lord- 


ship is in the washroom”. 
But we nevertheless persist 
with our efforts to break 
the ice. Personal equations, 
and trust in a reporter or a 
media house, really help. 

It is in this context that I 
managed an interview with 
Justice S. Rajendra Babu af¬ 
ter he retired as Chairper¬ 
son of the National Human 
Rights Commission. 
Dressed in a white silk kur- 
ta and veshti. Justice Babu 
greeted me politely at his 
official residence and of¬ 
fered me tea. The interview 
went well. I jotted down his 
replies to my questions. Af¬ 
ter a brief farewell, I drove 
away smacking my lips ov¬ 
er the coup. Halfway to the 
office, I leaned over to the 
passenger seat, my eyes 
still on the road, to check 
for my notebook. To my 
horror, I realised that I had 
lost it! Frustrated and an¬ 
gry, I stopped the car and 
searched everywhere for 
the notebook. It was mis¬ 
sing. I called Justice Babu’s 
office and told his personal 
staff about my misadven¬ 


ture. They invited me back 
to search for it, but the 
search was in vain. I had to 
eventually call my editors 
to inform them that the in¬ 
terview was not happen¬ 
ing. I was too ashamed to 
seek another appointment 
with Justice Babu. 

The ghost of the misad¬ 
venture returned to haunt 
me in 2018. Justice Kurian 
Joseph, a popular Supreme 
Court judge who was also 
one of the four participants 
in the January 12 presser, 
granted me an interview. I 
went to his residence with 
my trusty old Samsung 
phone which doubled up 
as my recorder. The inter¬ 
view was detailed; the 
judge candid. After the in¬ 
terview, I checked my re¬ 
cording only to find that 
not a word had been re¬ 
corded. A kind man. Justice 
Kurian gauged my embar¬ 
rassment and said, “Why 
don’t you get a good phone 
for yourself? It seems you 
need one more than me.” 

I went back to the office 
and shared my plight with 


my colleagues. My boss ad¬ 
vised me to check with the 
electronics department. 
They said the file was cor¬ 
rupted. A colleague sug¬ 
gested calling up a friend of 
his in the forensics lab. The 
lady there said she could 
give it a try, but it would 
take time. I did not have 
the luxury of time. Finally, I 
called Justice Kurian and 
told him that I had bun¬ 
gled. He advised me to redo 
the interview. I went back 
the next day, and this time, 
much to Justice Kurian’s 
surprise, placed an array of 
recorders on his tea table. 
It looked more like a press 
conference than a one-on- 
one. The interview turned 
out to be more detailed 
than the earlier one, proba¬ 
bly because the judge had 
more time to think about 
his answers. 

It takes more than one to 
do a good interview - you, 
your recorder and the in¬ 
terviewee. Especially a 
good recorder! I still won¬ 
der where I left that note¬ 
book all those years ago. 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 27 , 1969 

Preparing for a new role 

One bank customer said: “Once upon a time 
an applicant for bank credit was expected to 
be humble in his relationship with his bank¬ 
er. Bargaining with him about anything was 
almost unknown.” This popular picture of 
the banker being a hard-hearted person who 
always liked to say “no” to anything is van¬ 
ishing. With all the major banks now in the 
public sector, the banker to-day is a person 
racking his brains to find some way to grant 
every applicant “all the credit that is both 
safe for the bank and sound for the borrow¬ 
er.” In the words of one Bank Custodian, the 
“penalties for over-conservatism are going 
to be enormous.” While the issue of fresh di¬ 
rectives, which are not in conformity with 
the Banking Companies Act, by the Govern¬ 
ment has been stayed by the Supreme 
Court, pending disposal of the writ, indivi¬ 
dual Custodians who have been briefed on 
the Government’s intentions have shown 
zeal in different degrees in fulfilling these in¬ 
tentions on their own initiative. At the mo¬ 
ment, the Government could formally ask 
for nothing more than the implementation 
of last year’s social control policy on which 
every bank has made significant progress. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 27 , 1919 . 

Punjab “Frightfulness.” 

(From an Editorial) 

The moving finger has written and with the 
inevitability of the pre-ordained the Indem¬ 
nity Bill has been added to the long list of un¬ 
welcome measures forced down the throat 
of the country. So far as the Government is 
concerned it may well congratulate itself on 
having come out of its trials, if not exactly 
with colours flying, at least with its feathers 
practically intact. It resolutely set its face 
against any “whittling down” of the Bill, as 
Sir W. Vincent called the many genuine sug¬ 
gestions for a via media proposed by non-of¬ 
ficial members, and had its own way - no 
difficult task in a Council more than half of 
which cherishes a collective conscience 
throbbing in touching harmony with the di¬ 
rections of official mouth-pieces, while all 
but an intransigent few are too lost in a sense 
of amazed gratitude that a ma-bap Govern¬ 
ment should actually deign to explain its ac¬ 
tions to be over-critical of the explanations. 
The hypnotic atmosphere of the Council is 
perhaps best made evident in the attitude of 
Sir D Wacha, who surrendered to the offi¬ 
cial... after the “assurances” of the Law 
Member. 
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Karnataka bypolls will 
be deferred, EC tells SC 


He said it was “not defection 
if you give up membership 
of a political party for rea¬ 
sons of conscience, then 
you resign and go back to 
face the public mandate. 
This is recognition of the 
MLAs right to resign”. He 
submitted that for an MLA, 
his constituency was sove¬ 
reign. A party whip cannot 
stop him from doing good 
for his electorate. In such 
cases, the legislator may opt 
to resign rather than conti¬ 
nue his participation in an 
ineffectual government. 

Senior advocate C.A. Sun- 
daram, for former Congress 
MLA D. Sudhakar, had sub¬ 
mitted that the authority of 
the Speaker when faced 
with the resignation of an 
MLA was limited. The 
Speaker was to only see if 
the resignation was volun¬ 
tary or genuine. 

“A Speaker is not the par¬ 
ty boss. He is the master of 
the house and not the presi¬ 
dent of the party,” he said. 

Senior advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi, for some other dis¬ 
qualified legislators, had 
highlighted the procedural 
flaws in the events leading 
to the disqualification, in¬ 
cluding the lack of notice 


TIMELINE 


JULY 1 T010: As many as 17 
Legislators from Congress and 
JDS submit their resignations 

JULY 11: Supreme Court hears 
a petition filed by rebel MLAs 
and directs the Speaker to take 
a decision on their resignations 
forthwith 

JULY 18: Chief minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy moves 
confidence motion 

JULY 23: The coalition 
government falls after Mr. 
Kumaraswamy Loses trust vote 

JULY 25 & JULY 28: 17 MLAs 
who submitted resignations are 
disqualified by Speaker Ramesh 
Kumar till end of tenure of 
Assembly 

JULY 26: B.S. Yediyurappa takes 
over as chief minister 

JULY 29: Mr. Yediyurappa proves 
majority 

JULY 30: MLAs challenge 
disqualification in SC 

SEPTEMBER 23: Election 
Commission announces bypolls 

SEPTEMBER 26: EC tells 
Supreme Court that bypolls will 
be deferred 

period. Mr. Rohatgi had, as 
interim relief, wanted a stay 
of the election notification 
issued on Saturday last or, in 
the alternative, give them 
permission to contest the 
polls in October. 


‘Rescind’ action on 
Art. 370, OIC tells India 


The statement also called on 
India to provide solemn as¬ 
surances that it will not 
change the occupied territo¬ 
ry’s demographic composi¬ 
tion and not allow non- 
Kashmiris to acquire pro¬ 
perty or residency in [J 
&K]....halt its human rights 
violations... repeal its draco¬ 
nian emergency laws, and 
withdraw its heavy military 
presence”. 

The statement after a mi¬ 
nisterial meeting on the si¬ 
delines of the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA) from the 
contact group, which has is¬ 
sued statements against In¬ 
dia on the Kashmir dispute 
in the past, follows a state¬ 
ment by the OIC on August 
14. 

MEA silence 

The MEA did not respond to 
the statement from the OIC 
that represents 57 member 
states, but has routinely dis¬ 
missed any comments on 
what it considers India’s “in¬ 
ternal matter”. 

Speaking at the Council 
on Foreign Relations, Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish- 
ankar on Wednesday point¬ 
ed to the fact that several 
major Muslim community 
groups, including the Ja- 
maat ulema-e-Hind, had 
backed the government’s 
moves in Kashmir. 

“I would not agree that 
the Kashmir issue should be 
seen through a communal 
lens,” Mr. Jaishankar said in 
response to a question. 

“In terms of how the 
State and the (BJP) ap¬ 
proaches this issue....today, 
if there is one area we have 
visibly good relations, par¬ 
ticularly in the last five 
years, it would be in the Gul- 
f....and you know what the 
dominant faith in the Gulf 
is,” he added. 

In fact, the OIC group’s 


statement is one of very few 
at the United Nations that 
have been critical of India’s 
actions, even though Pakis¬ 
tan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
made the situation in Kash¬ 
mir their single talking point 
at dozens of bilateral and 
multilateral meetings. 

At a press conference on 
Tuesday, Mr. Khan told jour¬ 
nalists that he was “disap¬ 
pointed by the international 
community,” as they have 
not accepted Pakistan’s con¬ 
cerns. 

“There is no pressure on 
Narendra Modi to lift the 
siege,” Mr. Khan added at a 
press conference where 
most of his comments were 
restricted to events in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir. 

In contrast, Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi- 
na refused to make any 
comment on Kashmir, indi¬ 
cating her support for the 
government’s actions. 

When confronted with a 
direct question from an au¬ 
dience member at the Coun¬ 
cil on Foreign Relations on 
why the Islamic world had 
not raised the issues of 
Kashmir and the Rohingya 
refugees more forcefully as 
a collective, Ms. Hasina said 
it was because the OIC is 
“not united” and there are 
differences between coun¬ 
tries that have “more re¬ 
sources” and those who 
have less. 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, the only 
leader to raise Kashmir at 
the UN thus far and said 
Kashmir remains “besieged 
and eight million people are 
stuck in Kashmir despite re¬ 
solutions adopted by the UN 
Security Council”, stressed 
that the only solution for the 
“Kashmiri people” was 
through dialogue. 


NSA discusses steps to ease J&K curbs 

Decision on the phased restoration of mobile telephony in the Valley to be announced soon 



No business: A CRPF vehicle in front of a closed market in Srinagar on Thursday. ■ nissar ahmad 


PEERZADA ASHIQ 
VIJAI TA SINGH 

SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI 

National Security Adviser 
(NSA) Ajit Doval camped in 
Srinagar ahead of Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi’s ad¬ 
dress at the United Nations 
General Assembly in New 
York on Friday. 

For the past week, securi¬ 
ty officials have been making 
arrangements to ensure no 
violence is reported in Kash¬ 
mir in the wake of the high- 
profile event as it might af¬ 
fect India’s image globally. 
Mr. Doval did not accompa¬ 
ny Mr. Modi unlike on other 
visits when he was a regular 
part of his entourage. 

Series of meetings 

Mr. Doval held a series of 
meetings in Srinagar to re¬ 
view the security arrange¬ 
ments and discussed mea¬ 
sures to ease restrictions in 
Kashmir further. He appre¬ 
ciated that no complaints re¬ 
garding human rights viola¬ 
tions were reported from 
any part of Kashmir Valley 


over a month-and-a-half. 

Official sources privy to 
the meetings said the NSA, 
on his second visit to J&K 
since its special status was 
revoked, sought “facts and 
figures on several aspects of 
the Union Territory”. 

It included ground re¬ 
ports on the law and order 
situation, militancy and infil¬ 
tration graph, shutdown in 
the Valley and status of edu¬ 
cational institutions. 


He was also briefed about 
the undercurrents of discon¬ 
tent fuelled further by fears 
of losing land and jobs in the 
Union Territory. The phased 
restoration of mobile tele¬ 
phony was also discussed 
and a decision would be an¬ 
nounced soon, the officials 
said. Sources said the NSA 
was apprised of fresh infiltra¬ 
tion bids across the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Kashmir, es¬ 
pecially in Kupwara and Ban- 


dipora’s Gurez area, in the 
past three days. 

During his interaction 
with the Army and the BSF, 
the NSA stressed that in view 
of the reports of large-scale 
infiltration attempts, the an¬ 
ti-infiltration grid along the 
border must be kept on high 
alert. 

“Wherever attempts of in¬ 
filtration are reported, 
strong action must be ta¬ 
ken,” Mr. Doval was quoted 


Army, BSF sound red 
alert along the LoC 

JAMMU 

Taking serious note of Pakistan 
using Chinese drones to air 
drop weapons in Punjab, the 
Army and BSF have sounded an 
all-out alert along the entire 
Indo-Pakistan border and LoC 
and have asked border- 
guarding troops to keep a 
"hawk's eye" over similar air- 
intrusions in future. GPS-fitted 
drones flew in from Pakistan 
seven to eight times to air drop 
several caches of arms, 
ammunition and fake currency, 
which were seized in Punjab, pti 


by the official spokesman as 
saying. He urged the security 
forces to continue the good 
conduct and maintain peace 
in the Union Territory. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Doval called upon the para¬ 
military forces, police and ci¬ 
vil administration “to win 
the hearts and minds of the 
people and immediately res¬ 
pond to emergencies and 
any issues raised by the 
people.” 


J&K students 
reject invite 
ofAdityanath 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

Kashmiri students of Ali¬ 
garh Muslim University 
have rejected the invitation 
of Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi¬ 
nister Yogi Adityanath to 
discuss the advantages of 
the removal of Article 370 
in J&K. Mr. Adityanath on 
Wednesday invited 40 
Kashmiri students from dif¬ 
ferent districts of the State 
through magistrates to 
share their concerns. 

Bilal Majid, a Ph.D. scho¬ 
lar in the Department of 
History, told The Hindu 
that the Kashmiri students 
had unanimously decided 
not to accept the invite as it 
could be used “to perpet¬ 
uate the propaganda that 
everything is normal in 
Kashmir”. He said the dis¬ 
trict administration pur¬ 
sued them but they politely 
declined. “Our conscience 
doesn’t allow us. However, 
if there are one or two stu¬ 
dents who want to go, they 
could attend the meeting,” 
said Mr. Majid. 


No clarity on Maharashtra for BJP 

Party’s poll panel likely to clear names for Haryana on September 29 



Home Minister Amit Shah and Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis in New Delhi on Thursday, -pti 


BJP breaching ‘coalition 
dharma’, says ally SAD 

‘The party poached our Haryana MLA’ 



NISTU LA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

The BJP will most likely hold 
a meeting of its central elec¬ 
tion committee on or after 
September 29 for clearing 
the candidates for the Harya¬ 
na Assembly election, and 
await the declaration of its 
seat-sharing arrangement 
with the Shiv Sena for the 
Maharashtra polls around 
the same time. 

Party president Amit Shah 
was engaged in day-long 
meetings on Wednesday and 
Thursday with core groups 
of both States at the BJP 
headquarters in New Delhi. 
International wrestler Yo- 
geshwar Dutt, former India 
hockey captain Sandeep 
Singh and Shiromani Akali 
Dal MLA Balkaur Singh 
joined the party while the 
meetings were under way. 

No ticket for kin 

The meetings with regard to 
Haryana decided to deny 
ticket to the kin of senior 

Sonia, Rahul 
to lead Gandhi 
Jayanti march 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

In an effort to reclaim Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi’s legacy. 
Congress leaders would be 
leading padayatras on Oc¬ 
tober 2 as part of his 150th 
birth anniversary celebra¬ 
tion. While Congress presi¬ 
dent Sonia Gandhi is ex¬ 
pected to lead the 
padayatra in Delhi, former 
chief Rahul Gandhi is ex¬ 
pected to take part in the 
march in Wardha and par¬ 
ty general secretary Pri- 
yanlca Gandhi Vadra is ex¬ 
pected to lead the event in 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Earlier, AICC general se¬ 
cretary K.C. Venugopal 
told the State units to have 
a week-long programme to 
observe the anniversary. 


leaders, pre-empting at¬ 
tempts by at least three Un¬ 
ion Ministers from the State 
who were lobbying for ticket 
for their relatives. 

“There were more than 
three requests and its been 
made clear that kin of lead¬ 
ers will be considered last 
for ticket,” said a senior lead¬ 
er present at the meeting. 

The only exception to the 
“no kin” rule could be 
Choudhary Birendra Singh, 
who had earlier resigned as 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Taking a swipe at Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi’s 
‘Howdy, Modi!’ event in 
Houston, the Congress on 
Thursday accused the BJP 
government of ruining “ac¬ 
cess to education and em¬ 
ployment opportunities”. 

At a press conference. 
Congress communication 
chief Randeep Singh Surje- 
wala said, “Indian youth 
have a straight question - 
howdy education and how¬ 
dy unemployment? The BJP 
government has ruined edu¬ 
cation and employment in 
India.” 

Mr. Surjewala said two re¬ 
ports - the Eighth Annual All 
India Survey on Higher Edu¬ 
cation 2018-19 by the Minis- 


Union Steel Minister after his 
son Brijendra Singh got Lok 
Sabha ticket from Hissar. 

Mr. Singh has sought tick¬ 
et for his wife and has of¬ 
fered to resign his Rajya Sab¬ 
ha seat to facilitate the 
nomination. 

The new entrants into the 
party and wrestler Babita 
Phogat are tipped to get tick¬ 
et, with sources saying sever¬ 
al new faces will be fielded 
and around 15% of sitting 
MLAs will be dropped. 


try of Human Resource De¬ 
velopment (HRD) and a 
report by the Centre for 
Monitoring India Economy 
(CMIE) on unemployment in 
India - put the unemploy¬ 
ment rate at 8.19% in August, 
the highest in over 50 years, 
and very poor statistics on 
higher studies. 

He said a shocking fact 


The situation in Maha¬ 
rashtra is a tad more compli¬ 
cated with the BJP and the 
Shiv Sena yet to make an an¬ 
nouncement over seat-shar¬ 
ing arrangements and the 
BJP holding out for a more 
dominant position in the al¬ 
liance looking at the altered 
political situation on the 
ground. 

Region-wise review 

At Thursday’s meeting, 
where Chief Minister Deven¬ 
dra Fadnavis was also pre¬ 
sent, sources said Mr. Shah 
held a region-wise review of 
the State. 

“Most likely, the seat-shar¬ 
ing arrangement will be 
cleared by the high com¬ 
mand here, but declared in 
Mumbai with Shiv Sena pre¬ 
sident Uddhav Thackeray in 
tow,” added the source. 
While some numbers are 
making the rounds, the only 
thing that is clear is that the 
BJP is determined to take the 
largest share. 


was that the more a person 
was literate, higher were the 
chances of being unem¬ 
ployed. 

Global average 

While the rate of unemploy¬ 
ment for men was 6.1%, for 
women it was 17.5%. 

“The global average un¬ 
employment is 4.95%, as es- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

The Shiromani Akali Dal, 
one of the oldest allies of the 
BJP, on Thursday accused it 
of using political muscle to 
force an Haryana MLA to 
join it ahead of the Assemb¬ 
ly election. 

The MLA, Balkaur Singh, 
Olympic medallist wrestler 
Yogeshwar Dutt and former 
Indian hockey captain San¬ 
deep Singh had joined the 
BJP in New Delhi. 

Upset over the episode, 
the Akali Dal’s core commit¬ 
tee held a meeting in Amrit¬ 
sar, and said the BJP’s act 
was against the principle of 
coalition “dharma”. 

“The SAD’s core commit¬ 
tee condemns the BJP for us¬ 
ing political muscle power 
to make its MLA Balkaur 
Singh join the saffron par¬ 
ty... this act was against the 
principle of coalition ‘dhar¬ 
ma’,” senior party leader 
and former Minister Daljeet 


timated by the International 
Labour Organisation, but 
the unemployment in India 
is nearly double,” he said. 

Criticising the report of 
the HRD Ministry on the 
state of higher education, 
Mr. Surjewala said only 2.5% 
educational institutions pro¬ 
vided for PhD studies and 
only 0.5% youths were 
enrolled. 

According to the report, 
about 74% of youth in the 18- 
23 age group were not en¬ 
rolled for graduate degrees, 
he said. 

“Time for Prime Minister 
to go back from event man¬ 
agement and stage managed 
Howdy programme to ad¬ 
dressing Howdy education 
and Howdy unemploy¬ 
ment,” said Mr. Surjewala. 


Daljeet Singh Cheema 

Singh Cheema told The 
Hindu. 

Mr. Cheema said the core 
committee had observed 
that the BJP had not only be¬ 
trayed the SAD but also 
backtracked from the com¬ 
mitments it had made vis-a- 
vis the Haryana Assembly 
elections slated for October 
21 . 

“The SAD has always 
stood through thick and 
thin with the BJP in the na¬ 
tional interest, he said.” 

Birthday wishes 
pour in for 
Manmohan 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Birthday greetings poured 
in for former Prime Minis¬ 
ter Dr. Manmohan Singh 
who turned 87 on Thurs¬ 
day. “His sagacious leader¬ 
ship ensured that India 
took a determined leap for¬ 
ward, even during trying 
times,” said Congress presi¬ 
dent Sonia Gandhi. 

“On his birthday, let us 
acknowledge Dr. Manmo¬ 
han Singhj/’s selfless ser¬ 
vice, dedication & incredi¬ 
ble contribution to the 
cause of nation building,” 
tweeted former Congress 
chief Rahul Gandhi. 

Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi and Defence Mi¬ 
nister Rajnath Singh also 
wished Dr. Singh. 


‘BJP mined education, employment’ 

Unemployment rate at 8.19% in August, highest in over 50 years, says Congress 


Time for Prime Minister to 
* go back from event man¬ 
agement and stage managed 
Howdy programme to address¬ 
ing Howdy education and Howdy 
unemployment. The BJP gov¬ 
ernment has ruined education 
and employment in India 

RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA 

CONGRESS COMMUNICATION CHIEF 



Modi meets Rouhani, 
discusses Chabahar 


SC raises doubts on findings of ASI in Ayodhya case 

Counsel for Sunni Wakf Board questioned the inferences of the survey, saying archaeology is an inexact science 


The court cannot be expected to 
* re-construct the history of the 
Babri Masjid site from ruins, that I 
is why we want expert opinions... ^ 

the ASI cannot be considered 
authoritative 

JUSTICE S.A. BOBDE SUPREME COURT JUDGE 



Despite a sanction carve out 
for India’s participation in 
the construction and deve¬ 
lopment of Iran’s Chabahar 
port - a strategic project 
that would connect India, 
Afghanistan and Iran to 
Central Asia, while circum¬ 
venting Pakistan - work on 
the project was “very slow”, 
Ali Chegeni, Iran’s envoy to 
India, had told The Hindu 
earlier this month. 

Mr. Chegeni had also said 
that India should not have 
cooperated with the U.S. 
sanctions. 

The meeting comes a day 
before Mr. Modi’s UNGA ad¬ 
dress and a day after Mr. 



Rouhani’s, in which the Ira¬ 
nian leader had said Iran 
would not talk to the U.S. 
unless sanctions were lifted. 

European countries, 
such as France and Germa¬ 
ny had hoped to arrange a 
meeting between Mr. Rou¬ 
hani and U.S. President Do¬ 
nald Trump. 

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said on Tues¬ 
day that Mr. Trump had en¬ 
listed his help in mediation 
and that he had spoken with 
Mr. Rouhani. 

However, Mr. Trump left 
New York shortly after noon 
on Friday without having 
met Mr. Rouhani. 



KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Justice S.A. Bobde of the Su¬ 
preme Court said on Thurs¬ 
day that the court could not 
be expected to reconstruct 
the history of the Babri Mas¬ 
jid site from ruins, and Ar¬ 
chaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) findings may not be 
“authoritative”. 

The oral remarks of the 
judge, who is part of the Con¬ 
stitution Bench led by Chief 
Justice of India Ranjan Go- 
goi, came when the Muslim 
side argued that if the Hindu 
side could infer a grand tem¬ 
ple from materials unco¬ 



vered in the ASI excavations 
at the Babri Masjid site in 
2003, nothing prevented the 
Muslim parties from deduc¬ 
ing the pre-existence of an 
Idgah mosque on the very 
same spot. 

‘Conjecturing so much’ 

Senior advocate Meenakshi 
Arora, for the Sunni Wakf 
Board, pointed to how the 
ASI report even inferred 
there was a circular shrine, 
believed to be of the sixth 
century and dedicated to Shi¬ 
va at the site. “We are infer¬ 
ring so much... conjecturing 
so much,” she rued about the 



nature of the court hearings 
which reached their 32nd 
consecutive day. “We cannot 
reconstruct what happened 
from the ruins, that is why 
we want expert opinions,” 
Justice Bobde reacted. 

“This [about the shrine] is 
there in the ASI report... It is 



the ASI which is saying there 
was a shrine. The experts 
[ASI] themselves are infer¬ 
ring. That is why archaeolo¬ 
gy is an inexact science. We 
dig and we imagine our 
past,” Ms. Arora said. 

“The ASI cannot be consi¬ 
dered authoritative,” Justice 


Bobde suddenly remarked. 
Ms. Arora immediately res¬ 
ponded: “If that’s so, I rest 
my case!” Ms. Arora has been 
all along arguing that the ASI 
report is riddled with “inhe¬ 
rent, palpable” inferences, 
which contradict each other. 

The report had suggested 
the pre-existence of a mas¬ 
sive, multi-pillared structure 
believed to be a Hindu tem¬ 
ple dedicated to Lord Ram 
and thus proof of his birth at 
the spot. Ms. Arora, howev¬ 
er, went on to reveal that the 
ASI report also has referenc¬ 
es to finding “Islamic mate¬ 
rial” during the excavation. 


“Lime surkhi is used in 
some of the materials dug up 
by the ASI. Lime surkhi is 
synonymous with Mughal 
construction. It is not possi¬ 
ble to find the use of lime 
surkhi in the construction of 
structures believed to be 
built centuries before the en¬ 
try of the Mughal sultanate,” 
Ms. Arora explained. 

Senior advocate Rajeev 
Dhavan, for the Sunni Waqf 
Board, submitted that they 
did not want to question the 
authorship of the ASI report 
and apologised for delving 
into the claim on Wednes¬ 
day. 


• • • 
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Fresh quake 
near Pak. 
border 


UNSC allows Hafiz Saeed banking access 

The decision is in response to a request made by Pakistan, says a notification from 1267 Committee 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

An earthquake of magni¬ 
tude 4.7 struck Bhimber 
near the India-Pakistan 
border at half past noon on 
Thursday. 

While almost in the 
same region, the earth¬ 
quake was significantly 
lower in intensity than the 
6.3 magnitude one on 
Tuesday whose effect was 
apparent in several parts of 
Jammu, Punjab and New 
Delhi. The United States 
Geological Survey said 
Thursday’s quake had its 
epicentre at “4.7-4 km off 
New Mirpur and at a depth 
of 10 km from the surface”. 
There are no reports of tre¬ 
mors yet in India and the 
official seismological moni¬ 
toring services had not as 
of Thursday afternoon 
posted details of the latest 
quake. 

Kartarpur visit 
process to go 
public soon 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Centre would make 
public the process for de¬ 
votees to visit Kartarpur 
Sahib by October 1, accord¬ 
ing to Punjab Minister 
Sukhjinder Singh Randha- 
wa who met a senior Union 
Home Ministry official here 
on Thursday. 

Mr. Randhawa met Braj 
Raj Sharma, Secretary, Bor¬ 
der Management in the Un¬ 
ion Home Ministry, and 
took stock of the ongoing 
work on the Kartarpur Sa¬ 
hib corridor and demand¬ 
ed easing of the process to 
visit Kartarpur Sahib. 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

The United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) 1267 Com¬ 
mittee has allowed Pakistan- 
based UN-designated terro¬ 
rist Hafiz Saeed limited ac¬ 
cess to his otherwise 
sanctioned bank account. 

Saeed is wanted by India 
in connection with the 2008 
Mumbai terror attacks. The 
UNSC decision is in response 
to a request made by Pakis¬ 
tan to which no objections 
were raised, as per a notifica¬ 
tion dated August 15 from 
the 1267 Committee, a UNSC 
committee that designates 
and sanctions terrorist enti¬ 
ties and individuals. 


SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

NEW YORK 

Pakistan and India boycotted 
each other’s statements at a 
meeting of the South Asian 
Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) Fo¬ 
reign Ministers here on 
Thursday. 

Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi said 
he would not attend the 
speech by External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar first, 
announcing at the last mi¬ 
nute that he would not at¬ 
tend the lunch while Mr. 
Jaishankar was speaking. Mr. 
Jaishankar then made his 
statement and left the meet¬ 
ing, minutes before the Pa¬ 
kistani Foreign Minister’s ar¬ 
rival, ensuring that the two 
Ministers were not present in 
the room together at any 
point. 

Mr. Jaishankar did not 



HafizSaeed 


“The Chair has the ho¬ 
nour to refer to his draft let¬ 
ter to the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan communicating the 
Committee’s decision with 
respect to the intention of 


comment on the dramatic 
events at the SAARC meet. 
Later, tweeting about his 
speech, he wrote, “Ours is 
not just a story of missed op¬ 
portunities but also of delib¬ 
erate obstacles...Elimination 
of terrorism is a precondi¬ 
tion not only for fruitful 
cooperation but also for the 
very survival of the region it¬ 
self.” 

As he went in to the meet¬ 
ing, Mr. Qureshi said he 


the Pakistani authorities to 
authorise certain expendi¬ 
tures to the benefit of Hafiz 
Mohammad Saeed, Haji Mu¬ 
hammad Ashraf, and Zafar 
Iqbal, to cover basic expens¬ 
es as specified in the note 
verbale of the Islamic Repu¬ 
blic of Pakistan...,” the notifi¬ 
cation said. 

FATF’s questions 

Pakistan’s decision to apply 
for funds for Hafiz Saeed fol¬ 
lows questions raised by the 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) earlier this year. Pa¬ 
kistan’s letter had requested 
that Saeed be allowed access 
to a total of 1,50,000 Pakista¬ 
ni rupees a month to cover 


could not “sit and talk” with 
“killers of Kashmiris”. 

Mr. Qureshi’s decision was 
put out in a tweet 20 minutes 
after the meeting was due to 
start at a downtown hotel 
near the UN. The tweet, put 
out by Pakistan’s ruling par¬ 
ty the PTI, said Pakistan 
would not engage with India 
unless it “lifted the siege and 
put an end to atrocities in 
[Kashmir]”. The lunch meet 
then proceeded as sche- 


his and his family’s expens¬ 
es. 

The APG (Asia Pacific 
Group) sub-group meeting 
in Beijing in May 2019 had 
asked Pakistan for details of 
how more than 100 UN-sanc¬ 
tioned entities, including 
Saeed, were sustaining 
themselves. 

Providing any of these en¬ 
tities access to funds without 
UNSC approval is a violation 
of Pakistan’s commitments 
and part of the 27-point ac¬ 
tion plan that it is expected 
to be approved on ahead of 
the FATF meet in November 
that will decided on its “grey- 
list” status. 

Saeed, who heads the Ja- 


duled with statements from 
delegations and Ministers 
from other SAARC countries 
including Afghanistan, Ban¬ 
gladesh, Bhutan, the Mal¬ 
dives, Sri Lanka and the cur¬ 
rent SAARC chair Nepal, who 
sat through both statements. 

Pakistan was represented 
by Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
person Mohammad Faisal 
during the External Affairs 
Minister’s speech, and he in¬ 
dicated to Mr. Jaishankar 
that he would officiate in 
place of Mr. Qureshi. 

Ironically, Mr. Faisal had 
told The Hindu just a few mi¬ 
nutes prior to the lunch that 
the SAARC charter did not al¬ 
low for “bilateral issues to 
take centre-stage”. Pakistan 
has been protesting India’s 
decision to boycott the 
SAARC summit due to be 
held in Islamabad since 
2016, until cross-border ter- 


maat Ud Dawa (the political 
arm of terrorist group Lash- 
kar-e-Taiba), has had his fi¬ 
nancial assets frozen and is 
under a travel ban since he 
was designated by the 1267 
Committee in December 
2008 for being associated 
with LeT and Al Qaeda and 
for “participating in the fi¬ 
nancing, planning, facilitat¬ 
ing, preparing or perpetrat¬ 
ing of acts of activities by, in 
conjunction with, under the 
name of, on behalf or in sup¬ 
port of both entities.” The 
notice also says no objec¬ 
tions were raised within the 
stipulated deadline. 

(With inputs from 
New Delhi bureau) 


rorism ends, which has 
meant that the SAARC sum¬ 
mit, which requires all lead¬ 
ers to attend, cannot be held. 
India has engaged all other 
SAARC members at different 
fora. 

After the meeting, Mr. Qu¬ 
reshi said Pakistan had se¬ 
cured the consent of the 
group to organise the SAARC 
summit in Islamabad next 
year. 

“If India thinks it is still a 
member of SAARC, it is most 
welcome to attend,” Mr. Qu¬ 
reshi said, adding that “no 
country” had objected to Pa¬ 
kistan’s proposal. 

The tensions at the SAARC 
Foreign Ministers’ meeting 
have set the stage for speech¬ 
es by Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi and Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, the 
first time the two leaders will 
face-off at the UN. 


High drama at SAARC Ministers’ meeting 

India, Pak. boycott each other’s statements; tensions at meet set stage for speeches by two PMs at UN 



External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar arrives for the SAARC 
Foreign Ministers' Lunch in New York, -suhasini haidar 



Testing the waters: The Scorpene submarine Khanderi to be 
inducted into the Navy on Saturday, -special arrangement 


Daewoo in, SAAB out 
of submarine tender 


4 other companies have shown interest 


DINA KAR PERI 

NEW DELHI 

The Swedish defence major 
SAAB has pulled out of the 
contest to supply the Navy 
with six advanced conven¬ 
tional submarines under 
Project-751. South Korea’s 
Daewoo Shipbuilding & Ma¬ 
rine Engineering has made a 
last-minute entry, official 
sources said. 

The Navy on September 
24 opened the responses 
from the original equipment 
manufacturers to its expres¬ 
sion of interest. SAAB in¬ 
formed the Defence Minis¬ 
try that it could not take 
part in the tender, and Dae¬ 
woo Shipbuilding was given 
the last-minute invite to sub¬ 
mit its bid, a defence source 
said. 

When contacted by The 
Hindu, Ola Rignell, chair¬ 
man and managing director, 
SAAB India, said in an email: 
“It is a decision we have 
made due to the customers’ 
requirements regarding the 
time schedule and the re¬ 
quirements related to the 
Strategic Partnership policy 
with its unbalance between 
our possibilities to have con¬ 


trol and our obligations and 
liabilities.” 

“We believe we have a ve¬ 
ry competitive product that 
would suit the customer 
well,” he said. But, after hav¬ 
ing examined the expres¬ 
sion of interest, the compa¬ 
ny decided “not to enter the 
competition due to the 
above reasons.” 

^45,000-crore deal 

Daewoo Shipbuilding has 
joined four other compa¬ 
nies in the fray: Naval Group 
(France), Navantia (Spain), 
Rosoboronexport (Russia) 
and TKMS (Germany). 

The ^45,000-crore deal 
to build six submarines in 
India under technology 
transfer is being processed 
through the Strategic Part¬ 
nership, under which fo¬ 
reign manufacturers will 
have to tie up with Indian 
private companies to make 
the product locally. The re¬ 
quest for information was is¬ 
sued in mid-2017, but there 
was no progress for want of 
clarity on some aspects of 
the Strategic Partnership. 
The expression of interest 
was issued in June this year. 


^ Department of Fisheries 

I) J Directorate of Fisheries, 3rd Floor, Podium Block, 

W Centre, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Bengaluru - 560 001 
Phone: 080-22864681 Fax:080-22864619. 

E-mail: dof-blr-ka@nic.in Website: www.karnataka.gov.in/fisheries 


No: DF/15/INL/2019 


TENDER NOTIFICATION THROUGH e-PROCUREMENT 


The Department of Fisheries has invited tender under two bid system 
through e-procurement vide this notification for supply of Fresh Water 
Advanced Fish Fingerlings (80-100mm size) of Catla, Rohu, Mrigal, 
Common Carp, Grass Carp and different size of Brackish Water 
Advanced Fish Fingerlings from the registered Fish Seed 
Producers/Rearers for selected tanks in the state. 

Tender forms and documents may be downloaded from 
Govt, of Karnataka e-procurement website www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in 
from 27/09/2019 onwards. 

Last date for uploading tender is 11/10/2019 upto 5.00 pm. 

EMD amount: Rs. 3.0 lakhs and Approx tender value: Rs 2.50 Crores 
For more information contact: 080-23010900/901 

Sd/- 

dipr/ddu/i 323 / 2019-20 Director of Fisheries 



KARNATAKA STATE DRUGS LOGISTICS 
AND WAREHOUSING SOCIETY (R) 

No.1, Dr. Siddaiah Puranik Road, K.H.B. Colony, Magadi Road, Bangalore -79. 
Ph: 91-80-23283218, Fax: 91-80-23281477. E-mail: ad.kdlws@gmail.com 


| No: KDL/TND/SYRUP/03/2019-20 


TENDER NOTIFICATION 


Ref:1. Tender Notification No. KDL/TND/SYRUP/03/2019-20, 
(IND-620) Dtd: 23.09.2019, (2) Tender Notification No. KDL/TND/ 
Suture & Miscellaneous, (IND-621) Dtd: 25.09.2019 
(3) Tender Notification No. KDL/TND/Suture & Miscellaneousl 
/57/2019-20,(IND-622) Dtd: 25.09.2019 

Nation wide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system 
under KTPP Act 1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tender: 

1 . Tender for Supply of Syrup for the year 2018-19. (2) Tender 
for Supply of Suture & Miscellaneous for the year 2018-19. 
(3) Tenderfor Supply of Suture & Miscellaneous forthe year 2018-19. 

The tenderers who have registered under e-Procurement 
department may participate through e-tendering system. 

Details regarding EMD, Terms and Conditions and other 
information are available in the Tender Document, which can be 
downloaded from the website https://eproc.karnataka.qov.in 


from 23.09.2019 and 25.09.2019. The eligible tenderers shall 
submit their e-tenders under e-procurement platform for above 
mentioned tenders. Further information if any may be obtained 
from this office. Sd/- Additional Director, 

DIPR/DDU/R.Q:1310/2019-20_ KSDLWS, Bangalore. 


_ 


Office of the Commissioner and Director of Agricultural Marketing 
Government of Andhra Pradesh, Guntur, Amaravati 
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE 


Dated: 26/09/2019 


E-procurement T.No.SE(AMVAP/GNT/Ed/ 18/2019-20. Dated:26-9-2019 

Online Tender is invited by Superintending Engineer (AM) Guntur, for consultancy 
services to Provide Agricultural Market Intelligence & Intervention Strategies in the 
State of Andhra Pradesh fora Period of Three Years from the date of signing of contract 
during FY-2019-20, FY 2020-21 and FY 2021-22. For more details on the services 
solicited are provided in the Terms of Reference in this Request for Proposal (RFP) 
document. Interested agency/ organizations/ Universities/ Research Institutes/ Policy 
Think Tanks are invited to participate in the bid procurement process and can download 
the RFP from http://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in. Prospective Bidders can submit 
their Proposal as per the attached RFP document: Contact No.9182361172, 
9849398589. Superintending Engineer (AM), 

O/o Commissioner and Director of Agrl.Marketing 
Govt, of A.P, Guntur, Amaravati. 


e - PROCUREMENT NOTICE 


TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED ■ Roads And Bridges Development Corporation of Kerala Ltd. (RBDCK) 

(A Government of Kerala Undertaking) 

y 2 nd Floor, Preethi Building, M.V. Road, Palarivattom,Kochi - 682025. 

Ph: 0484 2338205,2338206, Fax: (91-484)2533294, Website: www.rbdck.com Email: rbdckltd@gmail.com 


E- TENDER NOTICE( Retender) 


TN No. e-Procurement: 01/2019-20/CE/Civil/APTransco/D.No.: 400/19, Dt: 25-09-2019 


Tender Spec. No.: 01/2019-20 of CE/Civil/V.S./Vijayawada. Name of Work : Supply, 
erection and commissioning of 4 Nos Lightening Arresters on the roof of Vidyut 
Soudha Building, APTRANSCO, Gunadala, Vijayawada. Estimated Contract Value 
(ECV) (Approx.) : Rs.11.46 Lakh. Availability of Bid Documents Online : From 
27-09-2019 @ 04.00 PM to 15-10-2019 @ 01.00 PM. Last Date & Time for Receipt 
of Bids: 15-10-2019 @ 03.00 PM. Opening of Price Bid : 15-10-2019 @ 04.00 PM. 
Name and Address of the concerned officer : Chief Engineer/ Civil/ APTRANSCO/ 
Vidyut Soudha/Vijayawada, Ph.No.: 0866-2429243. Further Details can be seen at 
"e" Procurement Market Place @ www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in 
R.O.No. 19/19_Sd/-CHIEF ENGINEER / CIVIL 



3iRsiH encjr 

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF SPEECH AND HEARING - MYSORE 

/ Naimisham Campus, hh*hhi 1 41 / Man asagangothri, / Mysore - 570 006 
qfrr: / Ph: 0821-2502000/2502100, / Web: www.aiishmysore.in 


fTO^T STfSR^FTT / TENDER NOTIFICATION 


Sealed Tenders (Two Bid System) are invited by the Director, AIISH, Mysuru from the 
reputed and registered Contractors / Agencies / Organizations who have experience 
in providing Security arrangements in large Government Organizations / Public Sector 
Undertakings / Autonomous Institutes, etc., for the following work at AIISH, Mysuru. 
Name of the work: “PROVIDING MANPOWER FOR REGULATING MOVEMENT 
OF MEN, MATERIALS, VEHICLES AND PREVENTION OF TRESPASSING”. 
Cost of tender document: Rs. 1,000/- + GST @ 18% (non-refundable) by Cash 
/ DD (add Rs. 100/- for postage). EMD: Rs.1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Only). 
Last date for issue of tender documents: 18.10.2019 up to 5.00 PM. Last date 
for receipt of tenders: 21.10.2019 up to 5.00 P.M. Date & time of opening 
technical bid: 22.10.2019 at 11.00 AM at AIISH. For further details visit our website: 
www.aiishmysore.in 

DsIIMH TRsm / Advt. No. 11/2019 (l) /Sd/- 

f^TTcf) / Dated : 18.09.2019 / Director 



NEPA LIMITED 

(A Government of India Undertaking) 

Nepanagar, Dist. Burhanpur Madhya Pradesh State, India-450221 

GIN: U21 □ 12MP194 7G0IQCHH636 


15# 


GLOBAL NOTICE INVITING BID (RISK & COST) 

Sealed bids, under Single Stage Two Bid System (Techno-commercial & Price) are 
invited from renowned manufactures of Bale Breaker for De-lnking Plant of Nepa 
Limited. Last Date of Bid Submission is 16.10.19,15:00 Hrs. 


Tender No. 
& Date 

Brief Description of 
Goods/Services 

Quantity 
with units 

EM D/BID 
Security 

Tender 

Cost 

NEPA/ 
PROJECT/ 
820/2019-20 
Dated - 
26.09.2019 

Design, Engineering, Manufacture, 
Assembly, Test of Manufacturers Works, 
Supply, Supervision of Erection and / or 
Commissioning and Performance / 
Acceptance Test and On-Site Training of 
Bale Breaker 

One 

INR 

3,50,000/- 
or USD 
5000 

INR 

8750/- 

or 

USD 125 

For More details please visit our website "www.nepamills.co.in/ eprocure.gov.in" 
Nepa reserves its right, at its discretion to modify or to cancel the tender without 
assigning any reasons whatsoever. For further amendments in the tender 
documents required in future (if any), the same shall be hosted on the websites only. 

General Manager (Works & Project) 


Date: 27.09.2019 

On behalf of Roads and Bridges Development Corporation of Kerala Limited, its Managing Director invites 
bids under two bid systems (1. Pre qualification Bid & Technical Bid 2. Price Bid) for the Design and 
Construction of Road Over Bridges as detailed below under KIIFB funding. 


Bid No. 

Name of work 

Approximate Value 
of work( Crores) 

RBDCK/R0B/T154/26/2019 

Design and Construction of 
Maliyekkal ROB in Kollam District. 

20.78 

RBDCK/R0B/T152/27/2019 

Design and Construction of Chirayankeezhu 
ROB in Thiruvanathapuram District. 

18.02 


1) Bid Security 

2) Cost of document 


- Rs. 5 Lakhs 

- Rs. 17,700 


Forfurther details please visit www.etenders.kerala.gov.in 


(Sd/-) 

Managing Director 


Dale: 25/09/2019] 



Directorate of Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme 

S KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION 

Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises, Govt.of India 
Gramodaya, 3, Irla Road, Vile Parle (West), Mumbai - 400056 
Phone: 022-26713686, Email: pmegpestudy.kvic@gov.in 
Government of India. Website: www.kvic.org.in 

Notice for inviting Tender for conducting National level 
evaluation study of Prime Minister's Employment 
Generation Programme (PMEGP) 

Khadi and Village Industries Commisssion (KVIC) 
invite tender from agencies for conducting national level 
evaluation study on Prime Minister's Employment 
Generation Programme (PMEGP) of Ministry of MSME. 

For details visit our website: www.kvic.org.in 
Interested bidders may download the bid/tender 
document by visiting KVIC website. The last date for 
submission offender is 21.10.2019 upto 3.00 P.M. 

Dy.CEO (PMEGP) 


COCHIN SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY (CSEZA) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
KAKKANAD, COCHIN - 37 

WAPCOS Limited invites the following e-tender on behalf of CSEZA. 

1. Fire fighting and Protection system for SDF Building. 

2. SITC of Passenger Lifts for SDF Building. 

3. SITC of Sub-station, DG Sets & Connected works for SDF Building. 

4. Extra Civil works for SDF Building. 

5. SITC of 100 KWP Grid type Solar Power Station. 

For details visit: https://www.mstcecommerce.com/e d rochome/wa pops , 
www.eprocure.aov.in . www.csezauthoritv.in . www.wapcos.aov.in 
Tel No. 0484-2413544, E-Mail:cochincsez@wapcos.co.in 


DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E 

SRINIWASPURI: NEW DELHI: 110065 

Press N.I.T. No. 25 (2019-201 

S. 

N. 

Name of work 

Estimated 

Cost 

Date of release 
of tender in 

E-procurement solution 

Last date/time of receipt 
of tender through 
e-procurement solution 

1 

Construction of RCC road at 
Mehrauli STP 

2019 DJB 180819 1 

49,26,895/- 

24/09/2019 

14/10/2019 upto 3:00 PM 

*Further detail in this regard can be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com 

ISSUED BY P.R.O.(WATER) 

Advt. No. J.S.V. 400/2019-20 EX. ENGINEER(CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E. 



Andaman & Nicobar Administration 

DR. B.R. Ambedkar Institute of Technology, Port Blair 

TENDER NOTICE NO:BRAIT/TEQIP-lll/1-33(15)/2231 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Institute of Technology, Andaman and Nicobar Administration, Port Blair invites e-Tenderfrom 
OEM's/Authorized Distributers / Authorized Dealers/Authorized Channel partners in the form of (2) Two bid 
systems viz. Pre-qualification-cum-Technical Bid and Price Bid for Supply and Testing of 202 Nos. Desktop 
Computers, with comprehensive onsite warranty for three (03) years. The interested eligible bidders may submit 
the bids throuah e-Drocurement Dortal usina url httDs://eDroc.andaman.aov.in as Der the aiven schedule. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Tender Publishing, Document 
download start Date & Time 

27/09/2019 from 1400 hrs. 

Bid Submission Start Date & Time 

27/09/2019 from 1430 hrs. 

Bid Documents to be downloaded from 

httDs://eDroc.andaman.qov.in/ 

Earnest Money Deposit (Bid Security) 

Rs. 3,00,000.00 

Last date of receiving Pre Bid Query 

09/10/2019 at 1500 hrs 

Pre bid Conference 

09/10/2019 at 1500 hrs at DBRAIT, Port Blair 

Last date DBRAIT response to pre Bid Queries 

14/10/2019 

Bid Submission Closing Date & Time 

01/11/2019 up to 1530 hrs. 

Technical Bid Opening Date and Time 

01/11/2019 at 1600 hrs.. 

Financial Bid Opening Date and Time 

Will be Communicated to the technically qualified bidders 
throuah httDs://eDroc.andaman.aov.in/ 

The tenderers, who have not reaistered in e-Drocurement oortal mav visit httDs://eDroc.andaman.aov.in/ for 
obtaining registration details. TEQIP Coordinator 


vll 4k TOW 31PT HSicm, 

HRW tnqiu, 

Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises, 
Government of India. 


DIRECTORATE OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH 
KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION. 

Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises, Govt.of India 
Gramodaya, 3, Irla Road, Vile Parle (West), Mumbai - 400056 
Phone: 022-26714320 Ext. 324/325, Email: ecr.kvic@gov.in 
Website: www.kvic.org.in 



Notice for Inviting E-tender for conducting 
national level evaluation study of 
Khadi and Village Industries Schemes 

Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 
invites e-tenders from agencies for conducting national 
level evaluation study of Khadi and Village Industries 
Schemes. 

For details visit our website:www.kvic.org.in 
Interested bidders may download the bid/tender 
document by visiting the e-procurement 
portal-https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. The last 
date for submission of tender is 19-10-2019 upto 3.00 PM. 

Dy. CEO (Ec.R) 


^TRcT 4-KcbK /GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
3TcTf*8T f^rPT/DEPARTMENT OF SPACE 
TT^T ^/NATIONAL REMOTE SENSING CENTRE 
ellcHMJK , ^ I dicj - 500 037/BALANAGAR, HYDERABAD - 500 037 


3-3rfira# ^ri/e-procurement tender notice 

t^3ir?wft/sf5ir/f-f^T/2019/NRSC/PUR/e-TENDER/2019 f^rra>/Date : 26/09/2019 

The following e-Tenders are released in e-procurement portal of ISRO: 


SL. 

No 

RRqi TRs^TT 
TENDER NUMBER 

f^cRUf 

DESCRIPTION 

krf^T cfvkr 

# fcrf^T ^cf TRTf 

DATE & TIME OF 
TENDER RELEASE 

PiRqi MYCjcflcDXUI 

TENDER 

SUBMISSION 

krf^T 
cfvkr cfr 

MODE OF 
TENDERING 

01. 

/ im/ 2019 
E04772-0101 
tft.€f-347 
NRSC/PUR/2019 
E04772-0101 PT-347 

^ Uteei 

3fff%3Tt TTWTefl ^cj- qj Q,i| H | 
Digital Audio System & 
Podium for Conference 
hall. 

25.09.2019 

16:30 ^ / Hrs 

25.09.2019, 16:31 
skf / hours ^ / To 
25.10.2019, 16:30 
/ hours cRfr 

$ *TFT 
PT-Two 
Part 

02. 

TTT3TNWft/f^T/2018 
E04572-02 4^-348 
NRSC/PUR/2018 
E04572-02 PT-348 

IMH 

PCB Fabrication & 
Assembly 

25.09.2019 

15:30 / Hrs 

25.09.2019, 15:31 
skf / Hrs. Tt/To 
28.10.2019, 15:30 
skf / Hrs. cf 

tf.a- 

^chef <t TFT 

PT-Single 

Part 

03. 

/sM/2019 
E04958-01 Tf.dt-349 
NRSC/PUR/2019 
E04958-01 PT-349 

^-4W-dN 2020 cJTT 

3^ 

Printing of Desktop 
Calenders 2020 

30.09.2019 

14:30 skf / Hrs 

30.09.2019, 14:31 
skT/Hrs. ^/To 
30.10.2019, 14:30 
skt / Hrs. cfcfj 

m 

PT-Two 

Part 

Ttquf Rckui % feR efRT 3TFT 4^ / For comolete details loa on to htto://eorocure.isro.aov.in ‘hi 

HEAD, PURCHASE & STORES 


CM 
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Hong Kong leader faces 
heat at town hall meeting 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong's embattled 
leader endured a barrage of 
criticism at a town hall 
meeting on Thursday night. 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam 
faced more than two hours of 
grilling at a public "dialogue 
session", the first time her 
pro-Beijing administration 
has sat down with its critics 
in 16 consecutive weeks of 
unrest, afp 


Earthquake rocks 
Indonesia, kills 20 

JAKARTA 

A strong earthquake on 
Thursday killed at least 20 
people and damaged a 
bridge, a hospital and other 
buildings on one of 
Indonesia's less populated 
islands. The magnitude 6.5 
quake was centred 33 km 
northeast of Ambon. Parts of 
a building at an Islamic 
university collapsed, ap 

30 killed in landslide 
at Chad gold mine 

N'DJAMENA 

A landslide at an illegal gold 
mine in Chad has killed about 
30 people, a Minister said on 
Thursday. The mine in the 
Tibesti region near the Libyan 
border collapsed early on 
Tuesday and more victims 
might still be buried in the 
rubble. Unsafe methods and a 
lack of oversight mean 
accidents are common at such 
mines, reuters 

Bangladesh to build wall 
around Rohingya camps 

DHAKA 

Bangladesh is set to erect 
barbed-wire fencing, guard 
towers and cameras around 
Rohingya camps, the Home 
Minister said on Thursday 
citing security concerns. 

Dhaka has been growing 
frustrated with the collapse 
of a repatriation attempt to 
encourage them to return 
home to Myanmar, ap 


‘White House sought to conceal 
records of Trump’s Ukraine call’ 

Whistleblower says officials ‘witnessed the President abuse his office for personal gain’ 



Facing questions: Intelligence chief Joseph Maguire testifying before a House panel, -afp 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

The White House moved to 
“lock down” all records of 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s phone call seeking 
Ukraine’s interference in the 
2020 U.S. election, a whistle¬ 
blower’s complaint released 
on Thursday alleges, in the 
latest explosive episode in 
the rapidly unfolding im¬ 
peachment drama. 

The top-secret complaint, 
declassified by the adminis¬ 
tration and released by Con¬ 
gress, caps a stunning week 
of revelations that have put 
Mr. Trump in the sharpest 
political and legal jeopardy 
of his presidency. 

White House officials told 
the whistleblower they had 
likely “witnessed the Presi¬ 
dent abuse his office for per¬ 
sonal gain” in the July call 
with Ukraine leader Volody- 
myr Zelensky, according to 
the document. 

In the days that followed, 
“I learned from multiple U.S. 
officials that senior White 
House officials had inter¬ 
vened to ‘lock down’ all re¬ 
cords of the phone call, es¬ 
pecially the official 
word-for-word transcript of 
the call that was produced,” 
the whistleblower said. 

The anonymous official 


presented the nine-page 
complaint on August 12 to 
the inspector general of the 
intelligence community, a 
Trump appointee who found 
it a credible and “urgent con¬ 
cern” and forwarded it to the 
acting Director of National 
Intelligence (DNI). 

Maguire testimony 

But the DNI, Joseph Maguire, 
at first refused to deliver the 
complaint to Congress, rais¬ 
ing concerns from Demo¬ 
crats that members of Mr. 
Trump’s administration 
were improperly protecting 
the President. 

“This is a cover up,” 
House speaker Nancy Pelosi 
had told reporters. 

On Thursday, Mr. Ma¬ 


guire, testifying before the 
House Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee, said that he believed the 
whistleblower had “acted in 
good faith” and followed the 
law, but he withheld the 
complaint from Congress be¬ 
cause Mr. Trump’s call was 
subject to executive privi¬ 
lege. 

The Democratic-led 
House of Representatives 
has opened an impeach¬ 
ment inquiry to remove the 
President from office for 
abuse of power. 

Trump calls it a joke 

Mr. Trump on Wednesday 
dismissed as a “joke” the 
grounds laid out for the im¬ 
peachment inquiry into him, 
as Democrats stood firm in 


accusing the President of a 
“mafia-style shakedown” of 
his Ukrainian counterpart. 

“They are getting hit hard 
on this witch hunt because 
when they look at the infor¬ 
mation, it’s a joke,” said the 
President, who struck an un¬ 
characteristically subdued 
tone at his first news confe¬ 
rence since the launch of im¬ 
peachment inquiry. 

The call summary - 
which is not a verbatim tran¬ 
script - shows Mr. Trump 
saying that U.S. Attorney 
General Bill Barr and the 
President’s personal lawyer 
Rudy Giuliani would be in 
touch about probing the Uk¬ 
raine-related activities of De¬ 
mocratic presidential candi¬ 
date Joe Biden and his son. 


Johnson loses fresh parliamentary vote 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson suffered yet another 
setback on Thursday after 
MPs rejected his call to brief¬ 
ly suspend their business for 
his party’s conference, high¬ 
lighting the hostility he faces 
in Parliament just weeks be¬ 


fore Brexit. 

In his seventh successive 
defeat in Parliament, MPs 
voted to reject his call for 
three days off next week to 
hold his Conservative party’s 
annual conference. 

Parliament usually holds a 
recess during all the main 
party’s conferences, but the 


vote came as tensions 
among MPs reached boiling 
point over Britain’s EU exit 
next month. 

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday ruled that Mr. John¬ 
son’s decision to suspend 
Parliament for five weeks 
was unlawful. 

MPs reconvened on Wed¬ 


nesday but, in a stormy ses¬ 
sion, Mr. Johnson vowed to 
press ahead with his plan to 
leave the EU, no matter 
what. His inflammatory lan¬ 
guage drew accusations - in¬ 
cluding from his sister Ra¬ 
chel - of stoking divisions in 
a country still split over the 
2016 referendum for Brexit. 


UNP names Sajith Premadasa 
as presidential candidate 

He will face Gotabaya and Dissanayake in the Nov. 16 poll 


MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

United National Party (UNP) 
deputy leader and Cabinet 
Minister Sajith Premadasa 
will run for President, Sri 
Lanka’s ruling party an¬ 
nounced on Thursday, end¬ 
ing weeks of uncertainty and 
apparent infighting over 
candidacy. 

Mr. Premadasa, 52, is the 
son of late President Ranas- 
inghe Premadasa. In the No¬ 
vember 16 election, he will 
face Gotabaya Rajapaksa, a 
former Defence Secretary 
and brother of Leader of Op¬ 
position Mahinda Rajapak¬ 
sa, from the Sri Lanka Podu- 
jana Peramuna, and Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake, who 
leads the leftist Janata Vi- 
mukthi Peramuna (JVP). 

The UNP’s working com¬ 
mittee on Thursday unani¬ 
mously endorsed Mr. Prema¬ 
dasa, nominated by party 
leader and Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe. The 
development follows an in¬ 
ternal struggle among sup¬ 
porters of three contenders 
Mr. Wickremesinghe, 
Speaker Karu Jayasuriya and 
Mr. Premadasa. With the 
party grassroots throwing its 
weight behind Mr. Premada¬ 
sa, he emerged the final 
choice, party sources said, 
adding that he was the “only 
candidate who can beat 
Gota”. 

Contest picks up 

With the UNP naming Mr. 
Premadasa, the contest - 
primarily between him and 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa - is set 
to pick up in the coming 
weeks. All the same, Mr. Dis¬ 
sanayake drew a huge crowd 
to the JVP rally held at Co¬ 
lombo’s sea front Galle Face 
Green mid-August, pointing 
to potentially growing sup¬ 
port for the party. 



Sajith Premadasa 


Sri Lanka follows a prefe¬ 
rential voting system for its 
presidential election, where 
voters can mark up to three 
preferences in candidates. If 
no candidate gets past the 
50% mark as first prefe¬ 
rence, a run-off count will be 
held. 

Pitching himself as a “de¬ 
cisive leader” and “efficient 
administrator”, war-time 
Defence Secretary Mr. Raja¬ 
paksa has been holding reg¬ 
ular pocket meetings with 
his supporters, including 
professionals. National se¬ 
curity and economic deve¬ 
lopment have been recur¬ 
ring themes in his speeches 
that come months after the 
deadly Easter terror attacks. 

Mr. Premadasa, in turn, is 
seeking to build on his rural 
outreach that he began 
through the Housing Minis¬ 
try he currently helms. In 
the rallies he has held in the 
last few weeks, in anticipa¬ 
tion of his candidacy, he has 
promised jobs for the youth 
and an economy that reaps 
benefits for all. 

The Rajapaksas are 
known to appeal to the Sin- 
hala-Buddhist nationalist 
electorate of the island’s 
south, especially after their 
administration ended the 
war in 2009, defeating the 
LTTE militarily. However, 
minority Tamils of the north 
and east, the Muslims, and 
Malayaha Tamils living in Sri 
Lanka’s hill country deci¬ 


sively voted against the Raja¬ 
paksa government in 2015, 
playing a crucial role in pro¬ 
pelling the President Maith- 
ripala Sirisena-PM Wickre¬ 
mesinghe combine to 
power. 

The UNP-led ruling coali¬ 
tion includes partners repre¬ 
senting the Muslim and Ma¬ 
layaha Tamil minorities. 
Though in Opposition, the 
Tamil National Alliance 
(TNA), which represents the 
Tamils of the north and east, 
has been closely engaging 
with the UNP-government 
since the regime change in 
2015, particularly on consti¬ 
tutional reform that has re¬ 
mained its chief demand in 
relation to the Tamil nation¬ 
al question. 

Following the UNP’s an¬ 
nouncement on Thursday, 
TNA Leader R. Sampanthan 
said the alliance was yet to 
make a decision on which 
candidate to support. “The 
party has unanimously cho¬ 
sen its candidate. That is a 
healthy sign. We will give the 
matter deep consideration 
after nominations are filed 
and candidates make known 
their policy positions, par¬ 
ticularly in regard to the na¬ 
tional question. We will take 
a decision after that,” he told 
The Hindu. 

Chandra Schaffter, Gener¬ 
al secretary of the Tamil Pro¬ 
gressive Alliance (TPA) that 
is currently part of the go¬ 
vernment, said the alliance 
would support whoever the 
UNP officially nominated. 
Speaking to The Hindu , he 
said: “But it is also impor¬ 
tant that the party holds to¬ 
gether now," referring to the 
tension within the party. 
“We have certain requests 
and concerns in regard to 
the Malayaha Tamil com¬ 
munity, we will discuss them 
with the candidate,” he said. 


Ex-French President Jacques Chirac is dead 

He championed the cause of a united Europe & stood against the U.S.-led Iraq war 



Statesman's departure: Jacques Chirac in Paris. ■ reuters/file 


Khashoggi’s death happened 
under my watch: crown prince 

He accepts responsibility for the killing of scribe in Istanbul 


JAMES F. CLARITY 
JOHN TAGLIABUE 

Jacques Chirac, who molded 
the legacy of Charles de 
Gaulle into a personal power 
base that made him one of 
the dominant leaders of 
France across three decades 
and a vocal advocate of Eu¬ 
ropean unity, died on Thurs¬ 
day at his home in Paris. He 
was 86. 

Mr. Chirac was elected to 
two consecutive terms as 
President, beginning in 1995, 
having already served as 
Prime Minister under cen¬ 
trist and Socialist presidents. 

At his death, he was most 
remembered for his defiant 
stand against the U.S.-led 
war in Iraq, his ability to pre¬ 
side over a State in which 
power was divided between 
the left and the right - comi¬ 


ty that is hardly imaginable 
today - and his champion¬ 
ing the European Union. 

Chirac’s vision 

His vision, he argued in 
2000, was “not for a United 
States of Europe, but for a 
United Europe of States.” 

Mr. Chirac had also been a 
highly visible Mayor of Paris 


for 18 years, using that office 
as a springboard into nation¬ 
al politics. Only years later 
would his mayoralty emerge 
as the source of a damaged 
reputation: In 2011, he was 
convicted of embezzlement 
and misusing public funds to 
finance his political party 
while running the city. 

Historically, French politi¬ 


cians have seldom been tar¬ 
nished by their financial pec¬ 
cadilloes, and that was the 
case with Mr. Chirac: He re¬ 
ceived a two-year suspended 
sentence, with his legacy lar¬ 
gely intact. 

Pascal Perrineau, a Pro¬ 
fessor of political science at 
the Paris School of Interna¬ 
tional Affairs, a part of 
Sciences Po, said there were 
three main reasons for Chi¬ 
rac’s popularity. One was 
that he was able “to implant 
the idea of a President who is 
an ordinary person: a Presi¬ 
dent who goes jogging, a 
president who rides a Ves¬ 
pa.” 

To his opponents, Mr. Chi¬ 
rac was a political chamele¬ 
on, able to adjust his policies 
according to his reading of 
what voters wanted. ny times 


REUT ERS 

RIYADH 

Saudi Arabia’s crown prince 
said he bears responsibility 
for the killing of journalist Ja¬ 
mal Khashoggi last year by 
Saudi operatives “because it 
happened under my watch,” 
according to a PBS docu¬ 
mentary to be broadcast 
next week. 

It is the first time that Mo¬ 
hammed bin Salman has pu¬ 
blicly indicated personal ac¬ 
countability for the killing 
inside the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul by operatives seen 
as close to him. 

The death sparked a glo¬ 
bal uproar, tarnishing the 
crown prince’s image and 



Mohammed bin Salman, -ap 


imperilling ambitious plans 
to open up cloistered Saudi 
society. He has not since vi¬ 
sited the U.S. or Europe. 

“It happened under my 
watch. I get all the responsi¬ 
bility, because it happened 
under my watch,” he told 


PBS’ Martin Smith, accord¬ 
ing to a preview of a docu¬ 
mentary, The Crown Prince 
of Saudi Arabia, set to air on 
October 1. 

Asked how the killing 
could happen without him 
knowing about it, Mr. Smith 
quotes Prince Mohammed 
as saying: “We have 20 mil¬ 
lion people. We have 3 mil¬ 
lion government staff.” 

When Mr. Smith asked 
whether the killers could 
have taken private govern¬ 
ment jets, the crown prince 
responded: “I have officials, 
Ministers to follow things, 
and they’re responsible. 
They have the authority to 
do that.” 


U.S. imposes 
sanctions on 
Castro, family 

REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

The U.S. on Thursday im¬ 
posed sanctions on Cuban 
Communist Party leader 
Raul Castro, accusing him 
of “gross violations of hu¬ 
man rights” as it sought to 
step up pressure on Hava¬ 
na over its support of Vene¬ 
zuela’s socialist President, 
Nicolas Maduro. 

The sanctions will block 
Mr. Castro and his imme¬ 
diate family from entering 
the U.S., Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said. 

Mr. Pompeo also ac¬ 
cused the Cuban leader of 
overseeing “a system that 
arbitrarily detains thou¬ 
sands of Cubans and cur¬ 
rently holds more than 100 
political prisoners.” 
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■ ACROSS 

1 Censure nation backing help in 
retrospect (8) 

5 Sailor with a large animal (6) 

9 Old boy's leaving one thousand 

to deal with barrier (8) 

10 Attendant to escape with gold 
ornament in the end (6) 

12 Start off at upward slope of 
trail (5) 



13 Be rough in fracas with one 
next door(9) 

14 Had her engaged somewhat to 
follow exactly (6) 

16 Hundred start off to see 
European right fielder in 
baseball (7) 

19 Silent after website's last part 
of altered sentence (7) 

21 A religious education housing 
may be known only to few (6) 

23 Chimney's bottom - replace if 
broken (9) 

25 Stuffing caught inside dish (5) 

26 Proxy generally withheld 
what's vital to one's life (6) 

27 Caretaker of plants angered by 
accident beside river (8) 

28 Strike from French engineer 
going after permit (6) 

29 Solemn payment always 
accommodated (8) 

■ DOWN 

1 Retracted statement, say 

empty and tired (6) 

2 Engineer made trams in capital 

city (9) 



3 Ultimately fear heading off to 

seaside on extremely hot day 
(5) 

4 Support ball initially with a 

long spear (7) 

6 Doctor teaches one at first to 

be artistic (9) 

7 Acceptable to pack plaything 

going north to Japanese city 
(5) 

8 It rarely becomes formal (8) 

11 Element's atomic number -1 
plus a large number before 
100 (4) 

15 Apparatus with potential 
energy men quit assembling 
(9) 

17 Sped past deer approximately 
east with difficulty (9) 

18 Reprimand a fine fellow going 
inside construction 
framework (8) 

20 Weapon returned by master 
for evaluation (4) 

21 Normal to declare on time (7) 

22 Release detailed classified 
information (6) 

24 Sovereign place by old river 
flowing north (5) 

25 Concoct soft toffee (5) 
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FAITH 

When Sita turns Vaidehi 

Soorpanakha is bowled over by Rama’s handsome appea¬ 
rance, and wants to marry Him. She is, however, humiliated 
by Lakshmana and goes wailing to her brother Khara. But 
when asked to narrate what happened, she has only words 
of praise for Rama. She should have abused Him, but in¬ 
stead she says good words about Him. That is a great quality 
of Rama, said Akkarakkani Srinidhi in a discourse. Even 
when those who, strictly speaking, should have been angry 
with Him, end up singing His praise. 

Soorpanakha says that Rama and Lakshmana, sons of 
Dasaratha, are handsome, strong, wise and composed. 
They have the attributes of celestials, says Soorpanakha, ad¬ 
ding that she is unable to tell whether they are gods or not. 
Khara’s 14000-strong force is destroyed single-handedly by 
Rama. While this battle is taking place, Sita takes refuge in a 
cave, and Lakshmana stays guard. When the battle with the 
demons is over and Khara has also been eliminated, Sita 
emerges from the cave. She is very pleased with her hus¬ 
band’s acts of courage, and here Valmiki refers to Her as Vai¬ 
dehi. 

There is a significance to the use of the name Vaidehi 
here. When Rama was banished to the forest, Sita wanted to 
accompany him but Rama had rejected the idea pointing to 
the dangers in the forest.Sita had angrily wondered whether 
Her father, the King of Videha, would have got Her married 
to Rama if he had known Rama would be so lacking in cour¬ 
age. Now that Rama has got rid of 14000 demons all alone, 
Sita is pleased at this proof of His courage. There is no rea¬ 
son for Her father to feel He has chosen the wrong man for 
his daughter. That is why Valmiki now uses the name Vaide¬ 
hi - meaning daughter of the King of Videha - here. 



A ND-NDE 




















































































































THE HINDU DELHI 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2019 


BUSINESS 15 


MARKET WATCH 



26-09-2019 

% CHANGE 

Sensex 

38,990 

1.03 

US Dollar 

70.88 

0.22 

Gold 

38,685 

-1.26 

Brent oil 

61.69 

-0.06 


1 NIFTY 50 1 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

419.15 

.4.35 

Asian Paints. 

1770.95. 

.19.15 

Axis Bank. 

...699.90.. 

.4.95 

Bajaj Auto. 

.2970.30. 

.29.30 

Bajaj Finserv. 

.8464.60.. 

...209.00 

Bajaj Finance. 

.4000.80. 

.69.90 

Bharti Airtel. 

...344.05.. 

.2.40 

BPCL. 

...480.05.. 

.14.85 

Britannia Ind. 

.3092.80. 

.56.80 

Cipla. 

...438.45.. 

.3.85 

Coal India. 

203.30 

.10.70 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

.2774.85. 

. 1.50 

Eicher Motors. 

17911.55. 

...311.45 

GAIL (India). 

137.10 

.0.65 

Grasim Ind. 

...743.80.. 

.19.65 

HCL Tech. 

1045.15 

.-8.70 

HDFC. 

2063.20 

.-6.75 

HDFC Bank. 

.1242.50.. 

.2.80 

Hero MotoCorp. 

.2760.10. 

.55.85 

Hindalco. 

195.95 

.6.05 

Hind Unilever. 

.2034.40.. 

-17.10 

Indiabulls HFL. 

413.75 

-10.15 

ICICI Bank. 

451.95 

.17.75 

Induslnd Bank. 

.1548.00.. 

44.10 

Bharti Infratel. 

.258.55. 

. 1.20 

Infosys. 

782.55 

....-10.10 

Indian OilCorp. 

.... 144.55.. 

.3.85 

ITC. 

...250.40.. 

.2.85 

JSW Steel. 

...235.45.. 

. 1.05 

Kotak Bank. 

1626.85. 

.25.25 

L&T. 

.1489.85.. 

.39.75 

M&M. 

. 566.95. 

.32.25 

Maruti Suzuki. 

.6857.45.. 

...218.95 

NTPC. 

. 116.55. 

.-0.35 

ONGC. 

137.05 

.5.60 

PowerGrid Corp. 

199.25 

.0.50 

Reliance Ind. 

1296.80. 

.17.25 

State Bank. 

281.85 

. 1.60 

Sun Pharma. 

411.95 

.5.20 

Tata Motors. 

.... 124.50.. 

. 1.45 

Tata Steel. 

375.75 

.13.70 

TCS. 

2087.60 

.-0.85 

Tech Mahindra. 

...713.70.. 

.7.80 

Titan. 

1288.30. 

.19.40 

UltraTech Cement... 

4395.60.. 

...117.75 

UPL. 

...583.60.. 

.6.85 

Vedanta . 

.... 166.10 

.9.90 

Wipro. 

237.10 

.-1.70 

YES Bank. 

.51.05 

.-2.65 

Zee Entertainment. 

286.70. 

.13.25 


1 EXCHANGE RATES I] 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 

except yen at 4 p.m. 

on September 26 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

70.68 

.71.00 

Euro. 

...77.28 

77.63 

British Pound. 

87.24 

.87.64 

Japanese Yen (100) 

65.66 

65.96 

Chinese Yuan. 

.9.91 

.9.96 

Swiss Franc. 

71.10 

.71.43 

Singapore Dollar. 

51.18 

.51.41 

Canadian Dollar. 

53.32. 

53.59 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

... 16.84.. 

.16.94 

Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 26 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg). 50.5.(52) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3596 (3614) 


Growth to pick up in second half: FM 

Private sector lenders see strong demand in rural India, says Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 



Clearing the air: Slump in demand for commercial vehicles 
is a cyclical issue, says Nirmala Sitharaman. - pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

India’s economic growth is 
likely to pick up in the Octob- 
er-March period as consum¬ 
er demand is expected to im¬ 
prove, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said on 
Thursday. 

India’s economic growth 
in April-June fell to a six-year 
low of 5%. 

Ms. Sitharaman added 
that the private sector banks 
had assured her that there 
was no liquidity crunch and 
there was strong demand in 
rural areas. 

Addressing the media fol¬ 
lowing a meeting with the 
heads of the private sector 
banks, non-banking financial 
institutions and microfi¬ 
nance institutions, Ms. Sitha¬ 
raman said many private 
banks had also agreed to 


take part in the govern¬ 
ment’s outreach effort to in¬ 
crease credit offtake in rural 
India. 

“After my meeting with 
the private sector bank 


heads, I can say it was like a 
tonic,” Ms. Sitharaman said. 

“Not a single bank said 
that there was a liquidity 
crunch, and they all said that 
demand growth was strong 


in the deep rural areas.” 

“The Finance Minister 
gave us two hours of patient 
hearing, and we all conveyed 
to her that there was no li¬ 
quidity shortage,” said V. Vai- 
dyanathan, MD and CEO, 
IDFC First Bank. “Many said 
that there was strong growth 
in demand, especially at the 
lower end of the spectrum, 
and it was growing in the 
range of 18-25%.” 

The Finance Minister also 
said that the bankers told her 
that they felt the slump in de¬ 
mand for commercial vehi¬ 
cles was a cyclical issue, but 
this was not the case for pas¬ 
senger vehicles. 

“They said that for com¬ 
mercial vehicles, it was a cy¬ 
clical phenomenon and that 
it would be resolved in one 
or two quarters,” Ms. Sitha¬ 
raman said. 


“For passenger vehicles, 
they said it was a matter of 
sentiment,” she added. 

Affordable housing 

According to the Minister, 
some banks had also asked if 
the credit limit for affordable 
housing could be raised to 
?50 lakh from the current 
145 lakh. 

“Lenders flagged the need 
for self-declaration of their 
present address with respect 
to lenders who are already e- 
KYC authenticated to enable 
hassle-free lending and ease 
in the co-origination of loans 
by banks and NBFCs,” a 
source who attended the 
meeting said. 

“The Minister said in¬ 
structions to address the is¬ 
sue would be given by Octob¬ 
er 1,” the source added. 

(With Reuters inputs) 


Axis Bank raises ?12,500 
crore to boost growth 


Call money rates should be close to 
policy rate, says liquidity panel 


‘Largest ever QIP by private issuer’ 


‘Current liquidity management framework must continue’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Private sector lender Axis 
Bank has raised ^12,500 
crore capital through quali¬ 
fied institutional placement 
(QIP) at ^629 per share, the 
proceeds of which will be 
used to fund growth. 

Terming the transaction 
the largest ever QIP by a 
private sector issuer in In¬ 
dia, Axis Bank said it was 
able to raise the funds des¬ 
pite a challenging macro- 
economic and market 
environment. 

“The placement has wit¬ 
nessed strong reception 
from the global and domes¬ 
tic investor community. The 
deal was oversubscribed 
with the aggregate final 
transaction size being 


^12,500 crore,” Axis Bank 
said in a statement. 

The bank said the funds 
were raised to enhance its 
capital adequacy, in accor¬ 
dance with the regulatory 
requirements, for its growth 
strategy and for general cor¬ 
porate purposes. 

The QIP issuance price of 
^629 per share is at a dis¬ 
count of 4.91% to the floor 
price of ^661.50 per equity 
share, determined as per 
the SEBI formula. 

“The reception for the 
QIP is an endorsement of 
Axis Bank and its strong fun¬ 
damentals. We are excited 
about the opportunities that 
would be created through 
this capital raise,” Amitabh 
Chaudhry, MD & CEO, Axis 
Bank said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

An internal working group, 
formed by the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) to review the 
current liquidity manage¬ 
ment framework, has sug¬ 
gested that the framework 
should be guided by the ob¬ 
jective of maintaining the 
target rate - that is, the rate 
in the inter-bank market for 
reserves - close to the policy 
rate. 

The report said the the 
target rate is usually the rate 
at which reserves are bor¬ 
rowed or lent among banks, 
that is, the call money mar¬ 
ket rate in India. 

“Towards this end, the 
framework should enable 
the central bank to be 
equipped with the required 



tools to inject and absorb li¬ 
quidity at either fixed or va¬ 
riable rates, on an overnight 
basis as well as for longer te¬ 
nors,” the report said. 

The report suggested that 
the current liquidity man¬ 
agement framework should 
largely continue in its pre¬ 
sent form - a corridor sys¬ 
tem with the call money rate 


as the target rate. 

Suggesting that the liquid¬ 
ity framework should be 
flexible, the report said 
while the corridor system 
would normally require the 
system liquidity to be in a 
small deficit, if financial con¬ 
ditions warrant a situation of 
liquidity surplus, the frame¬ 
work should be adaptable. 

“The current provision of 
assured liquidity - up to 1% 
of NDTL - is no longer ne¬ 
cessary since the proposed 
liquidity framework would 
entirely meet the system’s li¬ 
quidity needs,” it said. 

In case build-up of a large 
liquidity deficit or surplus is 
expected to persist, it should 
be offset through appro¬ 
priate durable liquidity op¬ 
erations, the report said. 


SEBI hauls up MFs 
over standstill pacts 

Rules bar such agreements, says Tyagi 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Securities and Ex¬ 
change Board of India (SE¬ 
BI) has pulled up mutual 
funds for entering into 
standstill agreements with 
promoters and has clarified 
that regulations do not have 
provisions for such arrange¬ 
ment between corporates 
and asset management com¬ 
panies (AMCs). 

“It is not there in any of 
the regulations. We have 
made our position clear. En¬ 
tities have to follow the reg¬ 
ulations that are there. 
There is no confusion in 
that,” SEBI chairman Ajay 
Tyagi said at a capital mar¬ 
ket conference organised by 
industry body FICCI. 

The SEBI chief was reply¬ 
ing to a specific query on 
how some fund houses were 
entering into such standstill 
agreements. 

Deadline with Essel 

This assumes significance as 
the SEBI statement comes 
only a day after certain fund 
houses extended the dea¬ 
dline of such agreements 
with Essel Group, which had 
earlier got time till Septem¬ 
ber to meet its repayment 
obligations. 

While such standstill 
agreements have come un¬ 
der criticism by a section of 
market participants, they 
have found favour from 
some fund managers who 
feel that they ensure that the 
investments do not turn 
junk. 

“There is only a liquidity 
issue as the company is fun¬ 
damentally strong and has 
assets that can be mone¬ 
tised. Panic sale will only 
put further pressure on the 
stock and hence giving the 
company more time is a 
prudent call,” said the head 
of a domestic fund house 



Ajay Tyagi 


that has an exposure to¬ 
wards Essel Group. 

On a different note, Mr. 
Tyagi said that the regulator 
was examining the order by 
the Securities Appellate Tri¬ 
bunal (SAT) in the Price Wa¬ 
terhouse (PW) matter, whe¬ 
rein the tribunal said that 
the capital markets watch¬ 
dog has no jurisdiction over 
the audit firm and hence 
cannot bar it from the capi¬ 
tal markets. 

Mr. Tyagi also hinted that 
following the acquisition of 
IDBI Bank, Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC) 
will have to dilute its stake in 
the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE). 

“Whatever excess share¬ 
holding they have, they will 
have to divest,” he said, ad¬ 
ding that there was no dea¬ 
dline by which he expects 
the divestment. 

As per SEBI norms, cer¬ 
tain categories of investors, 
including insurance compa¬ 
nies, can hold up to 15% in a 
stock exchange. However, 
post its acquisition of IDBI 
Bank, the insurance behe¬ 
moth will be classified as a 
deemed trading member 
and hence cannot hold 
more than 5%. 

Currently, LIC and IDBI 
Bank collectively hold near¬ 
ly 14% stake in NSE. 


PMC Bank depositors can 
withdraw ?10,000, says RBI 

60% of depositors will be able to withdraw full amount 



RBI says withdrawal limits have been increased in a bid to 
reduce hardship of depositors. ■ arunangsu roy chowdhury 


GSK recalls Ranitidine after + 
cancer causing substance detected 

Precautionary action pending outcome of ongoing tests 


+ Equities gain 
on F&O expiry, 
global cues 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Indian equity benchmarks 
gained 1% each on Thurs¬ 
day amid expiry of the Sep¬ 
tember derivatives con¬ 
tracts and a strong trend in 
the global markets. 

The Sensex gained 
396.22 points or 1.03% to 
close at 38,989.74, as hea¬ 
vyweight constituents - IC¬ 
ICI Bank, ONGC, Coal In¬ 
dia, M&M and Vedanta - all 
gained over 4% each. 

The Nifty settled the day 
at 11,571.20, up 131 points 
or 1.15%, with 41 of its con¬ 
stituents gaining ground. 

Interestingly, foreign 
portfolio investors were 
net buyers at nearly t740 
crore on Thursday, while 
their domestic counter¬ 
parts bought shares worth 
^339 crore. 

The investor sentiment 
received a boost due to the 
strong global trend on ac¬ 
count of U.S. President Do¬ 
nald Trump saying that the 
U.S.-China trade war might 
be resolved sooner than 
expected. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

In a partial relief to the de¬ 
positors of troubled cooper¬ 
ative lender, Punjab and 
Maharashtra Cooperative 
Bank, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has allowed with¬ 
drawal of deposits of 
?10,000 compared with the 
?1,000 mandated earlier. 

With the relaxation, more 
than 60% of the depositors 
of the bank will be able to 
withdraw their entire ac¬ 
count balance, the central 
bank said. 

“...it has been decided to 
allow the depositors to with¬ 
draw a sum not exceeding 
^10,000 (including H,000 
wherever already with¬ 
drawn) of the total ba¬ 
lance...” the RBI said. 

On Tuesday, the banking 
regulator imposed various 
restrictions on the city- 
based cooperative bank to 
‘protect depositors’ 

interest.’ 

“The above relaxation [in¬ 


creasing the deposit with¬ 
drawal limit] has been grant¬ 
ed with a view to reducing 
the hardship of the deposi¬ 
tors. The Reserve Bank is 
closely monitoring the posi¬ 
tion and shall continue to 
take further steps as are ne¬ 
cessary to safeguard the in¬ 
terest of the depositors of 
the bank,” the RBI said. 

On Thursday, the central 
bank said the actions were 


taken in view of ‘major fi¬ 
nancial irregularities.’ 

“The directions were ne¬ 
cessitated on account of ma¬ 
jor financial irregularities, 
failure of internal control 
and systems of the bank and 
wrong/under-reporting of its 
exposures under various off¬ 
site surveillance reports to 
RBI that came to the Reserve 
Bank’s notice recently,” the 
banking regulator said. 


Promoters sell 
1.8% more stake 
in Yes Bank 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Yes Capital (India) Private 
Ltd. (YCPL), which is part 
of the promoter Group of 
Yes Bank, has sold 1.8% 
shareholding in the bank. 

The proceeds will be 
utilised to prepay the en¬ 
tire outstanding non-con¬ 
vertible debentures (NCDs) 
of YCPL subscribed by va¬ 
rious schemes of Franklin 
Templeton Asset Manage¬ 
ment, YCPL said. The NCDs 
are due for maturity in Oc¬ 
tober 2020. 

As at June 30, YCPL had 
3.26% stake in Yes Bank. 
YCPL, in September 2017, 
placed rated, zero coupon 
NCDs worth ^630 crore 
with Franklin Templeton. 

“These funds were util¬ 
ised by YCPL towards 
growth capital for new-age 
start-up ventures,” it said. 

With this stake sale, the 
reduction in total promo¬ 
ter group ownership in Yes 
Bank is now 13.4%, which is 
in full compliance with the 
RBI’s regulatory level of 
15%. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

GlaxoSmithKline Pharma¬ 
ceuticals Ltd. (GSK) on 
Thursday said it had volun¬ 
tarily recalled Ranitidine hy¬ 
drochloride tablets pro¬ 
duced in India following 
alleged detection of genotox- 
ic nitrosamine NDMA by glo¬ 
bal and Indian regulatory 
authorities. It is a global re¬ 
call including in India. 

“GSK has been contacted 
by regulatory authorities re¬ 
garding the detection of ge- 
notoxic nitrosamine NDMA 
in ranitidine products. 
Based on the information re¬ 
ceived and correspondence 
with regulatory authorities, 
GSK made the decision to 
suspend the release, distri¬ 
bution and supply of all dose 
forms of ranitidine hydro¬ 
chloride products to all mar¬ 
kets, including India,” GSK 
said in a statement. 

“The recall is a precau¬ 
tionary action pending the 
outcome of ongoing tests 
and investigations,” it said. 



■ GETTYIMAGES/lSTOCK 

The raw material used in 
the tablets were supplied by 
Saraca Laboratories Ltd. 
Thus, the European Directo¬ 
rate for the Quality of Medi¬ 
cines (EDQM) has suspend¬ 
ed its certificate of suitability 
for ranitidine hydrochloride 
issued to Saraca with imme¬ 
diate effect. 

GSK manufactures Raniti¬ 
dine Hydrochloride IP Ta¬ 
blets 150 mg and 300 mg (Zi- 
netac) using API from Saraca 
and SMS Lifesciences India 
Ltd., for supply to Indian 
market. 


“As a precautionary ac¬ 
tion, GSK has made the deci¬ 
sion to initiate a voluntary 
recall [pharmacy/retail level 
recall] of Zinetac Tablets 150 
mg and 300 mg products 
manufactured in India using 
API sourced from Saraca,” 
GSK said. The product ma¬ 
nufactured using API from 
SMS will not be recalled. Ho¬ 
wever, all such products will 
remain on hold while the 
test results are awaited. 

‘Patient safety’ 

“GSK is continuing with in¬ 
vestigations into the poten¬ 
tial source of the NDMA. 
These investigations include 
continued engagement with 
our API suppliers. Patient sa¬ 
fety remains our utmost 
priority and we are taking 
this issue very seriously,” it 
added. The market for Rani¬ 
tidine anti-acidity product is 
worth U00 crore, including 
?200 crore of GSK. It is 
learnt that other manufac¬ 
turers are still selling the ta¬ 
blets under different brands. 


Indian Oil Corp. in talks with Hindalco to 
source aluminium for EV battery unit 


Economic Offences 
Wing files FIR against 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank 


Refiner eyeing alternative to lithium-ion batteries; plant likely in Chennai 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

Indian Oil Corporation Li¬ 
mited (IOCL) is in talks with 
Hindalco Industries Limited 
to source aluminium for its 
proposed one GW (gigawatt) 
aluminium air battery facili¬ 
ty as the State-owned entity 
looks for an alternative to 
lithium-ion batteries. 

This move is in tune with 
the government’s strategy to 
facilitate the adoption of 
electric vehicles (EVs) in In¬ 
dia to cut the fuel import bill. 

Confirming the develop¬ 
ment, a senior official of Hin¬ 
dalco Industries told The 
Hindu , “They have ap- 




S.S.V. Ramakumar 


proached us. We are in talks 
with them. It’s at an initial 
stage. They are developing it 
in joint venture with an Is¬ 
rael firm.” 



Last year, IOCL had 
signed an initial pact with Is¬ 
rael’s Phinergy Ltd. for deve¬ 
loping ultra lightweight me- 
tal-air batteries that can be 
used in EVs. Aluminium air 
battery is said to be much 
cheaper, lighter and availa¬ 
ble in abundance compared 
with the lithium-ion batter¬ 
ies and ideal for EVs. Be¬ 
sides, aluminium air battery 
for an EV has a long-lasting 
regenerative cathode with a 
very high ‘energy density’ 
that can be stored and pro¬ 
vided for the car. 

The aluminium-air bat¬ 
tery plant is likely to come 
up near Chennai, a hub for 



automobile manufacturing. 

The plant is likely to be set 
up through a special pur¬ 
pose vehicle formed bet¬ 
ween IOCL and Phinergy 
Ltd. Confirming the develop¬ 
ment, Gurmeet Singh, direc¬ 
tor, marketing, IOCL told 
The Hindu, “The potential 
sites for setting up the facili¬ 
ties could be in metros like 
Chennai, which has large car 
manufacturing facilities 
around.” 

When asked for com¬ 
ments, IOCL’s director for 
R&D, S.S.V. Ramakumar said, 
“We cannot talk about our 
commercial strategy, but we 
are in an advanced stage.” 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Private sector lender (LVB) Lakshmi Vi¬ 
las Bank has informed the stock ex¬ 
changes that the Economic Offences 
Wing, New Delhi, had filed an FIR under 
Indian Penal Code, 1860 (complaint for 
offences of cheating, criminal breach of 
trust by banker, criminal misappropria¬ 
tion and criminal conspiracy) against 
the directors of the board of Lakshmi Vi¬ 
las Bank, Connaught Place, New Delhi, 
among others. 

The first information report was regis¬ 
tered based on a complaint filed by Reli- 
gare Finvest Ltd. (RFL) pertaining to ad¬ 
justment of their deposits to the dues of 
RHC Holding Pvt. Ltd. and Ranchem 
Pvt. Ltd., the lender said. 

The bank further said that it was con¬ 
sidering appropriate legal measures to 
counter the same. 




OUT OF SIGHT 

IS OUT OF MIND MARKETING 


#BLMindYourMarketing 


The idea of 'glocal' has become a significant marketing strategy for most 
international companies. Why and how should brands think local? 


In a country like India, culture, traditions and nuances can change every kilometre 
and I think most brands are aware of this. For this, brands need to not only 'adapt 
local' but 'think local', while keeping their DNA intact. I have seen that constant 
community connect enables brands to have tailor-made messaging that works well 
in the region. We have seen how brands are increasingly participating in regional 
festivals, celebrating international days and connecting with their 
audiences through regional influencers. This is a good 
icebreaker and I am certain that we will see more creative 
executions on this front. 


Ranjivjit Singh 

Sr. Vice-President and Chief Marketing Officer, Samsung India 


You can read the full 
interview in 

The Hindu BusinessLine 
today or scan the QR 
Code. 

This article is part of a 
brand initiative by 
The Hindu BusinessLine 
to profile marketing 
professionals from 
across India. 
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‘No financial stress at Eveready’ 

Sale of non-core assets to fetch 030 crore, says the MD of dry cell battery maker 


Essar Shipping gears up to 
comply with sulphur norms 

IMO mandated cutting sulphur content in fuel by Jan. 2020 



Eveready will save 312 crore via sale of the packaged tea 
business, says Amritanshu Khaitan. ■ ashoke chakrabarty 


lighting and small appliance 
businesses, we will save 3:12 
crore through the sale of the 
loss-making, packaged tea 
business,” said Mr. Khaitan. 

Lower turnover 

EIIL saw a 63% dip in its net 
profit in the first quarter of 
this fiscal to 36.9 crore on a 


Liberty General eyes 
11.600 cr. GWP in FY20 

Insurer to end 2019 with 160 branches 


16% fall in its operating in¬ 
come which stood at 3321 
crore during the period. Per¬ 
formance was impacted by 
lower turnover across all seg¬ 
ments and weak consumer 
demand, especially in the ru¬ 
ral sector. Its lighting busi¬ 
ness was impacted by supply 
constraints and tardy go- 


MIRC unveils 
Igo range for 
millennial 


VW unveils Corporate Edition 

Lines up diesel variants of Polo, Ameo, Vento and Tiguan 


IN BRIEF 



IL&FS plea to NCLAT for 
release of ¥145 crore 


NEW DELHI 

Debt-ridden firm IL&FS has 
approached the National 
Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT) seeking the 
release of around 3145 crore 
held by Gujarat Urja Vikas 
Nigam. A two-member 
NCLAT bench, headed by 
Chairperson Justice S. J. 
Mukhopadhaya, has issued 
notice to the Gujarat Urja 
Vikas Nigam over the IL&FS 
plea. NCLAT has directed to 
list the matter for next 
hearing on October 15. pti 

Amazon launches Echo 
devices for U.S., India 

NEW DELHI 

Amazon has unveiled eight 
new Echo devices for the U.S. 
market, three of which will 
be available in India for now. 
Seattle-based Amazon also 
announced new Alexa 
features and smart home 
experiences. For India, 
Amazon has introduced three 
new Echo devices, which 
include the new Echo that 
features an updated fabric 
design and premium sound at 
39,999, the price at which 
the previous generation Echo 
is being sold, pti 

Pawan Hans divestment 
deadline extended again 

MUMBAI 

The government has, for the 
third time in as many as 
months, pushed the deadline 
for submission of expressions 
of interest for Pawan Hans to 
October 10. The earlier 
deadline expired on 
Thursday. The Aviation 
Ministry said the deadline for 
the divestment of Pawan 
Hans had been extended to 
October 10. The government 
holds 51% stake and ONGC 
the balance in the chopper 
services provider, pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA 

Dry cell battery maker Eve¬ 
ready Industries India Ltd. 
(EIIL) is not facing any stress 
at the operational level and 
will monetise non-core as¬ 
sets to get 3300 crore over 
the next few months, said 
MD Amritanshu Khaitan. 

Talking to the media after 
the annual general meeting, 
he said several measures had 
been taken to improve the 
company’s financials. 

These include steps to 
save on costs, sell loss-mak¬ 
ing businesses and monetise 
non-core assets to delever¬ 
age the company. 

EIIL’s debt stood at 3535 
crore as at end June 2019. 

“While annually we will 
save about 320 crore 
through the integration of 
the distribution channels for 


N. AN AND 

CHENNAI 

Private non-life insurer Li¬ 
berty General Insurance 
Ltd. has drawn up plans to 
achieve a more than 33% in¬ 
crease in gross written pre¬ 
mium (GWP) to 3:1,600 crore 
during the current fiscal, 
said a top official. 

“From January 2019 to 
September 2019, we have 
crossed 31,000 crore in 
GWP,” said Roopam Astha- 
na, CEO and whole-time di¬ 
rector, Liberty General 
Insurance. 

“For the financial year, 
we are looking to cross 
about 31,600 crore in GWP 
against 31,200 crore regis¬ 
tered for FY19. The growth 
will come from all seg¬ 
ments. Out of the 31,600 


crore, 70% will come from 
motor insurance, 20% from 
health and 10% from other 
sectors,” he said. 

Mr. Asthana said the in¬ 
surer had a market share of 
0.9% and aims to more than 
double it to above 2% over 
the next two to three years 
by entering tier-II and tier- 
ill cities, opening more 
branches and offering new 
products. 

“We started the year 2019 
with 60 branches and will 
exit [the year] with 160 
branches. The new branch¬ 
es will come outside of me¬ 
tros. Next year, we plan to 
cross 200 branches. The 
growth in general insurance 
business will come from 
smaller towns and that is the 
focus area for us,” he said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

MIRC Electronics Ltd., 
which owns Onida, the 
brand known for its ‘neigh¬ 
bour’s envy, owner’s pride’ 
campaign of the ’80s, has 
come out with a new 
brand, Igo, targeting 
millennials. 

The products under Igo 
will compete with Chinese 
products. Initially, the 
company will roll out a 
range of smart LED TVs, 
which will be launched on 
an e-commerce platform. 

Available in 32-, 40- and 
50-inch formats, the range 
starts from 313,490. “Igo 
has been positioned as a 
brand without any limits 
pushing the boundaries of 
technology and innova¬ 
tion,” the company said. 


vernment orders for fans. 

Batteries and flashlights 
together contributed 62.3% 
of EIIL’s turnover in 2018-19. 

To minority shareholders’ 
queries on reports of EIIL 
selling its battery business, 
he said that nothing will be 
done keeping the ‘minority 
shareholders in the dark.’ 

The statement comes in 
the context of recent reports 
on EIIL’s talks with battery- 
makers to sell the dry cell 
battery business. 

“We were in talks many 
years ago and we have talked 
now,” he told the press, de¬ 
clining to elaborate further. 

He said that the mandato¬ 
ry BIS marking on batteries 
should improve the market 
for Indian dry cell batteries 
which had been impacted by 
imports of cheap batteries 
from China. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Volkswagen has introduced 
a ‘Corporate Edition’ on the 
diesel variants of Polo, 
Ameo, Vento and Tiguan, 
providing benefits to attract 
corporate buyers. The Cor¬ 
porate Edition, applicable 
on select variants, is aimed 
at passing on the benefits re¬ 
ceived from the government 
through reduction in corpo¬ 
rate tax, the company said. 

Through this initiative, 
the company said it was of¬ 
fering competitive prices 
and other benefits to corpo¬ 
rate customers. 

The Volkswagen Corpo¬ 
rate Edition is meant for cor¬ 
porate individuals as well as 
organisations across indus¬ 
tries, which include MSMEs, 
government employees, la¬ 
wyers, architects and char- 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

Essar Shipping Ltd. said it 
was fully prepared to meet 
the International Maritime 
Organization’s (IMO) dea¬ 
dline for reducing sulphur 
content in fuel. 

The IMO had mandated 
that starting January 2020, 
the global cap of sulphur 
content in shipping fuel 
must be reduced to 0.5% 
from the current 3.5%. This 
decision was taken as high 
sulphur emissions caused 
damage to marine environ¬ 
ment, especially in Northern 
European countries, with 
the U.K. suffering the most. 

Essar Shipping said it was 
in the process of adapting to 
the environment-friendly 



Steffen Knapp 


tered accountants. The edi¬ 
tion covers a suite of 
offerings comprising attrac¬ 
tive benefits on purchase, 
servicing of the vehicle, ac¬ 
cessories as well as loyalty 
benefits. 

Steffen Knapp, director, 
Volkswagen passenger cars, 
said: “We would like to pass 
on the benefit to our custom¬ 
ers through our Corporate 


We will invest 
about $6 million in 
four out of our 12 
owned vessels 

RANJIT SINGH 
ED and CEO, Essar Shipping 

measures and implementing 
processes that would reduce 
the harm caused to mari¬ 
time environment. 

“We are undertaking the 
change by installing scrub¬ 
bers in some of our big ves¬ 
sels and simultaneously 
switching over to the use of 
compliant (low sulphur) fuel 
in the rest of our vessels. We 
will make capital invest¬ 
ments of about $6 million in 
four out of our 12 owned ves¬ 
sels, which have been lined 
up for installation of scrub- 


Edition. We are confident 
that this initiative would bol¬ 
ster customer sentiment as it 
is a comprehensive and 
worthwhile package for 
prospective customers in 
search of premium mobili¬ 
ty.” The Corporate Edition 
will be available across 
Volkswagen’s network of 132 
sales and 113 service touch 
points across 102 cities in 
India. 

Piaggio discounts 

Meanwhile, Piaggio India 
has announced discounts on 
its Vespa and Aprilia range of 
two-wheelers. The benefits 
are worth 310,000 on both 
brands. Diego Graffi, CEO 
and MD Piaggio India said, 
“Through this unique festive 
offer, we hope our consum¬ 
ers can celebrate the spirit of 
choice.” 


bers,” said Ranjit Singh, ex¬ 
ecutive director and CEO, 
Essar Shipping Ltd. 

The identified four vessels 
comprise three mini capes 
(bulk carriers) and one very 
large crude carrier (VLCC). 
With scrubbers, these ves¬ 
sels still can use the existing 
fuel till they are exhausted 
completely or till the time 
the company would be com¬ 
fortable to switch over to the 
new recommended fuel. 

The company said that 
the installation of scrubbers 
would be completed by 
April/May 2020, by the time 
the regulations kick in. As 
per IMO, its order must be 
fully complied with within 
three months of the cut off 
date that is January 2020. 

PNB MetLife, 
Religare 
Health tie up 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

PNB MetLife India Insu¬ 
rance Co. Ltd. has tied-up 
with Religare Health Insu¬ 
rance to offer a product 
that would cover health, 
death and illness, said a 
top official. 

“We have tied up with 
Religare Health Insurance, 
wherein we will bundle 
and sell their health insu¬ 
rance policy with our life 
insurance policy,” said Sa- 
meer Bansal, chief distri¬ 
bution officer, PNB MetLife 
India Insurance Co. Ltd. 

“The product will be of¬ 
fered during mid-Decem¬ 
ber. It will be a seamless in¬ 
tegration [exercise] to 
ensure that it comes as a 
single policy to a custom¬ 
er,” Mr. Bansal said. 
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change is the 
greatest catalyst 

Great ideas start with a freshness in thinking. A change from the ordinary. A change 
from the usual. A change that becomes a catalyst. We call them the 
changemakers. They ignite a spark that more often than not ends up lighting up 
the world we live in making it a better place than what it was yesterday. 

Let's once again recognise and applaud these catalysts of change. 
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Do you think you are a changemaker? Or do you know one? ^ BusinessLine 

Submit nominations at www.blchangemakers.com 

Last date for nomination is OCTOBER 15 th , 2019 
For queries write to lchangemakers@thehindu.co.in 
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SHOWCASE 17 


NIHARIKA JAIN 




YouTube recently held a contest called the 
NextUp Women to Watch, where entries were 
invited from women creators across the coun¬ 
try. The contest was aimed at spotlighting and 
supporting women on the channel. 

The creators had to meet certain require¬ 
ments, like a certain subscriber count, to parti¬ 
cipate in the contest. 

Forming a part of the Women to Watch In¬ 
dia Class of 2019, are 12 winners who will at¬ 
tend the five-day creator camp in Delhi, ongo¬ 
ing currently. Through various sessions, 
they’ll learn content strategy, camera work, 
production design and other skills. YouTube 
will also host past winners of the contest to 
share their journeys. They will also win a 
voucher worth Rs. 1,40,000 to invest in pro¬ 
duction equipment, to help grow their chan¬ 
nels. Here are a few women who made it. 


Ramsha Sultan, Delhi, 67K+ 
subscribers 


In 2016, Ramsha Sultan, now 24, started her 
own beauty channel on YouTube. An elec¬ 
tronics communication engineer with a 
masters degree in business administration, 
Ramsha offers advice on skincare, make-up, 
and what she calls “modest fashion” (styl¬ 
ing a burlcha, for instance). 

She started making videos in the fi¬ 
nal year of her engineering college, to 
satisfy her “creative thirst”. “It was a 
real struggle to manage both,” she 
says, but a year later, she started 
receiving numerous queries 
about places to buy “the per¬ 
fect hijaab to be worn 
around the head” from 
her viewers. Sensing a 
“a gap in the market” 
she also also began an 
online store with 
scarves and acces¬ 
sories manufac¬ 
tured in Delhi and 
Kashmir. 

Every year, she 
does a Ramzan talk 
series, where she 
“aims to bring an 
end to Islamopho- 
bia by clearing the 
misconceptions pe¬ 
ople have about the 
religion,” through 
lifestyle content. 

She explains why 
women wear a burk- 
ha, why people fast 
the reason for the Na- 
maaz, amongst oth¬ 
er topics. 


Veronica Awungshi, Delhi, 
89K+ subscribers 


Born in Manipur and brought up in 
Meghalaya, Veronica Awungshi, now 
23, shifted to Delhi in high school 
and later graduated from Sri Venka- 
teswara College, Delhi University. 
She started making fashion videos in 
2016, and sharing them through her 
YouTube channel. 

She later tried her hand at dance 
and lifestyle videos (shopping, tra¬ 
vel, restaurant reviews), which have 
now become a major part of her 
channel. The initial response that 
she received from her community as 
well as her family wasn’t positive. 
“They used to think that I’m just a 
spoilt kid living in Delhi and wasting 
my parents’ money,” she says. 

It was after she won the title of 
Miss Spring 2018 at the Shirui Lily 
festival in North East India, and 
competed for the title of Miss Mani¬ 
pur 2018, that her community be¬ 
came more accepting of her. Awung- 
shi’s family, she says, “are still new 
to the idea of YouTube as a career 
and want me to study further.” Ho¬ 
wever, she enjoys the process of 
creating content and is determined 
to carve out a niche for herself as a 
creator. 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


VLOGGER 

WATCH 

A glimpse into 
the lives of the 
women behind 
the influential 
world of 
YouTube 
videos 


Prerna Srivastava and Parul Kaul, Ghaziabad, 70K+ 
subscribers 



Two students of biotechnology, Prerna Srivastava and Parul Kaul, 
both 21, loved dancing from when they 
were together in school. In college, 
they decided to start their own 
dance channel on YouTube, called 
Unmasked. They currently have 
more than 57 dance videos across 
various dance styles such as Bolly- 
Hop, jazz fusion and 
contemporary. 

While Prerna is a professionally 
trained Indian classical dancer (Kath- 
ak and Bharatnatyam), the Parul has 

trained in certain Western dance forms. Ho¬ 

wever, it was when they posted their first few videos in 2017, that 
they realised that their “dancing quality was not up to the mark.” 
They also got some negative feedback about their fitness, which 
they had to work on. 

Currently, they go to college through the week, choreographing 
and shooting videos over the weekend. “We have promised each 
other to continue with YouTube full time, if our subscriber count 
reaches 100,000 by the time we finish college,” they say. Prerna 
and Parul aim to form their own dance crew and start a dance aca¬ 
demy in the future. 


Shalini Mandal, 
Bhopal, 86K+ 
subscribers 



Shalini Mandal, 24, 
started her channel in 
2016. Beginning with 
beauty related con¬ 
tent, she currently cov¬ 
ers lifestyle, fashion, 
skincare and self-care 
regimens. 

An electronics and 
communication engi¬ 
neer, Mandal got to 
know about YouTube 
in her second year of 
college and was fasci¬ 
nated by the process of 
creating informative 
and realistic content 
for people. However, 
she took up a market¬ 
ing job after college, 
which she later quit to 
become a full time 
creator. “I was a total 
introvert and used to 
think that I was only 
meant for a 9-5 job,” she says. 

It was also her salary from that job which helped her in finance 
the production of her first few videos. Mandal, who believes in 
hard work and consistency, has now collaborated with over 10 
brands, while yearning to motivate people through her content. 
Inspired by creators like Bethany Mota and Shreya Jain, she aims to 
have her own production company and a clothing line in the fu¬ 
ture. 



A nice aroma of fried onions 
and spices tickled my nos¬ 
trils when I was walking 
through the little market 
square in my neighbourhood 
one day. I stopped - as one 
does when embraced by the 
fragrance of food - and 
looked around. I found that 
next to a meat shop (where 
you also get good kababs), a 
small eatery had sprung up. 
The gentleman in charge saw 
my interest and came up to 
me. "What’s cooking," I 
asked him. Biryani, korma 
and nihari, he said - and of¬ 
fered me a spoonful of both 
the gravy dishes. And I was 
left smacking my lips, for it 
tasted quite like the meat dis¬ 
hes that you get in Old Delhi. 

This little eatery is in the 
Vardhman Plaza market in 
Mayur Vihar Phase 2 - the 
untidy arcade that hits you 
when you enter Phase 2 from 
the highway. The shop - 
called Delicious Mughlai 
Food - is at the back of the 
market (Phone numbers: 
8800131231 and 9599413191). 
The cooks, I was told, have 
learnt the trade from bawar- 



A little eatery in Mayur Vihar serves 
chicken korma and nihari that tastes 
of the Old City 


chis in Old Delhi. They on¬ 
ly serve chicken dishes, 
and if and when they 
are in the mood, they 
add chicken ishtu to 
the menu. 

I liked the taste of 
the gravy so much that 
I called some friends 
over. And I asked for 
some nihari and korma, 
and khameeri rotis (^15 
each). The friends who 
were invited were a motley 
crowd - some who love 
meat, some who can’t have 
heavy food and a few vege¬ 
tarians. So our table had 
quite a mix of cuisines, too. 

I must say I enjoyed the lo¬ 
cal korma and nihari. Both 
were rich, but the masalas 


Making irresistable food (Above) The restaurant; nihari 


had been fried well with the 
chicken - the way it should 
be - giving both the dishes a 
nice flavour. The dishes were 
not hot, and the spices were 
just right - not too much, nor 


too little. What 
was also nice was 
the consistency of 
the gravy - the 
korma was thick, 
and the nihari just a 
little thin and 
glutinous. 

My friends who were 
there said they enjoyed the 
food, and the fact that the 
chicken had been cooked 
just right. It wasn’t falling off 
the bone, but wasn’t too che¬ 
wy or hard. My friend Amar, 
who is a good cook (apart 
from a great academic), said 


what he liked about the two 
dishes was that it had the 
predominant fragrance of 
cardamom and clove. What 
also added to the taste was 
the fact the chicken had 
been slow cooked, and possi¬ 
bly fried in some thick, hy¬ 
drogenated oil. 

The food, the eatery own¬ 
er (Ravinder) tells me, is 
cooked in Kala Mahal near 
the Tiraha Bahram Khan 
area in Daryaganj. It is sup¬ 
posed to be open for lunch 
and dinner, but on two occa¬ 
sions, I found that the food 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

had not reached until well af¬ 
ter 1.30 p.m. But it is open till 
late evening - or as long as 
the food lasts -- and is closed 
on Tuesdays. Every dish 
there (barring the roti) costs 
the same - ?125 for half a 
plate, and ?250 for full. 

Visitors who drop by at 
night are now going to be fed 
korma and nihari, Purani 
Dilli style. I must say I am 
happy to find a little corner 
of old Delhi in my own neck 
of the woods. 


The writer is a seasoned food critic 


FOOD SPOT 

The old in 
the new 


PEOPLE 


Freezing material moments 

Works by Lakshmi Srinath in this group show of artists 
from Chennai and Puducherry, are arresting 



If art necessitates space in our Lives, it's because by 
shocking, pleasing, or making us pause, it really comes to 
us with a feeling, perhaps intangible, but ideally concrete. 
This can be a confrontation of sorts, but not merely a 
hostile one. And if there's one great disservice that can be 
done to such pure communication - a far cry from the 
marketing blitzes we are used to in the 21 st Century - then it 
is when curators use big words in complicated, run-on 
sentences. We, the viewers, are lost: all we needed was a 
thought or prompt - even if placed in context of the artist's 
life - with which we enter the work. The rest of the journey 
will anyway be our own. 

Moments and Transformations: Finding Life in Materiality 
is one such a show. The beautiful concept Loses itself in the 
jargon of the concept note. But when stripped down to its 
basics, it highlights the diverse stories of each of its seven 
artists from Chennai and Puducherry, through the tellingly 
different materials they encounter in their daily lives. 

If Padmanaban T. uses Laser-cut paper superimposed 
onto a painted canvas, Gubendhiran. I< draws heavily from 
his roots in a fishing community. He uses bits of a fishing 
net on his canvas - even the fisherman depicted here, when 
you peer closer, is actually millions of painted fish coming 
together to make his human form. 

Standing out in this show is textile designer Lakshmi 
Srinath’s work, which is truly arresting in its use of her 
material context - of her work with fabric, and her 
upbringing in Tamil Nadu. Her pieces show the aftermath of 
events at a temple, each work evoking a silence that's 
heavy with memories of recently concluded activity. There 
are no people, just the things left behind. Extinguished 
Lamps, almost rubbed out l<olam (rangoli, but without 
colour, made with plain rice flour), slightly smeared 
vermillion, withered and forgotten strung-jasmine, and 
Little blocks of stained karpuram (camphor) Lying forgotten. 

If all these elements make up a background of satisfied 
exhaustion post-event, the 'real stars', bringing in her 
material context, are holy garments. In a piece titled 
Poorita (on top) especially, there is a clothesline with four 
garments hung out to dry. "I've used an artificial silk-cotton 
mix cloth, called Chinnalampatti, which is used for deities," 
she says. "You don't find people wearing them. It's used to 
drape over deities only." (Except the white cloth, usually for 
a male deity, which is just rough cotton.) 

A red-and-white wall-like vertical presence evokes the 
colours of a Tamil Nadu temple. She paints the floor a thick, 
oily black - reminiscent of how centuries of oil from 
hanging lamps and millions of feet darken out the floors of 
these ancient places of worship. 

You'll also find fine marking on this thick floor, like that 
of a hopscotch game. In Poorita, it's aadu puli aatam (the 
game of goat and tiger). "Etching of games on these floors 
brings me back to the social aspect of the temple - as a 
place not just of worship, but as one of social gathering 
too," she adds. 


Moments and Transformations: Finding Life in Materiality, till 
October 5th, at Art Alive Gallery ; Panchseel Park 

VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


PREVIEW 


Resting nooks 



Designer Punam Kalra's new collection of poufs are made 
with a blend of fabric and fancy thread, and come in bright 
blues, blacks, and off-whites. The idea with the designs, 
they say, is to maximise comfort while occupying mimum 
space. The poufs come in varieties of one-seater, two- 
seater, and a sofa-cum-pouf. 


At PM, The Centre for Applied Arts A-15, Lajpat Nagar-II, an 
Imcaa.in; upwards of?19,000 

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



Photography 

Lucid, an amalgamation of two series of works by 
photographer Abhishek Basu, is on display. In the 
'Labyrinth', the artist explores the intricacies of 
his mind from a state of being curious, 
hopelessly Lost, and fearful. With 'The Rum 
Diary', his images reflect an evolved mind, 

Looking away from despair to a life of hope. 
venue: Art Explore, Hauz Khas Village 
time: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 



Copycats live 

Farzi Cafe is hosting the Delhi-based band 
Copycats, Live tonight. The band which is made 
up of various session-musicians from the city, 
covers a wide repertoire of songs in English, 
Hindi, and Punjabi. Their genres include classic 
rock, pop, blues, jazz, Indie pop, and Bollywood. 
venue: Farzi Cafe, GF 01-FF 01, Worldmark 3, 
Aerocity, IGI Airport 
TIME: 9:30 p.m. 



Mousse cakes 

Dessert parlour, Zing Gourmet Shop has added a 
variety of mousse cakes to their menu. Sweet 
mousses are made with whipped egg whites, 
whipped cream, flavoured with either chocolate, 
coffee, caramel, or spices. The additions include 
Hazelnut Chocolate Mousse Cake, Red Velvet 
Mousse Cake, Cappuccino Mousse Cake. 
venue: Metropolitan Hotel, Bangla Sahib Road 
time: 12 noon -10 p.m. 



Jazz 

Taantrikz will perform Live at Saints N Sinners 
tonight. The Goan band consists of Tony on the 
drums and vocals, Ulrich on the keyboards, 
Brauleo Soares on the bass, and Pinto on the 
guitars. The band has performed more than 
20,00 gigs, and their music ranges from jazz, 
funk, reggae, country, and rock-n-roll. 
venue: GF-21 Global Foyer, Sector 43, Gurugram 
TIME: 9 p.m. 



Being Gandhi 

Akshara Theatre and HarperCollins India will 
stage Being Gandhi, an English play based on the 
book by Paro Anand. A dramatization of the 
to-be-released novel, this play attempts to talk 
about teenage angst, rebellion, and all-too-soon 
coming of age, with Mahatma Gandhi at the 
epicenter. 

venue: 11-12B, Baba Kharak Singh Marg 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. 
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Beer braised 
pork belly 

INGREDIENTS 

■ 500 gm boneless pork belly 

■ 1 tsp salt 

■ 1/2 tsp pepper 

■ 1/2 tbsp oregano 

■ 4 cloves of garlic 

■ 1 tangerine 

■ 150 gm carrot 

■ 70 gm leeks 

■ 2 bay leaves 

■ 200 ml soy sauce 

■ 300 ml beer 

■ 1.5 litre veg stock 

■ 1 tsp cider vinegar 
METHOD 

■ Rinse the pork belly and pat 
it dry with a paper towel. 
Pan-sear the pork belly, try to 
it make it crisp on both sides. 
In a stock pot, add all the 
ingredients and bring to a 
boil. 

Transfer the pork belly into 
the braising liquid. Cover and 
cook on low for six to seven 
hours. Remove the pork belly 
and let cool. Strain the 
braised liquid and let it reduce 
(add slurry for thickness). 

Cut the pork belly into thick 
strips and immerse in the 
liquid. 

Deepak Punetha, Head Chef, Thirsty City 
127, Mumbai 


MINI RIBEIRO 

Fret not, if you are not heading 
to Munich for the celebrations. 
Sip varieties of beer across India 
and enjoy food cooked with the 
ale. After all, beer can provide 
almost any flavour - floral, nut¬ 
ty, sweet, bitter, coffee, roasted, 
and even honey. 

While in ancient Egypt, Su¬ 
merians believed that cooking 
with beer was a way to serve 
‘healthy food’, the beverage is 
lower in alcohol and lighter in 
flavour, and has spices that can 
complement food. 

Chefs are thus gladly using it 
to add depth of flavour to their 
dishes. Beer makes for a great 
marinade for meat, fish or sea¬ 
food, as it tenderises with ease. 
It doesn’t have as much acidity 
as wine, so one can even mari¬ 
nate foods for a longer time with 
it. 

In roasted or broiled dishes, 
beer is used to baste the foods. 
Many chefs even substitute beer 
for water while cooking, as it 
brings out the richness of meat 
and vegetables. The alcohol 
evaporates while cooking, im¬ 
parting delicate flavours to wow 
the palate. 

Chef Jaydeep Mukherjee, 
brand head. Smoke House Deli, 
elaborates, “Every beer is diffe¬ 
rent. The flavour depends on 
the ingredients used to brew the 
beverage. From light bubbly and 
fruity flavours to dark malty and 
earthy flavours to even spicy, 
everything is possible.” 

While savoury dishes imbibe 
the deep, earthy flavours of beer 
with ease, cakes and desserts, 
benefit from the caramelised 
zest. Just like white and red 
wine, light and dark beers have 
distinct flavours and aromas. 



1 A bite of 

beer 


With Oktoberfest here, wine 
needs to take a backseat, 
and ale is not just for 
guzzling. Here’s how you 




Stouts are preferred while bak¬ 
ing desserts, cakes or breads, 
for lightness and buoyancy. On 
the other hand, when it comes 
to the all-time favourite beer- 
battered fish, calamari or 
prawns, chefs generally spike 
their batter with lager. 

In a twist on bearnaise, white 
wine is replaced with beer for a 
bearnaise sauce that is perfect 
for steak or grilled fish. 

The intensity of the beer must 
match the food. Ales, porters 
and stouts enhance the flavours 
of pork, beef and lamb, as these 
complement the robustness of 
the meats, while lcolsch is apt for 
bratwurst. Stews and cheese- 
based dishes call for nut-brown 


ales. To create waterzooi, a Bel¬ 
gian dish similar to bouilla¬ 
baisse, chefs recommend using 
a wheat beer. 

Balance is key 

The hops used when brewing 
beer makes it bitter by nature. 
However, the malt in beer pro¬ 
vides just enough natural sweet¬ 
ness to balance it. Versatility 
apart, chefs need to use beer 
with care to ensure the perfect 
balance. 

Not only is selecting the right 
beer important, but adding it at 
the right stage in cooking is also 
crucial. Deepak Punetha, head 
chef of Thirsty City 127 in Mum¬ 
bai, reiterates the versatility of 


beer. “Raw beer gives a very rich 
flavour to sauces, leaving be¬ 
hind a mild aroma. The word 
‘bitter’ has a negative connota¬ 
tion most of the time, so people 
forget that it is one of the senses 
you need the most when you 
taste food. Sweet, spicy, salty, 
sour, bitter... you need all this 
for balance. Adding beer at the 
right time and in the right quan¬ 
tity, really makes a balanced 
dish.” 

Just any beer won’t do when 
cooking: quality determines the 
technique. Chef Anand Morwa- 
ni cautions, “The most impor¬ 
tant part is to taste the beer you 
choose to cook with. This is crit¬ 
ical, as characteristics of the 
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brew - aroma, appearance, car- 
bonation level, taste, body and 
where it comes from - will de¬ 
fine the best technique it can be 


used for, or even at what stage 
one needs to use it or which cui¬ 
sine it would complement.” 

Less is more, according to 
Chef Jaydeep. “Beer is brewed to 
be consumed chilled, not 
cooked. Treat it right and it can 
add great flavour to sauces, ma¬ 
rinades, brines and even des¬ 
serts. But work too much with it, 
cook it for prolonged periods or 
over high heat, and it can be¬ 
come very bitter and acrid.” 

So capture the diverse fla¬ 
vours of beer as you rustle up 
dishes like roasted pumpkin 
with ale, lobster mac and cheese 
with lager, porter braised lamb 
shanks, cider and root vegetable 
soup, or even dark chocolate 
stout brownies. 


Beer and Cheddar fondue 

INGREDIENTS _ 

■ 240 ml pilsner style 
beer 

■ 455 gm extra sharp 
Cheddar 

■ 1 tbsp cornflour 

■ 0.5 tsp yeast 

■ 2 tsp dijon mustard 

■ 5 drops 

Worcestershire sauce 

■ A pinch of smoked 
paprika powder 

■ Sea salt to taste 

■ 300 gm Bockwurst 
sausages 

■ 300 gm sourdough 
loaf 

■ 50 ml olive oil 

■ 10 gm chopped 
garlic 

METHOD 

■ Grate the cheddar cheese and mix cornflour and yeast in it. 
Keep in the fridge for an hour. Pour the beer in a heavy 
bottomed sauce pan and bring to a boil on a medium flame. 
Reduce the heat to low and keep it simmering. Add the 
grated cheese to the beer one handful at a time, and whisk in 
a figure eight pattern until completely dissolved, before 
adding more. Stir in the mustard, Worcestershire sauce and 
paprika. Season as per your taste. Serve in a hot fondue pot 
immediately. While the fondue is being made, cut the sour 
dough into thick fingers or cubes. Marinate it with sea salt, a 
light drizzle of olive oil and garlic. Heat a griddle pan or a 
cast iron pan, and char-grill the sour dough bread. Heat 
another griddle pan, drizzle it with some olive oil. When hot, 
place the bockwurst sausages on it. Grill till done. Serve on 
the side with the charred sour dough. 

Chef Jaydeep Mukherjee, brand head, Smoke House Deli 



POOCH CAFE 
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out(9) 

4 Drink to combine 
with alcohol (5) 

5 Structural 
framework of older 
cars (7) 

6 A lot (6) 

11 By all means (9) 

13 Baby hare (7) 

14 Principality in 
the Pyrenees (7) 

15 Relating to 
touch (7) 

16 Human or animal 
manifestation of 
Vishnu (6) 

18 Polish currency 
unit (5) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
September28,2019. 


■ Across 

1 Pet bird (abbr) (6) 

4 Butch (5) 

7 Memorable saying (6) 

8 Grow (6) 

9 Second Greek letter (4) 

10 Game played with 
netted sticks (8) 

12 Astonish (11) 

17 South African horn, 
seen at football matches 
( 8 ) 

19 Quacker? (4) 


20 Excite - activate 
(4,2) 

21 Scandinavian (6) 

22 Short-tempered (5) 

23 Move with a circular 
motion (6) 

■ Down 

1 Dried product of a 
laurel tree, used in 
cooking (3,4) 

2 3-D model representing 
a scene (7) 

3 Unable to be rubbed 


Solution No. 13184 
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Rupa takes over as TNCA president 

Says association has zero tolerance on corruption and would take appropriate action on such issues 


S. DIN AKAR 

CHENNAI 

Breaking the glass ceiling, 
Rupa Gurunath became the 
first woman president of a 
BCCI State Association here 
on Thursday. 

The 45-year-old Rupa, 
whole-time director, India 
Cements, was elected unop¬ 
posed as the president of the 
Tamil Nadu Cricket Associa¬ 
tion (TNCA) and will be in of¬ 
fice for a term of three years. 

The 87th AGM of the 
TNCA was a swift, smooth af¬ 
fair and concluded in just an 
hour. All the candidates of 
the group supporting N. Sri- 
nivasan, the former ICC, 
BCCI and TNCA chief, were 
elected unopposed. 

Srinivasan was present on 
the occasion as his daughter 
Rupa kept her date with his¬ 
tory. The baton was passed. 

Rupa said later, “I am hap¬ 
py to become the first wo¬ 
man president of the Tamil 
Nadu Cricket Association. 
The TNCA has been a profes¬ 
sionally run State association 
which has a long history and 
has been headed by eminent 
personalities.” 

Immediate priorities 

On the tasks ahead, she said, 
“My immediate priorities are 
to finalise the lease agree¬ 
ment [for the M.A. Chidam¬ 
baram Stadium] with the go¬ 
vernment and reopen the 
three stands.” 

About keeping the game 
clean, Rupa observed, “Of 
course, TNCA has zero tole¬ 
rance on corruption and will 
take appropriate action on 
any such issues.” 


A former competitive gol¬ 
fer herself, Rupa said all en¬ 
couragement would be given 
to cricketers. “We shall conti¬ 
nue to provide all the neces¬ 
sary amenities and any other 
requirements for the players 
to perform at their best and 
improve their performances 
in all formats of the game,” 
she noted. 

The new TNCA secretary 
R.S. Ramasaamy said, “I am 
extremely honoured to be 
elected to the post, for the 
first time from the districts. 
It is an office that has been 
held by illustrious members 
of the TNCA in the past and I 
shall strive to emulate the 
standards set by my 
predecessors.” 

He added, “We shall work 
under our new president for 
the betterment of the game 
and all players.” 

CAC formed 

Importantly, former State 
cricketers B. Kalyanasunda- 
ram, T. Karunamoorthy and 
Sumathi Hariharan Iyer were 
appointed to the newly 
formed Cricket Advisory 
Committee that will pick the 
State coaches and the selec¬ 
tors. Their term runs for 
three years. 

Karunamoorthy will give 
up his job as a member of the 
State senior selection com¬ 
mittee. 

Justice K. Kannan, retired 
judge of Punjab and Haryana 
Courts, has been named the 
ombudsman and Justice M. 
Jeyapaul, retired judge Ma¬ 
dras High Court, will be the 
ethics officer. 

And the TNCA will begin a 


new innings under a woman 
captain. 

The general body also nomi¬ 
nated/appointed the following 
unanimously for the season 
2019-2020: 

The TNPL Governing Council: 

K. Shivakumar, Keshav Srira- 
man, P. Ilangovan, nominated 
member of ICA, nominated 
member of CAG, the office¬ 
bearers of the TNCA as ex-offi- 
cio members, CEO. 
Ombudsman: Justice K. Kannan 
(Retd. Judge of Punjab and Ha¬ 
ryana). 

Ethics Officer: Justice M. Jeya- 
paul, (Retd. Judge, Madras 
High Court). 

Auditors: M/s. P.B. Vijayaragha- 
van & Co. 

Cricket Advisory Committee 
for a term of three years 
(2019-20 to 2021-22): B. Ka- 

lyanasundaram, T. Karunamoor¬ 
thy, Sumathi Hariharan Aiyer. 



Reassuring: Rupa Gurunath said the players would be 
provided with all the necessary amenities to perform 
at their best, -special arrangements 


CoA faults TNCAs new constitution 

Asks it to take corrective measures before BCCI AGM 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Committee of 
Administrators (CoA) has 
deemed Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Association 
(TNCA)’s new constitution 
as “non-compliant” on 21 
counts as per Lodha 
Committee’s 
recommendations and 
asked it to take corrective 
measures by October 4 if it 
is to participate in the 
BCCI AGM on October 23. 

It is being speculated 
that the new TNCA 


executive body will elect 
N. Srinivasan as its 
representative at the BCCI 
AGM in Mumbai. 
Srinivasan is 73 years old 
and as per the amended 
BCCI constitution is 
ineligible for any role in 
the Indian cricket set-up. 

The CoA believes that 
TNCA is “mischievously 
misinterpreting” the 
Supreme Court’s order on 
September 20 where it 
stated that 
“disqualification is 
confined to office-bearers 


only”. However, the CoA 
on Thursday wrote to 
TNCA “that various 
amendments have been 
made by TNCA in the 
Amended Constitution on 
a deliberate 

misinterpretation of the 
order dated 20th 
September, 2019.” 

The CoA wrote that 
TNCA has been non- 
compliant on 21 counts, 
namely “articles 5, 6,8, 
10,12,13,14,15,16,19,20, 
21, 22, 25,26,27,28,30, 
32, 33 and 34.” 


Electoral roll to be out on Oct. 10 

Nomination applications can be filed on Oct. 11,12 and 14 


BCCI ELECTIONS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The office of the electoral of¬ 
ficer for the BCCI elections 
has invited member-associa¬ 
tions to apply and nominate 
its representatives to be in¬ 
cluded in the electoral roll 
for the elections to be held 
on Oct. 23. 

The deadline for the appli¬ 
cation to nominate represen¬ 
tatives will close at 3 p.m. on 
Oct. 4. The draft electoral roll 
will be released at 5 p.m. on 
the same date and the final 
list at 5 p.m. on Oct. 10, after 


objections are examined by 
the electoral officer’s office. 

Compliant 

The former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India, N. 
Gopalaswami, who is the 
electoral officer, said that he 
would entertain applications 
and nominations only from 
those member-associations 
or representatives of mem¬ 
bers who have been deter¬ 
mined to be compliant of the 
Supreme Court order of Aug. 
9,2018 read with the order of 
Sept. 20,2019, as determined 
by the Committee of Admi¬ 
nistrators (CoA) and all relat¬ 


ed to the Justice Lodha-auth- 
ored ‘reforms in cricket’ 
report. 

The election schedule an¬ 
nounced on Thursday also 
said that candidates can file 
nomination applications for 
the election from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Oct. 11,12 and 14. Af¬ 
ter examining the validity of 
the candidates and the with¬ 
drawal process, the final list 
of candidates will be an¬ 
nounced at 5 p.m. on Oct. 16. 

The elections will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Oct. 
23 and the results will be de¬ 
clared at 3 p.m. on the same 
day. 


No change in CAB 

Sourav Ganguly and his panel stay on 



Innings continues: Ganguly can continue until June 2020 
when he will complete six years in office. ■ file photo: m. vedhan 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICOLKATA 

The Cricket Association of 
Bengal (CAB) electoral offic¬ 
er, Susanta Ranjan Upad- 
haya, on Thursday declared 
the names of the persons 
who were elected for the 
posts of office-bearers and 
members of the apex coun¬ 
cil uncontested. 

The elections, which were 
scheduled on Sept. 28, have 
been rendered redundant as 
the panel led by current CAB 
president Sourav Ganguly 
was unopposed. The last 
elections of the CAB was 
held in 2015, when former 
president Jagmohan Dalmi- 
ya was elected unopposed. 
Office-bearers: President: Sou¬ 
rav Ganguly; vice-president: 
Naresh Ojha; secretary: Avish- 


ek Dalmiya; joint-secretary: 

Debabrata Das; treasurer: De- 
basish Ganguly; Apex council: 
Ardhendu Kumar Ghosh, Gou- 
tam Goswami, Joydeep Kolay, 


Mintu Das, Numazar Mehta, 
Prabir Chakrabarty, Rajib 
Ghosh, Samrat Bhowmick, San- 
joy Dutta, Subrata Saha and Su¬ 
santa Banerjee. 


+ 



No play on opening day 


Not a pretty sight: Rain rendered the warm-up game a non-starter on Thursday. ■ k.r. deepak 


sa IN INDIA 


V.V. SU BRAHMANYAM 

VIZIANAGARAM 

Heavy rain forced abandon¬ 
ment of the first day’s play 
between South Africa XI and 
Board President’s XI in the 
three-day warm-up game at 
the Dr. PVG Raju Sports 
Complex here on Thursday. 
The venue experienced hea¬ 
vy rains this morning before 


giving a break around 9 a.m. 

However, with the sun not 
coming out and dark clouds 
hovering over, the ground- 
staff were forced to keep the 
covers on right through. 
With another sharp shower 
around 12.30 p.m., any 
hopes of a late start also di¬ 
minished. 

The umpires called off 
play for the day after a final 
inspection at 1 p.m. Even as 


the officials and the players 
were keeping their fingers 
crossed, the couple of 
hundred fans displayed typi¬ 
cal spirit, chanting ‘Rohit, 
Rohit’ when the President’s 
XI captain Rohit Sharma 
came out of the dressing 
room. 

Senior selection panel 
chairman M.S.K. Prasad was 
there to monitor the 
preparations 


The importance of being Deepti 

Her allround performances are finally getting noticed 


SA-WOMEN IN INDIA 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

SURAT 

Just like two nights earlier, 
they came, they cheered and 
enjoyed themselves at the 
Lalbhai Contractor stadium. 
Despite the disappointment 
of the second T20I between 
India and South Africa wo¬ 
men being abandoned due 
to persistent rain, a couple of 
locals were overheard dis¬ 
cussing Deepti Sharma as 
“Sanasanatibharya (sensa¬ 
tional)” the other day. 

For a spinner to leave 
such an impression - that 
too in a T20 game - is rare. 
But with the kind of outing 
the all-rounder had - espe¬ 
cially with her loopy off- 
breaks - in the series-open¬ 
er on Sunday one wasn’t sur¬ 
prised to hear fans being 


■ The second T20I between 
India and South Africa 
women abandoned due to 
persistent rain on Thursday 


spellbound with her match¬ 
winning spell. 

The highlight 

More than her three scalps 
that rattled the Proteas, the 
highlight of her spell that 
read 4-3-8-3 was the number 
in the second column. 

The Agra girl was so tidy 


that she became the first In¬ 
dian cricketer to bowl three 
maiden overs in a T20 game. 

The first runs she conced¬ 
ed were off her 19th ball, in 
the penultimate over of the 
match. 

“Deepti is now an expe¬ 
rienced player. She under¬ 
stands how to bowl when. 


She reads the track pretty 
quickly. Her four overs were 
pretty crucial for us. She 
creating pressure helped 
other bowlers,” skipper Har- 
manpreet Kaur said after 
Tuesday’s win. 

Key factor 

While she was miserly with 
the ball, her 46-run partner¬ 
ship - the highest of the 
match - with Harmanpreet 
also emerged as one of the 
key factors in giving India 
the lead in the five-match 
series. 

Having been in the inter¬ 
national arena for five years, 
Deepti still remains one the 
most under-rated and under¬ 
utilised cricketers in India’s 
dressing room. 

Having also had a decent 
outing in the Kia Super 
League, Deepti seems to 
have staked yet another 
claim with her performance 
in the first T20I. Perhaps by 
the end of the series, she will 
be valued more, on and off 
the field. 



Chilling out: Harleen Deol, Radha Yadav, Deepti Sharma and 
Manshi Joshi relax indoors after a downpour, -vijaysoneji 


Dravid’s Col 
issue: outcome 
awaited 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The outcome of the hearing 
around Rahul Dravid’s Con¬ 
flict of Interest issue will be 
known in a few days. 

The Committee of Admi¬ 
nistrators (CoA) has been 
doing its best to bail out the 
former India captain and 
Head of the National Crick¬ 
et Academy (NCA) Dravid 
from the predicament that 
he is in. Dravid, along with 
sports lawyer Nandan Ka- 
math, appeared before eth¬ 
ics officer Justice (Retd.) 
D.K. Jain here on Thursday. 

It appears his employ¬ 
ment terms with India Ce¬ 
ments is under question. 
Dravid has told a broad¬ 
sheet that he has given 
leave of absence letter from 
the company as advised by 
the BCCI in order to take up 
the NCA position. There al¬ 
so appears the question of 
whether India Cements is 
the owner of the IPL team 
CSK. 


Srihari strikes gold but fails to get A-mark 

Bags bronze in 100m freestyle behind Khade; Sajan wins 200m butterfly 



Dazzling show: Srihari Nataraj won the 100m backstroke 
with a new meet record, -sudhakara jain 


Third loss consigns India to the bottom 

The host will play Philippines in the 7th-place playoff match 



The big leap: India's Shruthi Arvind attempts to score in the 
match against Chinese Taipei, ■k.murali kumar 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

Srihari Nataraj, as promised, 
delivered the gold in the 
men’s 100m backstroke, but 
fell short of the A-mark 
Olympic Qualification Time 
on the third day of the 10th 
Asian Age Group swimming 
championship here on 
Thursday. 

The 55.06 he swam was 
faster than the previous 
meet record by 0.83 seconds 
but was more than a second 
off the time required to se¬ 
cure an Olympic berth 
(53.85). 

Later, he finished a credit¬ 
able third in the 100m frees¬ 
tyle (50.91), a race in which 
Virdhawal Khade secured 
the silver with 50.68. 

‘Third fastest’ 

“Not disappointed,” said Sri¬ 
hari about the backstroke re¬ 
sult. “I expected a faster 
time but there is nothing to 
be disappointed about. This 
is my third fastest time [ev¬ 
er]. I gave my 100 per cent. 
The competition was a lot 
tougher than what I thought. 
I didn’t expect a fellow 55s 
backstroker to be here. So it 



was exciting.” 

Another of the Olympic 
hopefuls, Sajan Prakash, 
clinched the gold in 200m 
butterfly but wouldn’t be ve¬ 
ry pleased with his timing. 
He clocked 2:00.38, which 
0.25 seconds slower than his 
effort at the senior Nationals 
earlier this month, a result 
he had termed “very 
disappointing.” 

Fourth gold for Kushagra 

Kushagra Rawat, mean¬ 
while, continued his gold¬ 
winning spree by finishing 
first in 400m freestyle. The 
teenager has now swept all 



four freestyle races at the 
championship and has an 
opportunity to add a relay 
gold on Friday. 

India won four gold, four 
silver and four bronze me¬ 
dals on Thursday to take its 
tally to 40 (12G, 16S, 12B). 

The results (Indians unless 
specified): Men: Freestyle: 
100m: 1. Khurshidjon Tursunov 
(Uzb) 50.56, 2. Virdhawal 
Khade, 50.68, 3. Srihari Nataraj 
50.91; 400m: 1. Khushagra Ra¬ 
wat 3:55.81, 2. Chang Cheng Li 
Wei (Tpe) 3:56.89, 3. Abbas 
Omar (Syr) 4:01.52; Back- 
stroke: 100m: 1. Srihari Nataraj 
55.06 (NMR; OR: Sudartawa, 
55.89, 2015, 2. Atayev Merdan 



(Trk) 55.28, 3. Lau Shiu Yue 
(Hkg) 57.56; Butterfly: 200m: 
1. Sajan Prakash 2:00.38, 2. 
Wongcharoen Navaphat (Tha) 
2:01.16, 3. Klzie Ayman (Syr) 
2:02.38; 4x100m medley: 1. 
India 3:46.49, 2. Thailand 
3:48.89, Hong Kong 3:53.99. 
Women: Freestyle: 100m: 1. 
Junkrajang Natthanan (Tha) 
57.23; 2. Nguyen Diep Phuong 
Tram (Vie) 57.87, 3. Srisa Ard 
Jenjira (Tha) 58.93; 400m: 1. 
Junkrajang Natthanan (Tha) 
4:23.45, 2. Himathongkom Am- 
miga (Tha) 4:26.97, 3. Shivani 
Kataria 4:27.16; Backstroke: 
100m: 1. Nguyen Diep Phuong 
Tram (Vie) 1:04.89, 2. Maana 
Patel 1:05.08, 3. Boonamphai 
Saovanee (Tha) 1:05.55; But¬ 
terfly: 200m: 1. Kittiya Patara- 
wadee (Tha) 2:19.17, 2. Nimdam 
Kanitta (Tha) 2:25.23, 3. Wong 
Ching Lam Athena (Hkg) 
2:25.23; 4x100m medley: 1. 
Thailand 4:23.23, 2. India 
4:26.69,3. Hong Kong 4:31.19. 
4x100 mixed freestyle: 1. Ja¬ 
pan 3:46.29, 2. Hong Kong 
3:48.48, 3. Thailand 3:50.98. 
Other Indian medallists: Group 
I: Boys: Butterfly: 200m: 2. 
Tanish George (Ind) 2:03.31; 
Group II: Boys: Backstroke: 
200m: 3. Devansh Parmar 
2:12.90; Girls: Breaststroke: 
200m: 3. Apeksha Fernandes 
2:40.38. 



ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

India went down 87-58 to 
Chinese Taipei to finish at 
the bottom of Group ‘A’, in 
the FIBA women’s Asia Cup 
Division-A basketball tourna¬ 
ment here on Thursday. 

India, without a win in its 
three group matches, will 
face Philippines in the 7th- 
place playoff match on Fri¬ 
day. The winner will remain 
in the elite Division-A, while 
the loser will be relegated to 
Division-B in the next 
edition. 

Chinese Taipei pulled 
ahead to a big 28-10 lead by 
the end of the first quarter, 
leaving India with a moun¬ 
tain to climb. The home 
team fared better in the next 
two periods, when the visit¬ 
ing side chose to deploy the 
bench players. 

The fourth quarter wit¬ 
nessed far too many turnov¬ 
ers from India, allowing Chi¬ 
nese Taipei to complete an 
easy victory. 

Narrow win for China 

Earlier, China edged out Aus¬ 



tralia 70-69 to finish on top 
of Group ‘A’. 

The match went down to 
the wire, with China up 68- 


67 with 10 seconds to go. Di¬ 
minutive Australian point 
guard Leilani Mitchell then 
put her side ahead by a 


point, cutting into the lane 
and finishing strong. 

China came roaring back 
through forward Shao Ting, 
who first made space with a 
turntable move before laying 
it in with her left hand. 

With time running out, 
Australia fumbled and gave 
up a turnover on the last 
play. 

Group toppers Japan and 
China have booked semifinal 
berths. 

The results: 

Group 'A': Japan 102 (Nako Mo- 
tohashi 21, Ramu Tokashiki 14, 
Himawari Akaho 13, Maki Taka- 
da 11, Moeko Nagaoka 10) bt 
Korea 61 (Leeseul Kang 12, Ye- 
onhee Kim 12, H. Bae 10); Chi¬ 
nese Taipei 87 (Ting Lin 15, Hsiu 
Cheng 14, Ting Huang 13, En 
Han 12) bt India 58 (Shireen Li- 
maye 13). 

Group *B': China 70 (Siyu Wang 
18, Yueru Li14) bt Australia 69 
(Katie Ebzery 13); New Zealand 
75 (Tessa Boagni 16, Natalie 
Taylor 14) bt Philippines 57 
(Afril Bernardino 12, Gemma 
Miranda 10). 

Standings: Group 'A': 1. Japan 
(6 points), 2. Korea (5), 3. Chi¬ 
nese Taipei (4), 4. India (3). 
Group 'B': 1. China (6), 2. Aus¬ 
tralia (5), 3. New Zealand (4), 4. 
Philippines (3). 
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Raina ready to be back in the hunt 

‘Looking forward to an opportunity with two T20 World Cups coming up’ 



EXCLUSIVE 


S. DIN AKAR 

CHENNAI 

Belief is everything for Su- 
resh Raina. He is the sort of 
character who never says 
never. 

Recovering well from a 
knee surgery, Raina was here 
on Thursday as a guest of ho¬ 
nour at AARUUSH’19, a Na¬ 
tional level techno-manage¬ 
ment fest, conducted by the 
SRM University. 

The 32-year-old Raina la¬ 
ter said in an exclusive chat 
with The Hindu, “Basically 
my left knee was cleaned up. 
I expect to be back playing in 
November.” 

The strokeful southpaw, a 
game-changer, has not given 
up on his India dreams, with 
two T20 World Cups in suc¬ 
cessive years, 2020 and 
2021. Raina can unsettle at¬ 
tacks with explosive hits, 
cheeky shots, and can rotate 
the strike. 

The man with 5,615 ODI 
and 1,605 T20I runs, said 
with conviction, “I can be 
the No. 4 for India. I have 
batted in that slot before and 
delivered. I am looking for¬ 
ward to an opportunity with 
two T20 World Cups coming 
up.” 

At the same time, Raina 
had words of sympathy for 
Rishabh Pant who is going 


Only Dhoni will 
decide when he 
leaves the game 

through a rough phase at No. 
4. “He appears confused, is 
not playing his natural game. 
He is looking for singles, 
blocking, and appears lost.” 

Raina added, “Someone 
needs to talk to him as M.S. 
Dhoni would do to players. 
Cricket is a mental game and 
Pant has to be backed to play 
his attacking brand of crick¬ 
et. Right now he seems to be 
playing under instructions 
and it is not working.” 

The southpaw also em¬ 
pathised with Ambati Rayu- 
du who retired from cricket 


following the disappoint¬ 
ment of not being picked for 
the World Cup and then 
changed his mind to return 
to the game. Raina said, “I 
felt bad for him. He had been 
there and groomed for a role 
for two years. It can be de¬ 
vastating to anybody.” 

Dhoni an asset 

The Uttar Pradesh cricketer 
said Dhoni had a lot more to 
offer to the game. “He is still 
fit, still a terrific wicket-keep¬ 
er and still the greatest fin¬ 
isher in the game. Dhoni will 
be an asset for India in the 
T20 World Cup.” 

Raina felt Dhoni should 
have surfaced earlier in the 


order in that gripping World 
Cup semifinal against New 
Zealand. “Had he come ear¬ 
lier, he could have guided 
Pant and then we still had 
Pandya and Jadeja. Even 
then he kept India in the 
fight till the very end and we 
would have won but for the 
direct hit from Guptill.” 

The smashing southpaw 
said, “Only Dhoni will decide 
when he leaves the game.” 

He said “togetherness and 
team spirit” was CSK’s secret 
of success. “We have many 
match-winners but we play 
as a cohesive unit. And we 
have Dhoni.” 

The wounded Raina is 
ready to be back in the hunt. 


Happy playing for India: Deepak Chahar 

‘I could’ve been where I’m now two seasons ago if not for injury’ 



S. DIPAK RAGAV 

JAIPUR 

Over the last two years, Dee¬ 
pak Chahar’s stock is on the 
rise. He has been a part of 
the Indian team in the last 
two T20I series. Having 
reached the top, the 27-year- 
old is leaving no stone un¬ 
turned in order to sustain his 
place there. 

The Hindu caught up with 
Deepak, playing for Rajas¬ 
than here in the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy. Excerpts: 

How does it feel to be an 
India regular? 

It is a dream come true. I 
have been working hard for 
15 years. If I had made my de¬ 
but immediately after my 
first season of First Class 
cricket, maybe it would not 
have been that special. But 
after struggling for years and 
performing and then play¬ 
ing, makes you happy. 

It has been a long wait after a 
dream debut in Ranji Trophy 
in 2010. How did you handle 
the tough times? 

That was just luck. I could 
swing the ball but to get 40 
wickets in the season, I 
would just say it was a good 
time for me. After that, I 
struggled a lot. I got injuries 
or jaundice once, for three 
straight years just before the 
season started. Then I was in 
that phase where I had 
changed my action to in¬ 
crease my pace and I lost my 


rhythm for a year or two. 

But I had changed my ac¬ 
tion six to seven times since 
childhood, so I knew how 
much time it takes. I was in 
my early 20s, so I knew that 
even if I lost one or two 
years, I would be only 24 
when I play for the country. 
So I took the chance even 
though I struggled to get a 


place even in Rajasthan. 

Talk us about the impact of 
IPL on your career? 

Stephen Fleming selected 
me for Rising Pune Super¬ 
giant as a batting allrounder 
because I scored two fifties in 
practice matches. He saw me 
as someone who can bat and 
swing the new ball for one or 


I have worked hard 
W on my batting and 
have to prove myself 
as a batsman 

two overs. Mahi Bhai had 
told me I would play all the 
matches but while batting in 
a practice match I injured my 
hamstring and missed most 
of that season (2016). Then 
next year Steve Smith be¬ 
came captain; so... I could 
have been where I am now 
two years ago if not for the 
injury. After the 2017 IPL fi¬ 
nal, I asked (M.S. Dhoni) as to 
what I need to do and he said 
just improve your skills and 
you will be picked for Chen¬ 
nai. I was able to do well for 
CSK and the fact that I could 
bowl well in Chennai condi¬ 
tions and on that wicket gave 
me confidence that I could 
do well anywhere. 

Any specific targets for you 
in this competition? 

There is one more month to 
go for me before the T20I se¬ 
ries against Bangladesh (be¬ 
ginning on Nov. 3). I have 
worked hard on my batting 
and have to prove myself as a 
batsman. Because when you 
play for the country or In- 
dia-A, you don’t get a lot of 
chances. So this is the place 
where I can show what I can 
do with the bat. I obviously 
want to win matches with my 
bowling, but scoring some 
runs gives you an edge. 


Rahane wants to don the India blues again 

Missing the World Cup still rankles the Test vice-captain 



Getting in the groove: Ajinkya Rahane goes into the South Africa series on the back of a 
rewarding series in the West Indies, -ap 


Dramatic win takes Dabang to the top 


Overcomes a six-point deficit and fights back to 
score 13 points in the last four minutes 



Slipping away: Naveen scores a point for Dabang. 


G. VIS WANATH 

MUMBAI 

Ajinkya Rahane is in a happy 
space now, especially after a 
very successful Test series in 
the West Indies, where he 
made 271 runs with one cen¬ 
tury and two half-centuries 
for an average a fraction over 
90. 

But, being overlooked for 
the ICC World Cup still hurts. 
At least thrice in the course 
of an interaction, arranged 
by his employer Indian Oil 
here on Thursday, Rahane 
said he enjoys playing ODIs 
and wants to don the India 
blues again. 

Frustrating time 

It was frustrating for the 31- 
year-old Mumbaikar to be 
away from action for more 
than eight months after the 
Test against Australia in Syd¬ 
ney in January, but a two- 
month stint with Hampshire 
helped him prepare for the 
West Indies. 


“When I got to know that I 
was not in the World Cup 
squad, the plan was to look 
to play County cricket. Luck¬ 
ily Hampshire called me and 
I played there for two 


months,” said Rahane. 

Rahane said the aim was 
to get used to red-ball cricket 
in England. “I played seven 
matches in two months and 
it really helped. I focused on 


playing the ball close to the 
body and trusting my abili¬ 
ty,” said Rahane. 

On the possibility of Rohit 
Sharma opening the innings, 
Rahane replied: “You want 


me to answer that question? 
We all know the quality he 
brings. Test cricket is all 
about mindset, whereas ODI 
cricket is all about backing 
yourself. In Tests, if two bow¬ 
lers are bowling good spells, 
you have to come strongly 
out of it. And so if Rohit 
plays, I will be happy.” 

On Rabada 

On South Africa pace bowler 
Kagiso Rabada, Rahane said: 
“He is a quality bowler, wha¬ 
tever may be the wicket. We 
have to respect him, not only 
him but also the other bow¬ 
lers. Left-arm spinner Kesh- 
av Maharaj (left-arm spinner) 
did well with the red ball in 
County cricket.” 

Rahane said focus on indi¬ 
vidual skills were secondary 
as how the team fared was of 
paramount importance. 
And, good use of the know¬ 
ledge of the conditions 
would stand India in good 
stead, he said. 


UTHR A GANESAN 
JAIPUR 

In a game that went level for 
large parts with occasional 
moments of individual bril¬ 
liance and team lapses, Da¬ 
bang Delhi overcame a six- 
point deficit, fought back to 
score 13 points in the last 
four minutes and regained 
the top spot on the leader- 
board with a 43-39 win 
against Patna Pirates on 
Thursday. 

The most crucial moment 
came in the 36th minute. 
With his team six points be¬ 
hind, Vijay went in for a raid, 
came away with five points, 
and sent out four defenders. 
That changed the equation 
and an all-out later, with the 
clock winding down, Da¬ 
bang had managed perhaps 
its most dramatic win of the 
season. 

The result also put a span¬ 


ner in three-time champion 
Patna’s chances of making it 
to the playoffs in the seventh 
season of the Pro Kabaddi 
League despite the heroics 
of its captain Pardeep Nar- 
wal, who crossed quite a few 
personal milestones through 
the game - the first to com¬ 
plete a massive 1100 raid 
points and 50 super raids in 
the competition and 200 


touch points this season. He 
admitted later that he would 
gladly trade them all for a 
win. 

For Dabang, the spotlight 
remained on Naveen Kumar 
and his raids. 

The result: Dabang Delhi 43 
(Vijay 13, Naveen Kumar 11, 
Chandran Ranjit 8) bt Patna Pi¬ 
rates 39 (Pardeep Narwal 19, 
Jang Kun Lee 7). 


Greg Chappell 
retires as 
Aussie selector 



Chappell. "GETTY IMAGES 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SYDNEY 

Australia is on the hunt for 
a new national selector af¬ 
ter Greg Chappell an¬ 
nounced his retirement 
from the game on 
Thursday. 

The former Australian 
skipper, who played 87 
Tests and 74 ODIs, had 
been Cricket Australia’s na¬ 
tional talent manager for 
the past nine years as well 
as a selector. 

Former Test wicket¬ 
keeper Graham Manou will 
take over an expanded role 
of national talent and path¬ 
way manager, with a re¬ 
placement selector to be 
named at a later date. 

The current panel con¬ 
sists of Chappell, chairman 
Trevor Hohns and coach 
Justin Langer. 

Cricket Australia chief 
Kevin Roberts said: “Greg 
has had a profound and 
positive impact on cricket 
for generations,” he said. 



Ramkumar and Behar move into the quarterfinals 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

ORLEANS 

Ramkumar Ramanathan and 
Ariel Behar of Uruguay made 
the doubles quarterfinals 
with a 3-6, 6-3,12-10 victory 
over Maxime Janiver and Ste- 
phane Robert of France in 
the €137,560 Challenger ten¬ 
nis tournament here. 

In the ITF women’s event 
in Tabarka, Tunisia, national 


junior champion Humera 
Shaik overcame 11 double¬ 
faults to beat compatriot Jen¬ 
nifer Luikham 6-4, 4-6,7-5 in 
the first round. 

Ashmitha advances 

In a similar tournament in 
South Africa, Ashmitha Eas- 
waramurthi made the quar¬ 
terfinals, while Zeel Desai 
bowed out after winning the 
first set love against Kristin 
Younes of Israel. 

The results: €137,560 Challen¬ 


ger, Orleans, France: First 
round: Ariel Behar (Uru) & Ram¬ 
kumar Ramanathan bt Maxime 
Janvier & Stephane Robert (Fra) 
3-6, 6-3, [12-10]; Ruben Bemel- 
mans (Bel) & Nenad Zimonjic 
(Srb) bt Rameez Junaid (Aus) & 
Purav Raja 4-6, 7-6(4), [10-6]. 
$15,000 ITF men, Nanchang, 
China: Second round: Taisei 
Ichikawa (Jpn) bt Nitin Kumar 
Sinha 6-2, 5-3 (retired); Takashi 
Saito (Jpn) bt Anirudh Chandra- 
sekar 5-7, 6-0, 6-0. 

Doubles: Quarterfinals: Ani¬ 
rudh Chandrasekar & Vijay Sun- 


dar Prashanth bt Cheng Han & 
Changli Zhang (Chn) 6-1, 6-3; 
Chukang Wang & Zihao Xia 
(Chn) bt Vasisht Cheruku & PC 
Vignesh 3-6, 6-4, [10-5]. 
$15,000 ITF: Cairo: Second 
round: Men: Daniel Michalski 
(Pol) bt Dhruv Sunish 6-1, 6-1. 
Women: Sathwika Sama bt 
Tamara Milosevic (Srb) 6-3, 
6 - 0 . 

$15,000 ITF men, Antalya: 
First round: Paul Woerner (Ger) 
bt Adil Kalyanpur 2-6, 7-5, 6-1. 
$15,000 ITF women, Anning: 
Second round: Meiqi Guo (Chn) 


bt Sowjanya Bavisetti 6-1, 6-0. 

$15,000 ITF women, Johan¬ 
nesburg: Second round: Kristin 
Younes (Isr) bt Zeel Desai 0-6, 
6-1, 6-3; Ashmitha Easwara- 
murthi bt Mikayla Faure (RSA) 
6-3, 6-0. 

Doubles: Quarterfinals: Maria 
Vittoria Viviani (Ita) & Zeel De¬ 
sai bt Demi Tran (Ned) & Ash¬ 
mitha Easwaramurthi 7-5, 6-0. 

$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka, 
Tunisia: Second round: Humera 
Shaik bt Jennifer Luikham 6-4, 
4-6, 7-5. 


Maana — fighting the good fight 


Phelps’ words of advice early this year acted like a booster dose 


Backing herself: Maana Patel, who won the 100m backstroke 
silver on Thursday, believes she will soon be back at her 

best. "SUDHAKARA JAIN 


SWIMMING 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

Maana Patel is happy to be 
back to her chirpy self. After 
an 18-month injury lay-off 
between 2016 and 2018, fol¬ 
lowing a tear in her left 
shoulder, she is inching to¬ 
wards her best. 

The evidence was in the 
pool on the opening day of 
the Asian Age Group swim¬ 
ming championship when 
she claimed the gold in the 
50m backstroke. 

Looking ahead 

“I got a 29 [29.92s] after 
three years. So I am really 
happy,” the 19-year-old said 
with a grin. “I am gradually 
back to believing in myself 
and in the next few months, I 


will be up there and clocking 
personal bests.” 

But the days she sat out 
because of the injury were 
“like hell,” she said. 

Ever since Maana broke all 
three senior backstroke re¬ 
cords (50m, 100m and 
200m) at a tender age of 13 
back in 2013, the burden of 
expectations has been im¬ 
mense. She then dreamt 
about Rio 2016 only for 
things to take an abrupt turn. 

“I just wanted to quit 
swimming. I thought I'd nev¬ 
er comeback and I was find¬ 
ing it hard to believe in my¬ 
self. I had insomnia and lost 
a lot of weight. 

“I was depressed. Then 
surgeons told me I couldn't 
support a surgery because I 
didn't have big muscles. So I 
was asked to do physiothera¬ 
py instead. The rehab 


stretched to one-and-a-half 
years. 

“The whole recovery pro¬ 
cess slowed down because I 
had stopped believing in my¬ 
self. But my mother really 
helped me. She kept saying 
‘if you come out of this suc¬ 
cessfully, it will help over¬ 



come other life challenges.’ I 
am glad I didn't stop.” 

Things, she said, started 
looking up at the senior Na¬ 
tionals in Thiruvananthapu- 
ram in 2018, where she 
swept all three backstroke 
events. A few words of motiv¬ 
ation by none other than Mi¬ 


chael Phelps early this year 
acted like a booster dose. 

“He told me that ‘if you 
have been out of the water 
for 18 months, then it will 
take 36 months to get back to 
the same level again.’ That 
sort of eased things a bit,” 
she said. 

Self-belief 

To be sure, Maana is still 
some way off. Her timing of 
1:05.08 in the 100m back- 
stroke on Thursday that 
fetched her a silver is a good 
three seconds behind even 
the B-marlc for Olympic qual¬ 
ification. But she is confident 
of improving. 

“I need to be patient. I 
basically tell myself that I 
have faced challenges before 
and I can do it again. There is 
nothing new. Just the water 
and me.” 



I don’t stand for what 
society has become 

Takes inspiration from Kaepernick 
to stand up to racism 


BASKETBALL 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

When National Football 
League (NFL) player Colin 
Kaepernick protested racial 
discrimination in the United 
States of America by kneel¬ 
ing during the pre-game na¬ 
tional anthem, it got Kelli 
Hayes thinking. 

Hayes, at the time a part 
of top American college bas¬ 
ketball team UCLA Bruins, 
wanted to join the move¬ 
ment. As a person of mixed 
race - half-Black, half-Filipi¬ 
no - she had faced racism 
too. 

So her UCLA teammates 
decided to support Hayes’s 
view by linking hands during 
the national anthem. “The 
U.S. national anthem does 
not really exemplify what 
the people of America have 
become today. There is lot of 
racial disparity, and a lot of 
injustices. Linking arms, in 
lieu of putting our hands 
across our heart, is to show 
that I don’t stand for what 
the government and what 
the society has become,” 
Hayes said here. 

There were some who in¬ 
terpreted the team’s stand as 
a slight to nationalistic pride. 
“There was some backlash, 
but when you do something 
respectfully to shine light on 




Kelli Hayes, -k. murali kumar 


powerful issues, you can ex¬ 
pect people to appreciate 
that,” she said. 

After completing her 
UCLA stint, Hayes made 
another bold move, choos¬ 
ing to represent the Philip¬ 
pines national team instead 
of plying her trade in the 
USA. “Representing the USA 
- my country of birth - 
would have been great. But 
I’m happy to represent 
another country that is also a 
big part of me,” Hayes, a dual 
citizen, said. 

The Philippines side, ho¬ 
wever, has had a tough time 
in this tournament, losing all 
three of its group matches. 
“We have worked hard, but 
the results have not gone our 
way. The goal now is avoid 
relegation and stay in Divi- 
sion-A,” the 23-year-old said. 
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TV PICKS 


Badminton: Korea Open, 
Star Sports 2 (SD& HD), 9.30 
a.m. 

Pakistan vs Sri Lanka: 1st 

ODI, Sony Six (SD&HD),3.30 
p.m. 

IAAF World Champion¬ 
ships: Star Sports 3 & Star 
Sports Select 2 (SD & HD), 7 
p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 



Barcelona confirms 
Messi's injury 

BARCELONA 

Spanish dub FC Barcelona on 
Wednesday confirmed that 
Argentine striker Lionel Messi 
elongated his left adductor in 
the match against Villarreal. 
Messi will be sidelined for 
upcoming matches, but 
Barcelona has not mentioned 
a timeline for his recovery, ani 

Real Madrid goes 
top of La Liga 

BARCELONA 

Real Madrid's teenage 
Brazilian duo Vinicius Junior 
and Rodrygo Goes sent it top 
of La Liga as both scored in a 
2-0 win over Osasuna on 
Wednesday. 

Real Madrid climbed to the 
top of the standings with 14 
points from six games. 

The results: La Liga: Real 
Mallorca 0 lost to Atletico 
Madrid 2 (Costa 26, Felix 64); 
Leganes 1 (Rodriguez 61) 
drew with Athletic Bilbao 1 
(Raul Garcia 59-pen); Valencia 
3 (Gomez 30, 34, Lee 39) 
drew with Getafe 3 (Mata 1, 
Jason 66, Rodriguez Diaz 69); 
Real Madrid 2 (Vinicius 36, 
Rodrygo 72) bt Osasuna 0. 
Serie A: Roma 0 lost to 
Atalanta 2 (Zapata 71, de 
Roon 90); Fiorentina 2 
(Pezzella 31, Chiesa 57) bt 
Sampdoria 1 (Bonazzoli 79); 
Genoa 0 drew with Bologna 
0; Inter Milan 1 (D'Ambrosio 
23) bt Lazio 0; Napoli 0 lost 
to Cagliari 1 (Castro 87); 

Parma 1 (Bourabia 90+5-og) 
bt Sassuolo 0; SPAL1 (Di 
Francesco 17) lost to Lecce 3 
(Mancosu 11-pen, 73-pen, 
Calderoni 47). reuters 


Mayank, Sanchit star for 
Swami Shradhananc! 

NEW DELHI 

An all-round display by 
Mayank Rawat (81 and two 
for 22) and fine knock by 
Sanchit Sabharwal (53 n.o.) 
helped Swami Shradhanand 
College beat Venkateshwara 
College by 99 runs and win 
the Dweepinder Singh Bola 
memorial inter-college cricket 
tournament at the Hindu 
College ground. Sanchit 
Sabarwal was named best 
batsman, Ayush Badoni best 
bowler and Mayank Rawat 
man of the tournament. 

The scores: Swami 
Shradhanand College 204 for 
eight in 30 overs (Mayank 
Rawat 81, Sanchit Sabharwal 
53 not out) beat 
Venkateshwara College 105 in 
23.4 overs (Jatin Saini three 
for five). 

Harshita 
enters final 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

CHANDIGARH 

Qualifier Harshita Bangera 
pipped top seed Sanvi Ah- 
luwalia at the post with a 7- 
6(7), 4-6, 7-5 victory in the 
girls’ semifinals of the AITA 
Super series under-18 ten¬ 
nis tournament at the CLTA 
Complex on Thursday. 

In the final, Harshita will 
play Kavya Khirwar who 
beat second seed Harleen 
Kaur in straight sets. 

Sanvi and Harleen com¬ 
bined to win the doubles 
title, as they beat Kavya 
KHirwar and Hannah Nag- 
pal 10-8 in the super tie- 
break of the final. 

The results: 

Under-18 boys (semifinals): 

Krishan Hooda bt Shashikant 
Rajput 7-6(6), 6-2; Maitreya 
Rana bt Ajay Singh 3-6, 6-3, 
6-1. Doubles (final): Aditya 
Baida & Shashikant Rajput bt 
Krishan Hooda & Bhupender 
Dahiya 3-6, 6-2, [10-7]. 
Under-18 girls (semifinlals): 
Harshita Bangera bt Sanvi Ah- 
luwalia 7-6(7), 4-6, 7-5; Ka¬ 
vya Khirwar bt harleen Kaur 
6-3, 6-2. 

Doubles (final): Harleen Kaur 
& Sanvi Ahluwalia bt Kavya 
Khirwar & Hannah Nagpal 
6-0, 4-6, [10-8]. 



Desperately seeking a new superstar 

Will World Championships throw up heir to Bolt’s throne? 



Next big thing? American Noah Lyles has caught the eye with his recent performances. ■ ap 


Mandeep, Akashdeep 
star in India’s win 


HOCKEY 


IAAF Warltf AtNvtkm Chimp fonrhipr 



AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

The first World Athletics 
Championships of the post- 
Usain Bolt era gets underway 
here on Friday with the sport 
desperately seeking a new 
superstar as it tackles a slew 
of ongoing doping 
controversies. 

More than 2,000 athletes 
from over 200 countries and 
territories will take part 
across 10 days of competi¬ 
tion at Doha’s Khalifa Inter¬ 
national stadium, where or¬ 
ganisers say a state-of-the-art 
air-conditioning system will 
shield competitors from fe¬ 
rocious heat and humidity. 

The championships are 
seen as a key staging post for 
Qatar as the Gulf state pre¬ 
pares for the vastly greater 
challenge of hosting foot¬ 
ball’s World Cup in 2022. 

As ever, all eyes will be on 


the sprints, where the retire¬ 
ment of Jamaican superstar 
Bolt in 2017 has left a gaping 
chasm where an icon once 
stood. 

Lyles in the limelight 

The likeliest successor to 
Bolt’s throne appears to be 


US star Noah Lyles, the Dia¬ 
mond League champion and 
overwhelming favourite for 
gold in the 200 metres. 

Lyles, 22, is expected to 
target a 100m-200m double 
in Tokyo next year but is on¬ 
ly entered in the longer 
event in Doha. 


That leaves the way clear 
in the 100m for rival Chris¬ 
tian Coleman, who is chasing 
his first major outdoor cham¬ 
pionship title. 

But the 23-year-old is 
struggling to shake off scep¬ 
tics after he avoided a drug 
ban earlier this month. 


Indians in action today 

■ M. Sreeshankar, men s long 
jump, qualification round, 7 
p.m. (1ST) 

■ M.P. Jabir & A. Dharun, 

men's 400m hurdles, heats, 
11.05 p.m. (1ST) 


The 27-member Indian 
squad will compete in a new 
team uniform. The Athletics 
Federation of India (AFI) 
launched the new kit on 
Thursday. 

AFI president Adille Su- 
mariwalla said the kit would 
be worn by the National ath¬ 
letics team at all internation¬ 
al events, except the Olym¬ 
pics, Commonwealth Games 
and Asian Games. 

Global impact 

“Our athletes are on the cusp 
of making a mark at the glo¬ 
bal level, having consistently 
done well at the Asian level. 
We are pleased that Nestle 
Milo is coming on board as 
our official partner,” he said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ANTWERP 

Mandeep Singh and Akash¬ 
deep Singh scored in the se¬ 
cond half to guide the In¬ 
dian men’s hockey team to a 
superb 2-0 win over Belgi¬ 
um in the opening game of 
the three-match series here 
on Thursday. Mandeep and 
Akashdeep sounded the 
board in the 39th and 54th 
minutes respectively to seal 
the match for India. 

In a gritty first quarter, In¬ 
dia took the initiative early, 
forcing Loic van Doren into 
a save from the first penalty 
corner of the game. 

Smart save 

Soon it was India’s turn to 
defend and Krishan Pathalc, 
who started the game in the 
goal was up to the task, pull¬ 
ing off a smart save off a Bel¬ 
gium penalty corner as the 
teams went into the break 
locked in a stalemate. 

Despite controlling pos¬ 


session for a major time, In¬ 
dia found it difficult to break 
the deadlock. The teams 
went into half-time without 
troubling the scorers. 

India kept the tempo up 
in the third period and 
forced van Doren into multi¬ 
ple saves. All the circle en¬ 
tries and creative play final¬ 
ly found its reward in the 
39th minute as Mandeep 
scored to put India ahead. 

Belgium was forced to at¬ 
tack in the final quarter and 
almost immediately tested 
Sreejesh in the goal. He was 
up to the task pulling off a 
succession of saves to keep 
India’s lead intact. 

India capitalised on Belgi¬ 
um’s attacking necessity to 
earn a pair of penalty cor¬ 
ners. van Doren’s heroics 
prevented a second. In the 
54th minute, Akashdeep fin¬ 
ished off a slick move to 
make it 2-0 for India. 

It was a lead India held on 
to go up 1-0 in the series. 

The result: India 2 (Mandeep 
Singh 39, Akashdeep Singh 54) 
bt Beglium 0. 


Welcome back to Karachi! 


Vishnu, Jeevan back for Nationals 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 


SL IN PAKISTAN 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KARACHI 

Karachi hosts a One-Day In¬ 
ternational for the first time 
in 10 years when Pakistan 
takes on a depleted Sri Lan¬ 
ka on Friday, furthering the 
country’s revival in interna¬ 
tional cricket. 

“History will be made on 
Friday when Karachi will 
host the first ODI,” said Pa¬ 
kistan captain Sarfaraz 
Ahmed. “We must thank the 
Sri Lankan team for 
touring.” 

Teams have been reluc- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

East Bengal edged past a 10- 
man Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing 3-2 in its penultimate 
outing of the Calcutta Foot¬ 
ball League premier divi¬ 
sion ‘A’ at the Salt Lake Sta¬ 
dium on Thursday, and 
regained its position on top 
of the current standings. 

The top of the table fight 
saw East Bengal finding the 
lead early through Pintu Ma- 
hata before Mohammedan 
Sporting levelled offKareem 
Omolaja’s free-kick midway 
through the first half. 

With a persistent drizzle 
hindering the sides from go¬ 
ing all out. East Bengal be¬ 
nefited greatly from a mis¬ 
take (in the 43rd minute) by 
the Mohammedan Sporting 
defender Saiful Rahman, 
who handled the ball trying 
to clear Jaime Santos’ goal- 
bound header. This fetched 
East Bengal a penalty while 
Rahman was sent off for 
committing the foul. Santos 
made no mistake from the 
spot helping East Bengal re¬ 
gain the lead before the 
break. 


tant to visit the cricket-mad 
country since a militant at¬ 
tack on the Sri Lankan team 
bus in Lahore in 2009. 

The current tour - com¬ 
prising three ODIs and as 
many T20Is - was tainted 
by the withdrawal of 10 Sri 
Lankan players citing secur¬ 
ity fears. 

Sri Lanka then stalled the 
tour after receiving informa¬ 
tion of a possible militant at¬ 
tack, before the all-clear was 
finally. Pakistan has put in 
place stringent security 
measures, the kind normal¬ 
ly reserved for heads of 
State. 


Despite being down by a 
man. Sporting tried to get 
the equaliser after the break 
but its efforts failed to real¬ 
ise the goal. East Bengal ad¬ 
ded one more near the hour 
mark when Marcos Espada 
Martin, who replaced Maha- 
ta in the second half, tapped 
home a nice assist from Lal- 
rindika Ralte. 

Mohammedan Sporting 
raised hopes of comeback 
when substitute Arthur 
Kouassi found the target to 
reduce the lead (3-2) in the 
82nd minute. But East Ben¬ 
gal’s defence held off the 
Mohammedan Sporting at¬ 
tacks to secure its sixth win 
of the league. 

East Bengal has now tal¬ 
lied 20 points from 10 
matches to edge Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting, which com¬ 
pleted its league engage¬ 
ments securing 19 points 
from 11 matches, to the se¬ 
cond spot. 

The result: East Bengal 3 (Pin¬ 
tu Mahata 12, Jaime Santos 43- 
pen, Marcos Espada Martin 58) 
bt Mohammedan Sporting 2 
(Kareem Omolaja 24, Arthur 
Kouassi 82). 


TENNIS 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

Vishnu Vardhan and Jeevan 
Nedunchezhiyan, the cham¬ 
pions of past editions who 
have now graduated to the 
Grand Slam level, have de¬ 
cided to compete in the 25th 
anniversary edition of the 
Fenesta National tennis 
championship which begin 
on Sept. 30 (Monday). 

The doubles specialists, 
who had won three singles 
titles between them in the 
National hard court cham¬ 
pionship in 2012, 2014 and 
2016, will be playing togeth¬ 
er too. 

With no wild cards availa¬ 
ble, owing to the National 
federation’s rule, Vishnu has 
been compelled to compete 
in the singles qualifying 
event. 

In the past, Sunil Kumar 
(1999) and Sriram Balaji 
(2015) had won the title, 
starting their journey from 
the qualification stage. 

“It gives me immense joy 
to be part of the 25th edition 


RUGBY 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Defending champion Delhi 
Hurricanes will take on the 
former winner Bombay 
Gymkhana in the final of the 
All India and South Asia Rug¬ 
by XVs. 

Hurricanes got the better 
of Maharashtra State Police 
17-10 in the first semifinal, 
while Bombay Gymkhana 
downed Indian Army 17-7 in 
the other. 

Deepak Punia made two 
tries for Hurricanes, which 
led the first half 5-0, but en¬ 
countered stiff resistance 



Jeevan. -filephoto 


of the Fenesta Open. This 
event is very special for me 
as I have played the Nation¬ 
als from my junior days and 
also won two National tit¬ 
les,” said Vishnu, who had 
won the Asian Games mixed 
doubles silver with Sania 
Mirza, and had competed in 
the London Olympics with 
Leander Paes. 

Vishnu also recalled that 
he had played in the qualify¬ 
ing event about 15 years ago, 
stressing that it had given his 
career a bright start. 


from MSP, which bettered its 
efforts in the second half. 

The hurricanes led 10-0 
after making another try 
(Punia) after the interval but 
MSP produced two quick 
tries in 10 minutes - off Pap- 
pu Todlcar and Umesh - to 
restore parity by the 49th 
minute. 

Hurricanes managed to 
regain the lead off a try by 
Mohit in the 58th minute 
and secured the win after 
Punia made the conversion 
to add another two points to 
complete the 17-10 scoreline. 

In the other match, Bom¬ 
bay Gymkhana made a fine 
comeback in the second half 



Vishnu Vardhan. -file photo 


There will be a bunch of 
other quality players, in¬ 
cluding former National 
champions V.M. Ranjeet, 
Dalwinder Singh, Mohit 
Mayur and Prerna Bhambri, 
in the men’s and women’s 
events which offer an equal 
winner’s purse of 3:300,000. 
The runners-up in the men’s 
and women’s events will get 
^200,000 each. 

The DCM Shriram group 
has supported this tourna¬ 
ment, in different forms, 
right from 1992. 


to pip Indian Army. 

The armymen led 7-6 in 
the first half with a try and 
conversion against two pe¬ 
nalty conversions by its op¬ 
ponent. 

Gymkhana made a try 
and two penalty conversions 
to collect 11 points in the se¬ 
cond half against Army, 
which drew a blank after the 
break. 

The results (semifinals): 

Delhi Hurricanes 17 (Deepak 
Punia 2 tries, 1 conversion) bt 
Maharashtra State Police 10; 
Bombay Gymkhana 17 (Jacob 4 
penalty conversions) bt Indian 
Army 7. 


ELITE Group A 
(Bengaluru): Karnataka 285 
for nine in 50 overs (Devdutt 
Padikkal 58, Manish Pandey 
52, Pavan Deshpande 70, 
Rahul Shukla four for 43, 
Anand Singh four for 52) bt 
Jharkhand 162 in 37.5 overs 
(Anand Singh 32, Saurabh 
Tiwary 43, K. Gowtham five 
for 43) 

■ Goa 107 for nine in 21 
overs (Prithvi Raj Yarra five 
for 21) lost to Andhra 112 
for three in 20.2 overs (D.B. 
Prashanth Kumar 46 n.o., 
Karan Shinde 33 n.o.) 

■ Kerala 186 for nine in 
34 overs (Vishnu Vinod 
41, Vinoop Manoharan 47, 


KOREA OPEN 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

INCHEON 

P. Kashyap advanced to the 
Korea Open men’s singles 
quarterfinals 21-17, 11-21, 21- 
12 win over Malaysia’s Daren 
Liew here on Thursday. 

He will next square off 
against former World No. 2, 
Denmark’s Jan 0 Jorgensen, 
an opponent he last played 
five years ago at the Den¬ 
mark Open. 

The 31-year-old Dane beat 
eighth-seeded Indonesian 
Anthony Sinisuka Ginting 17- 
21,21-16,21-13 in 58 minutes. 
Kashyap has a 2-4 record 
against Jorgensen, a 2015 


Chirag Jani three for 23) lost 
to Saurashtra 187 for seven 
in 33.4 overs (Arpit Vasavada 
92 n.o., Prerak Mankad 30, 
Harvik Desai 31) 

Group B (Vadodara): 

Maharashtra v Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab v Vidarbha, 
Odisha v Haryana. 

Matches washed out 


FRIDAY’S MATCHES 
(9 a.m. start) 

Group C (Jaipur): Madhya 
Pradesh v Railways, 

Services v Tripura, J&K 
v Rajasthan 

Plate (Dehradun): Assam v 
Uttarakhand, Pondicherry v 
Mizoram, Arunachal 
Pradesh v Sikkim 


World Championship 
bronze medallist. 

“In the first patch in the 
second game he was playing 
really well. I was struggling 
and once he had a big lead, 
he played some very good 
shots. It was tough to make 
the scores equal. 

“In the third game, I 
pushed the tempo and 
played a fast-paced game. I 
didn’t give him a big lead,” 
said Kashyap. 

On playing Jorgensen af¬ 
ter a long gap, Kashyap said: 
“It will be a good match. He 
beat Ginting, so he is in 
good form. 

“I don’t know why he 
didn’t play the China Open.” 





Going all out: P. Kashyap overcame a second-game slump to 
beat Malaysian Daren Liew on Thursday. ■ file photo 


CFL - East Bengal 
regains top spot 


Delhi Hurricanes to take on 
Bombay Gymkhana in title clash 


Kashyap in quarterfinals 


It’s Abira vs Northern Alliance 


Areca Legend wins main event 


MYSURU: Abira and Northern Alli¬ 
ance may fight out the finish of 
the Jayachamaraja Wadiyar Golf 
Club Mysore 2000 Guineas 
(1,600m), the chief event of the 
races to be held here on Friday 
(Sept. 27). There will be no false 
rails. 

1 ESQUIRE PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 2-00: 

1. Karadeniz (2) Neeraj 60, 2. 
Tarek (12) Sai ICiran 56.5, 3. Divine 
Retribution (3) Ramandeep Bal 
56, 4. Songkran (11) T.S. Jodha 56, 
5. Demesthenes (5) Sai Kumar 55, 
6 . Time Lover (9) Arshad 55, 7. 
Admirable (6) S. Shareef 54.5, 8. 
Great Celebration (10) I. Chisty 
54, 9. Kazuri (8) Rajesh IC 54,10. 
Bold Runner (1) Adarsh 52.5, 11. 
Countrys Crown (7) Vijay Kumar 
52 and 12. Alvarez (4) Rayan 51.5. 

1. GREAT CELEBRATION, 

2. ADMIRABLE, 3. KARADENIZ 

2 SEA MIST PLATE (1,600m), 
rated 40 to 65, 4-y-o & over, 2- 
30:1. Daughterofthesun (5) H.M. 
Akshay 62, 2. March To Victory 
(2) Madhu Babu 58, 3. Silver Dew 
(3) Ashok Kumar 56.5, 4. Bonito 
(7) Arshad 56, 5. Venus Bay (1) 
Antony 54.5, 6. Anteros (6) Dhebe 
53, 7. After Hours (4) Darshan 51.5 
and 8. Cavarozzi (8) C. Umesh 50. 

1. VENUS BAY, 2. AFTER HOURS, 3. 
ANTEROS 

3 MAYOR’S TROPHY (1,600m), 
rated 60 & above, 3-00: 1. 
Oceanic Storm (1) S. Shareef 61.5, 


2. Grand Tenton (8) C. Umesh 
58.5, 3. Booker Jones (5) R. Pra- 
deep 56, 4. Point To Prove (4) 
Neeraj 55, 5. Towering Storm (7) 
R. Shiva Kumar 54.5, 6. Cory- 
bantic (3) Arshad 53, 7. Mystic 
Flame (6) Irvan 53 and 8. Striking 
Grey (2) Darshan 53. 

1. POINT TO PROVE, 

2. MYSTIC FLAME, 

3. STRIKING GREY 

4 UDHAGAMANDALAM TROPHY 
(1,200m), rated 40 to 65,3-30: 
1. Swiss Pearl (9) Rajesh IC 60.5, 2. 
Coorg Regiment (7) Srinath 59.5, 

3. Deimus (1) Shiva Kumar 59.5, 4. 
Take A Bow (6) R. Manish 59.5, 5. 
Myfairlady (-) (-) 58.5, 6. Butter¬ 
fly (11) Dhebe 57.5, 7. Trevelyan (2) 
Sameer Khan 56, 8. His Eminence 
(8) N. Jodha 54.5, 9. Cyclone (3) C. 
Umesh 51.5, 10. Valkyrie (10) Ar¬ 
shad 51.5,11. Eddie The Eagle (4) 
T.S. Jodha 51 and 12. Celtic Mist (5) 
Chotu Jaiswar 50.5. 

1. BUTTERFLY, 

2. COORG REGIMENT, 3. VALKYRIE 

JAYACHAMARAJA WADIYAR 
GOLF CLUB MYSORE 2000 
GUINEAS (1,600m), 3-y-o only, 
(Terms), 4-00: 1. Alexander 

Burnes (3) Zervan 56, 2. Corona 
Del Corsa (8) Akshay IC 56, 3. 
Malwa (4) N.S. Parmar 56, 4. 
Northern Alliance (7) Suraj 56, 5. 
Sir Supremo (2) T.S. Jodha 56, 6. 
Southern Ruler (5) Srinath 56, 7. 
Star Cavalry (6) Darshan 56 and 8. 
Abira (1) Neeraj 54.5. 


1. ABIRA, 

2. NORTHERN ALLIANCE, 

3. SOUTHERN RULER 

6 ESQUIRE PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45,4-30: 
1. Magic Stream (6) Zervan 61.5, 2. 
Dancing Blues (10) Janardhan P 
61, 3. Decisive (8) Neeraj 60.5, 4. 
Domitia (11) Md. Mushraf 60.5, 5. 
Warlock (5) Rajesh Babu 60.5, 6. 
Helenka (1) Md. Akram 60, 7. 
Octavius (4) Santosh IC 59.5, 8. 
Musterion (3) Srinath 59, 9. Shiva- 
lik Kiss (12) S. Shareef 58, 10. 
Green Meadow (7) H. Rahul 56.5, 
11. Revan Star (2) R. Manjunath 
56.5 and 12. Amporum (9) Madhu 
Babu 55. 

1. MAGIC STREAM, 

2. MUSTERION, 3. HELENKA 

7 HOGENAKAL PLATE (1,200m), 
rated 00 to 25, 5-00:1. Coun¬ 
try’s Fame (4) Darshan 60, 2. Sur¬ 
prise Package (3) Ramandeep Bal 
58, 3. Swiss Bay (2) R. Anand 57.5, 

4. Big Time Bay (7) Arshad 56, 5. 
Ireland (6) Rajesh IC 55, 6. Vroom 
Vroom (1) Jagadeesh 55, 7. At The 
Top (8) C. Umesh 53 and 8. 
Zaalima (5) R. Manish 52. 

1. BIG TIME BAY, 2. AT THE TOP, 

3. VROOM VROOM 

Day’s best: point to prove 
Double: VENUS BAY - MAGIC 
STREAM 

Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 and 
4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7. 


mysuru: Areca Legend (I. Chisty 
up) won the F.IC. Irani Memorial 
Trophy, the feature event of the 
races held here on Thursday 
(Sept. 26). The winner is owned 
by M/s. Ronak J. ICimmane & 
Jairam G. ICimmane and trained 
by Prasanna Kumar. 

I SON OF THE LIGHT PLATE (DIV. 

II), (1,400m), rated 00 to 25: 
swiss tigress (Rajesh IC) 1, Star 
Binder (C. Umesh) 2, Blackhawk 
(S. Shareef) 3 and Sultana (Ar¬ 
shad) 4. Not run: Bazinga. 4,1-1/2 
and Shd. lm, 25.22s. ?29 (w), 15, 
14 and 16 (p), SHP: 50, THP: 48, 
FP: 158, Q: 62, Trinella: 527 and 
314. Favourite: Swiss Tigress. 
Owner: Swiss Stud & Livestock 
Pvt Ltd. Trainer: J. Sharavanan. 

2 SECUNDERABAD PLATE 
(1,600m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-o 
& over: brave lady (Jagadeesh) 
1, Flirting Eyes (Chetan G) 2, Foto- 
genic (John) 3 and Casey (Antony) 
4. 6-3/4, 4-1/2 and 1-3/4. lm, 37.17s. 
^17 (w), 10, 29 and 16 (p), SHP: 85, 
THP: 42, FP: 273, Q: 132, Trinella: 
779 and 226. Favourite: Brave 
Lady. Owner: Mr. S. Thiruppathy. 
Trainer: Azhar Ali. 

3 SON OF THE LIGHT PLATE 
(DIV. I), (1,400m), rated 00 to 
25: SPEEDSTER (S. Shareef) 1, 
Grey Channel (T.S. Jodha) 2, Sun 
Splash (Srinath) 3 and Estella (C. 
Umesh) 4. 3-1/2, 6-1/2 and Hd. lm, 
23.92s. ?81 (w), 20,11 and 26 (p), 
SHP: 36, THP: 69, FP: 554, Q: 215, 
Trinella: 861 and 503. Favourite: 


Grey Channel. Owner: Mr. Laksh 
Bhatia. Trainer: Warren Singh. 

4 M.B. APPAYA MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (DIV. I), (1,400m), 
rated 40 to 65, 5-y-o & over: rus¬ 
tic sunrise (Arshad) 1, Good 
Earth (ICiran Rai) 2, Admiral Act 
(Santosh IC) 3 and Travieso (C. 
Umesh) 4. Not run: Navelrock. 
3/4, 6-3/4 and 2. lm, 23.88s. Z19 
(w), 13, 14 and 30 (p), SHP: 46, 
THP: 63, FP: 105, Q: 134, Trinella: 
929 and 549. Favourite: Rustic 
Sunrise. Owner: Mr. Suchit Jaya- 
raj Shah. Trainer: Vishal Yadav. 

HOTEL R R R TROPHY 
(1,400m), rated 60 & above, 4- 
y-o & over: Louisiana (Nazerul) 1, 
Turf Magic (Darshan) 2, Top 
Striker (C. Umesh) 3, Set To Win 
(Suraj) 4. Not run: Sadeek. 1/2, 1 
and Hd. lm, 23.39s. ?57 (w), 16,22 
and 19 (p), SHP: 47, THP: 48, FP: 
2,490, Q: 760, Trinella: 2,596 and 
1,246. Favourite: Set To Win. 
Owners: Manjri Horse Breed’s 
Farm Pvt Ltd & Mr. Shankar 
Srinivas. Trainer: Faraz Arshad. 

6 F.IC. IRANI MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (1,400m), rated 75 & 
above: areca legend (I. Chisty) 
1, Sakura (Akshay IC) 2, Star Of 
Thea (Shivnath P) 3 and Merlot 
(Antony) 4. Not run: Ship Rock 
and Tororosso. 2-1/4, 2-1/4 and 1- 
1/4. lm, 21.83s. ?81 (w), 21,11 and 
76 (p), SHP: 38, THP: 211, FP: 228, 
Q: 83, Trinella: 1,542 and 2,974. 
Favourite: Sakura. Owners: M/s. 


Ronak J. ICimmane & Jairam G. 
ICimmane. Trainer: Prasanna 
Kumar. 

7 M.B. APPAYA MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (DIV. II), (1,400m), 
rated 40 to 65, 5-y-o & over: ha- 
loween’S way (Darshan) 1, San 
Vinto (Janardhan P) 2, Vijaya Ar- 
jun (C. Umesh) 3 and Lucky Pine¬ 
apple (J. Paswan) 4. Not run: 
Leap Of Faith. 4, 2 and Nose, lm, 
24.17s. ?19 (w), 17, 29 and 14 (p), 
SHP: 114, THP: 39, FP: 565, Q: 
264, Trinella: 1,122 and 293, Ex- 
acta: 4,740 (carried over). Favour¬ 
ite: Haloween’s Way. Owners: Mr. 
Goodera Vasanta rep. Nippon 
Bloodstock & Racing Pvt Ltd & 
Mr. P.T. Girish. Trainer: C.D. Mon- 
nappa. 

8 ABS FABS PLATE (1,200m), 
rated 20 to 45: SPACE ship 
(Chetan G) 1, Scarlet Burning (Ar¬ 
shad) 2, Praelector (Sameer 
Khan) 3 and Touch Of Class (Sai 
ICiran) 4. 6-3/4, Shd and 2-1/4. lm, 
11.51s. ?40 (w), 13,15 and 94 (p), 
SHP: 23, THP: 192, FP: 190, Q: 60, 
Trinella: 3,347 and 2,869, Exacta: 
2,285 (carried over). Favourite: 
Scarlet Burning. Owner: Mr. 
M.A.M. Ramaswamy Chettiar Of 
Chettinad Charitable Trust rep 
by. Mr. A.C. Muthiah. Trainer: 
Dinesh Pujar. 

Jackpot: ?28,213 (16 tkts.); Run¬ 
ner-up: 2,331 (83 tkts.); Treble (i): 
869 (one tkt); (ii): 830 (carried 
over), (iii): 2,956 (two tkts.). 


Lahiri moves 
court 


CHESS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Atanu Lahiri, who was re¬ 
moved from the post of se¬ 
cretary by a Bengal Chess 
Association (BCA) ad-hoc 
committee, retaliated, al¬ 
leging that its working pre¬ 
sident Srenilc Sett “has 
committed fraud by mis¬ 
leading the court to get an 
interim ex parte order to 
stall the upcoming elec¬ 
tions of BCA”. 

In a petition filed at the 
24 Parganas district court 
on Thursday, Lahiri stated, 
“In order to avoid the ca¬ 
veat filed by him in the ap¬ 
propriate court of jurisdic¬ 
tion, Mr. Sett has 
fraudulently misrepresent¬ 
ed the police station of the 
office of Bengal Chess As¬ 
sociation as Purba Jadav- 
pur instead of Survey 
Park.” 


A ND-NDE 
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Kevin Feige to produce 
new Star Wars film 

WASHINGTON 

Marvel Studios chief Kevin 
Feige will develop a new Star 
Wars as part of the 
franchise's next wave of 
projects. Feige joins the 
Lucasfilm team as studio 
president Kathleen Kennedy 
prepares for the new chapter 
of films. Walt Disney Studios 
owns both Marvel and 
Lucasfilm. afp 





Croc-spotting drones 
take off in Australia 

CAIRNS 

Australia's rugged crocodile 
country could become safer 
thanks to drones that were 
given a test flight on 
Thursday. The high-tech 
drones known as "croc 
spotters" were tested near 
Cairns, Queensland, 
patrolling along riverbeds and 
detecting the reptiles as they 
went, afp 


Samuel L. Jackson lends 
voice to Alexa 

LOS ANGELES 

Veteran Hollywood actor 
Samuel L Jackson is lending 
his iconic voice to Amazon's 
Alexa. According to the 
company's website, the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe 
star's voice option will be 
available at an introductory 
price. Users will be able 
choose whether or not they 
would like Jackson to use 
explicit language, pti 



From the mouths of babes: pots 
that weaned prehistoric infants 

Scientists found chemical traces of animal milk in the ancient vessels 



Secrets of the past: A baby is shown feeding from a 
reconstructed infant feeding vessel of the type, inset, found 
by archaeologists. ■ reuters/helena seidl da fonseca/afp/institute 

FOR ORIENTAL AND EUROPEAN ARCHAEOLOGY/ AUSTRIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TOKYO 

Archaeologists have unco¬ 
vered the first evidence that 
prehistoric ancestors of hu¬ 
mans in Europe weaned 
their infants much the way 
we do now, using specialised 
baby bottles to feed them 
animal milk. 

The discovery casts rare 
light on childhood and child- 
rearing in ancient humans - 
an area that experts say has 
long been overlooked. 

“This is the first direct evi¬ 
dence for what babies and 
infants were eating and 
drinking in prehistory,” said 
Julie Dunne, the study’s lead 
author and a biomolecular 
archaeologist at the Universi¬ 
ty of Bristol. 

The research, published 
in the journal Nature, focus¬ 
es on three bowls found in 
children’s graves in Iron and 
Bronze Age burial grounds in 
modern-day Bavaria. 

Two came from a cemete¬ 
ry complex dating to bet¬ 
ween 800 and 450 BC, and a 
third from a site dating bet¬ 
ween 1200 and 800 BC. 

The bowls had narrow 
spouts and in some cases 
were shaped to look like ani¬ 
mals, details that led archae¬ 
ologists to suspect they were 
used as bottles to feed 
children. 

To test the theory they ex¬ 
tracted samples from inside 
the vessels and carried out 
careful chemical analysis. 

They found that two of 
the bowls appeared to have 
contained milk from rumi¬ 
nants like cows and the third 
had traces of non-ruminant 
animal milk, possibly from a 
pig or human. 

That information, paired 
with the location of the 
bowls inside the graves of 
children, led the researchers 
to conclude that the vessels 


were used as bottles to wean 
infants. Other, older arte¬ 
facts believed to be baby bot¬ 
tles have been found by ar¬ 
chaeologists, but without 
clues to confirm the purpose 
they served. 

Child graves 

“It isn’t until the Bronze and 
Iron Age that we find them in 
child graves, and this is cru¬ 
cial as it allows us to confirm 
that they are in fact used to 
feed babies and infants,” 
said Ms. Dunne. 

They offer “a rare glimpse 
into the ways that prehistor¬ 
ic families were attempting 
to deal with the challenges of 
infant nutrition and weaning 
at this inherently risky phase 
of the human lifecycle,” the 
study says. 

How ancient ancestors 


practiced weaning - moving 
a child from breast milk to 
other foods - could help ex¬ 
plain more about prehistoric 
child-rearing but also the de¬ 
velopment of human 
populations. 

Some experts theorise, 
for example, that humans 
began weaning their infants 
earlier in life after they 
moved away from a hunter- 
gatherer lifestyle and settled 
into farming life, with access 
to crops and animal milk. 

And mothers who 
stopped breastfeeding early 
would have returned to post¬ 
natal fertility faster, which 
may have helped fuel a key 
population explosion called 
the “Neolithic demographic 
transition”. 

Conversely however, 
weaning infants on animal 


Cute factor 

REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

While the three objects 
examined for the study were 
somewhat plain, others 
boasted lively shapes 
including animal heads with 
long ears or horns and 
human-looking feet. 

“I find them incredibly 
cute. And prehistoric people 
may have thought so, too 
they would certainly have a 
dual function of 
entertaining the children 
just like modern stuffed 
animals,” said archaeologist 
Katharina Rebay-Salisbury 
of the Institute for Oriental 
and European Archaeology 
of the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences, a study co-author. 

“They testify to the 
creativity and playfulness 
we often forget to attribute 
to our ancestors,” Ms. 
Rebay-Salisbury said. 


milk may also have brought 
new risks. 

Breast milk provides 
young children with com¬ 
plete nutrition in early life, 
while animal milk does not. 

Some risks 

And unpasteurised milk also 
poses a risk of bacteria and 
infection that could have in¬ 
creased childhood mortality, 
the study notes. 

Further research looking 
at the remains of prehistoric 
populations could shed light 
on whether animal milk 
caused a spike in infant 
mortality. 

Ms. Dunne said she hoped 
to expand the research tech¬ 
nique of sampling residue 
from ancient bowls to better 
understand how other early 
humans fed their infants. 



Fashion showers 


Shining on: A model presents a creation by Lanvin during the Women's Spring-Summer 2020 
Ready-to-Wear collection fashion show in Paris. A little rain did not bother the viewers and 
participants at the event, -afp 


New snake named after 
Shiv Sena chief’s son 

Tejas Thackeray spotted the species 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AURANGABAD 

A new species of snakes has 
been discovered in the 
Western Ghats in Maharash¬ 
tra and named after Tejas 
Thackeray, the younger son 
of Shiv Sena chief Uddhav 
Thackeray, for his contribu¬ 
tion to the find. Tejas Thack¬ 
eray spotted the species, 
named Boiga thackerayi, 
during his research in 2015. 

The species falls in the ca¬ 
tegory commonly called cat 
snakes and belong to the ge¬ 
nus Boiga, director of the 
Pune-based Foundation for 
Biodiversity Conservation 
Varad Giri said. 

“Tejas presented these 
details to the Foundation for 



Boiga thackerayi 


Biodiversity Conservation 
and helped us with further 
research,” Mr. Giri said. 

A paper describing the 
new species was published 
in the journal of the Bombay 
Natural History Society on 
Thursday. Tejas’ elder 
brother and Shiv Sena youth 
wing chief Aaditya Thacke¬ 
ray posted a picture of the 
snake on Twitter. 


Underwater hockey all set to make waves 

Unusual sport is ready to make a debut at the Southeast Asian Games, the region’s mini-Olympics 



AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

ICUALA LUMPUR 

Swimmers wearing snorkels 
and gripping short, curved 
sticks dive to the bottom of a 
pool in Malaysia and charge 
at a puck as they compete in 
an energetic game of under¬ 
water hockey. 

Invented in the 1950s in 
Britain - where it is known 
as “Octopush” - to help div¬ 
ers keep fit during the winter 
months, the game has 
gained a small but dedicated 
following from Europe to 
Asia. This year the unusual 
discipline is set to debut at 
the Southeast Asian Games, 
the region’s biennial mini- 
Olympics that attracts thou¬ 
sands of athletes. 

At the national aquatics 
centre in the Malaysian capi¬ 
tal Kuala Lumpur, male and 
female players donned snor¬ 
kels, flippers, caps and 
gloves ahead of a tough prac¬ 
tice session. 

Underwater hockey is not 
for the faint-hearted - 
players shoot around at high 



speed, swimming over one 
another and jostling as they 
try to hit the heavy puck, 
and smash it fast through the 
water. 

They occasionally bob up 
to the surface for a breath of 



air before diving back down 
again. “You need to be able 
to swim, and you need to be 
able to hold your breath,” 
said Ishmael Ho, who will 
captain the Malaysian men’s 
team at the SEA Games - 



held in the Philippines in No¬ 
vember and December. 

“Verbal communication is 
almost impossible,” he said. 

A match usually consists 
of two teams of six playing in 
a space measuring 15 by 25 



metres at a depth of two 
metres, with each half last¬ 
ing anywhere from 10 to 20 
minutes, depending on the 
tournament rules. 

It starts off with teams 
charging from opposite ends 
of the playing area for the 
puck and then fighting it out 
below the surface as they try 
to push it into the opposing 
side’s goal. The goals are 
usually two long trays at 
each end of the playing area. 

Mr. Ho took up the sport 
as a university student in 
Wales eight years ago and 
helped to pioneer it in Malay¬ 
sia in 2016, playing with a 
handful of enthusiasts at a 
public pool outside of Kuala 
Lumpur. 

About 50 people in Malay¬ 
sia now play the game, with 
the most dedicated doing 
four training sessions a week 
for two hours at a time. 

Four gold medals are up 
for grabs and other teams 
competing are the Philip¬ 
pines, Singapore, Indonesia 
and Myanmar. 



Paris falls for glamour of 
India’s modernist maharajah 

Items from Manik Bagh Palace of Indore go on display 



Clean lines: A visitor observing an image of Yeshwant Rao 
Holkar II and his wife Sanyogita Devi of Indore at an 
exhibition in Paris. Featured below is their bedroom 
designed by Eckart Muthesius in 1933. -afp 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

They were India’s golden 
couple of the 1920s and 
1930s, two beautiful people 
who cut a wildly glamorous 
dash across the globe, being 
photographed by Man Ray 
and sipping cocktails with 
Hollywood stars. 

The extraordinary lives 
and impeccable taste of the 
yesteryear Maharajah and 
Maharani of Indore - Yesh¬ 
want Rao Holkar II and Sa¬ 
nyogita - are celebrated in a 
spectacular new exhibition 
at the Museum of Decorative 
Arts in Paris. 

The pair created a gem of 
an avant-garde palace on the 
Malwa Plateau in the heart 
of India. They became pa¬ 
trons of many artists and de¬ 
signers of their day. Some 
500 pieces of modern de¬ 
sign from the Manik Bagh 
Palace in the maharajah’s 
hometown of Indore are be¬ 
ing exhibited alongside ar¬ 
chival materials. 

An oasis of understated 
but dazzling modernist luxu¬ 
ry, the palace was furnished 
with pieces by Eileen Gray, 
Le Corbusier and Pierre 
Jeanneret among others, 
with art by Brancusi. 

The first building in the 
subcontinent to have air 
conditioning, it also had a 
ballroom where the couple 
could do the foxtrot to the 
jazz-loving maharajah’s col¬ 
lection of 1,00,000 records. 

The aesthete prince com¬ 
missioned the young Ger¬ 
man architect Eckart Muthe¬ 
sius to create his dream of 
the future. Together the two 
men combed the artist stu¬ 
dios of Paris and Berlin with 
art advisor Henri-Pierre 
Roche - author of the novel 
Jules and Jim - to find the 
works to fill it. 

Muthesius was also asked 
to kit out the 25-year-old 
maharajah’s sleek new royal 
train, as well as a barge that 
was a “vertible floating mo¬ 
dernist palace” and do the 
interiors of his private plane. 

He designed, too, a hunt¬ 
ing caravan so the prince - 
who had come to the throne 
at 17 - could stalk tigers in 
style. 

Despite being bound to¬ 
gether in an arranged mar¬ 
riage when she was 10 and 
he only a few years older. 


the pair were a thoroughly 
modern couple, said the 
chief curator Olivier Gabet. 

Charming couple 

Few could fail to be charmed 
by the bright young mahara¬ 
ni, who shared the mahara¬ 
jah’s interests. 

“She was involved in all 
their projects and was treat¬ 
ed as an equal by her hus¬ 
band. In fact, they were 
quite an exceptional cou¬ 
ple,” said Mr. Gabet. 

Clearly deeply in love, the 
couple had “a magnetic 
aura”. 

In fact they charmed eve¬ 
ryone wherever they went, 
whether filmmaker Cecil B. 
DeMille and actor Gary 
Cooper in Hollywood, or old 
world royals like themselves. 

The couple did not have 
long to enjoy their idyll in 
their modernist home. The 
maharani died at the age of 
22 from appendicitis, leav¬ 
ing behind their toddler 
daughter, Usha, the present 
maharani. 


The maharajah’s artistic 
adventures pretty much 
ended with her death, said 
Mr. Gabet, “which shows 
just what an influence she 
had.” 

After his wife’s death, the 
maharajah went on to marry 
again twice but his inner life 
remains mysterious. 

He died in 1961 as he was 
planning to write his auto¬ 
biography, having burned all 
his private papers. 

Collectors like fashion 
moguls Yves Saint Laurent 
and Pierre Berge, and the 
Qatari prince Sheikh Saud 
bin Mohammed Al-Thani, 
snapped up much of the 
couple’s furniture and car¬ 
pets in a legendary auction 
in Monaco in 1980. 

Their modernist “garden 
of rubies” has been swal¬ 
lowed up by the expanding 
city of Indore. 

The once stately salons of 
the Manik Bagh have long 
since been subdivided into 
offices for the local excise 
department. 
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‘Dussekm & ‘Deepavati 
Exhibition cum Sates 
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Date : 27.09.2019 to 21.10.2019 Time : 10 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. 

Vaigai - Tamilnadu House, No.6, Kautilya Marg, Chanakyapuri, 
New Delhi Contact: 88003 40751 / 96256 63269 
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